
LAS VIRGENES MUNICIPAL WATER DISTRICT
4232 Las Virgenes Road, Calabasas, CA 91302

AGENDA
REGULAR MEETING

Members of the public wishing to address the Board of Directors are advised
that a statement of Public Comment Protocols is available from the Clerk of
the Board. Prior to speaking, each speaker is asked to review these protocols
and MUST complete a speakers' card and hand it to the Clerk of the Board.
Speakers will be recognized in the order cards are received.

The Public Comments agenda item is presented to allow the public to address
the Board on matters not on the agenda. The public may present comments
on any agenda item at the time the item is called upon for discussion.

Materials prepared by the District in connection with subject matter on the
agenda are available for public inspection at 4232 Las Virgenes Road,
Calabasas, CA 91302. Materials prepared by the District and distributed to the
Board during this meeting are available for public inspection at the meeting or
as soon thereafter as possible. Materials presented to the Board by the public
will be maintained as part of the records of these proceedings and are
available upon written request to the Clerk of the Board.

5:00 PM March 13, 2018

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

1 CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL

2 APPROVAL OF AGENDA

3 PUBLIC COMMENTS

Members of the public may now address the Board of Directors ON MATTERS NOT
APPEARING ON THE AGENDA, but within the jurisdiction of the Board. No action
shall be taken on any matter not appearing on the agenda unless authorized by
Subdivision (b) of Government Code Section 54954.2
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4 CONSENT CALENDAR

A List of Demands: March 13, 2018 (Pg. 4)
Ratify

B Minutes: Regular Meeting of February 13, 2018 (Pg. 60)
Approve

C Directors' Per Diem: February 2018 (Pg. 69)
Ratify

D Monthly Cash and Investment Report: January 2018 (Pg. 75)

Receive and file the Monthly Cash and Investment Report for January 2018.

5 ILLUSTRATIVE AND/OR VERBAL PRESENTATION AGENDA ITEMS

6

7

A Legislative and Regulatory Updates 

B        Water Supply Conditions Update (Pg. 86) 

TREASURER

GENERAL MANAGER

A Reclassification of Administrative Services Coordinator Position (Pg. 91)
Reclassify an existing Administrative Services Coordinator position, Salary
Grade M83, to a Management Analyst I/II position, Salary Grade M59/74.

8 FACILITIES AND OPERATIONS

A Rancho Las Virgenes Composting Facility Rain Gutter Replacement:
Authorization of Purchase Order (Pg. 93)
Waive the formal bidding process, and authorize the General Manager to issue a
purchase order, in the amount of $128,290, to Elite Sheet Metal and Rain Gutter
Company for the replacement of deteriorated rain gutters and downspouts at the
Rancho Las Virgenes Composting Facility.

B Annual Bioassessment Monitoring Report: Approval of Purchase Order (Pg. 105)
Authorize the General Manager to approve a purchase order to Aquatic
Bioassay Consulting Laboratories, Inc., in the amount of $44,652, for the annual
bioassessment monitoring report.

C Twin Lakes Pump Station Pipeline Project: Acquisition of Easements (Pg. 108)
Accept the proposal from Hamner, Jewell and Associates; and authorize the
General Manager to execute a professional services agreement, in the amount
of $94,750, for the acquisition of easements for the Twin Lakes Pump Station
Pipeline Project.

D California Water/Wastewater Agency Response Network (CalWARN) (Pg. 116)
Authorize the General Manager to execute an agreement for the District to
become a party to the CalWARN 2007 Omnibus Mutual Assistance Agreement.
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9 FINANCE AND ADMINISTRATION

A Claim by Thuy Tran Wu (Pg. 130)
Deny the claim from Thuy Tran Wu.

10 RESOURCE CONSERVATION AND PUBLIC OUTREACH

A AB 2050 (Caballero), Small System Water Authority Act of 2018: Support (Pg. 137)
Support AB 2050 (Caballero), the Small System Water Authority Act of 2018.

11 INFORMATION ITEMS

A Claim by Michael and Roxanne Burk (Pg. 150)

12 NON-ACTION ITEMS

A Organization Reports 

(1) MWD Representative Report/Agenda(s) (Pg. 157)

(2) Other

B Director's Reports on Outside Meetings

C General Manager Reports 

(1) General Business

(2) Follow-Up Items

D Director's Comments

13 FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS

14 PUBLIC COMMENTS

Members of the public may now address the Board of Directors ON MATTERS NOT
APPEARING ON THE AGENDA, but within the jurisdiction of the Board. No action
shall be taken on any matter not appearing on the agenda unless authorized by
Subdivision (b) of Government Code Section 54954.2

15 CLOSED SESSION

16 OPEN SESSION AND ADJOURNMENT

Pursuant to Section 202 of the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (42 U.S.C. Sec. 12132), and applicable federal
rules and regulations, requests for a disability-related modification or accommodation, including auxiliary aids or
services, in order to attend or participate in a meeting, should be made to the Executive Assistant/Clerk of the Board in
advance of the meeting to ensure availability of the requested service or accommodation. Notices, agendas, and public
documents related to the Board meetings can be made available in appropriate alternative format upon request.
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LAS VIRGENES MUNICIPAL WATER DISTRICT 
4232 Las Virgenes Road, Calabasas CA 91302 

MINUTES 
REGULAR MEETING 

5:00 PM February 13, 2018 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag was led by Karen Kimmel. 

1. CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL

The meeting was called to order at 5:00 p.m. by Board President Peterson in the Board 
Room at Las Virgenes Municipal Water District headquarters at 4232 Las Virgenes Road, 
Calabasas, CA 91302.  Josie Guzman, Clerk of the Board, conducted the roll call. 

Present:  Directors Charles Caspary, Jay Lewitt, Len Polan, Glen Peterson, and 
Lee Renger. 

Absent: None  
Staff Present:  David Pedersen, General Manager 

David Lippman, Director of Facilities and Operations  
Joe McDermott, Director of Resource Conservation and Public Outreach 
Don Patterson, Director of Finance and Administration 
Josie Guzman, Clerk of the Board  
Keith Lemieux, District Counsel  

2. APPROVAL OF AGENDA

Director Caspary moved to approve the agenda. Motion seconded by Director Lewitt. 
Motion carried unanimously. 

3. PUBLIC COMMENTS

ITEM 4B
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 None.  
 

4. CONSENT CALENDAR 
 

 A List of Demands: February 13, 2018: Ratify  
 
 B Minutes: Special Meeting of January 30, 2018: Approve 
 
 C Directors’ Per Diem: January 2018: Ratify 
  
 Director Caspary moved to approve the Consent Calendar. Motion seconded by Director 

Polan. Motion carried unanimously. 
 

5. ILLUSTRATIVE AND/OR VERBAL PRESENTATION AGENDA ITEMS  
 

A 60th Anniversary Recognition of Partner in Service: Las Virgenes Unified 
School District 

 
Board President Peterson recognized Las Virgenes Unified School District (LVUSD) as 
the District’s Partner in Service. 
 
Vice Chair Linda Menges of the LVUSD Board of Trustees presented a proclamation to 
the Board in recognition of the District’s 60th anniversary, and thanked the Board for its 
support of the LVUSD. 
 
Dr. Daniel Stepenosky, LVUSD Superintendent, acknowledged the District’s 60th 
anniversary. He expressed the school district’s appreciation for LVMWD’s partnership 
and support. 
 
The Board presented a plaque to Vice Chair Linda Menges, LVUSD Board of Trustees; 
Dr. Daniel Stepenosky, Superintendent; Karen Kimmel, Assistant Superintendent of 
Business; and Steve Scifres, Director of Curriculum and Athletics. 
 
B Legislative and Regulatory Updates 
 
Joe McDermott, Director of Resource Conservation and Public Outreach, provided an 
update regarding SB 998 (Dodd), which would restrict water shut-offs for non-payment 
for at least 60 days following a delinquency and allow local health agencies to assess 
whether water shut-offs would pose any issues to residents’ health and safety. He stated 
that the proposed bill would include a 90-day appeal process resulting in restricting water 
shut-off for 180 days if a customer demonstrates an economic hardship. He also stated 
that the proposed bill would include an annual requirement to report the number of water 
shut-offs, which would be posted on the agency’s website. He stated that the proposed 
bill would become effective on April 1, 2019, if passed. He also stated that the District 
would oppose this bill unless amended because there are better avenues to deal with 
delinquencies. He also provided an update regarding AB 2050 (Caballero), Small System 
Water Authority, which would allow for consolidation of small water systems that are 
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experiencing difficulties meeting water quality standards on a consistent basis.  He also 
provided an update on proposed wasteful water use regulations, and stated that a letter 
to the State Water Resources Control Board (State Board) was sent on behalf of the Las 
Virgenes-Triunfo Joint Powers Authority regarding the proposal to restrict irrigating turf in 
street medians and parkways. He noted that the State Board addressed these concerns 
and updated the proposed regulations to include grandfathering for irrigation of turf in 
street medians and parkways with recycled water systems that were installed prior to 
January 1, 2018. He stated that there is concern with street medians that were currently 
under construction for cities that are planning to use recycled water for irrigation, which 
should be grandfathered as well. He commented that the District and other agencies 
throughout the State continue to believe that this is an overreaching regulation, and that 
it would be best for individual communities to make the determination of what is 
considered wasteful and unreasonable water use. He noted that staff notified the 
individual cities in the District’s service area regarding the proposed changes to the bill, 
and staff would send a letter to the State Board addressing the concerns. He responded 
to a question regarding SB 998 and whether the District would be in violation of 
Proposition 218 should a customer appeal a water shut-off by stating that this is one of 
the concerns that other customers cannot subsidize the cost of the serving water provided 
to another customer. 
 
C Water Supply Conditions Update 
 
General Manager David Pedersen presented the report. 

 
6. TREASURER 

 
Director Renger stated that the Treasurer’s report was in order. 
 

7. BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 

A 2018 WateReuse California Annual Conference: Board Member Attendance 
 
Authorize Board Member attendance and per diem compensation for the 2018 
WateReuse California Annual Conference in Monterey from March 25 to 27, 2018. 
 
Director Renger moved to approve Item 7A. Motion seconded by Director Polan. Motion 
carried unanimously. 
 

8. FACILITIES AND OPERATIONS 
 

A Calleguas-Las Virgenes Municipal Water District Interconnection: Approve 
Amendment No. 1 to Interconnection Agreement 

 
Authorize the General Manager to execute Amendment No. 1 to the Cooperative 
Agreement with Calleguas Municipal Water District for a potable water 
interconnection. 
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David Lippman, Director of Facilities and Operations, presented the report.  
 
Director Lewitt moved to approve Item 8A. Motion seconded by Director Renger.  
 
David Lippman, Director of Facilities and Operations, responded to a question regarding 
the reason that the project is taking longer than anticipated by stating that Calleguas 
Municipal Water District needs to conduct additional work, such as acquisition of the pump 
station site and design of a pump station building that is compatible with the community. 
He further responded to a question regarding the possibility of any issues that might come 
out of the environmental document and could cause the detail design to change.  He stated 
that staff would take the detail design up to 90 percent and incorporate any mitigation 
measures that come out of the CEQA document.  
 
Motion carried unanimously. 

 
B Award Fiscal Year 2017-18 Vehicle Replacement Program 
 
Authorize the General Manager to issue a purchase order to Fritts Ford of Riverside 
for two Ford F350 4X4 regular cab utility bed service trucks, one Ford F350 2X4 
regular cab utility bed service truck, one F150 4X4 regular cab truck, and one Ford 
Escape, in the aggregate amount of $172,108.98; and declare five high mileage, older 
vehicles as surplus equipment. 
 
General Manager David Pedersen presented the report. He noted that the report 
contained some typographical errors and any reference to 3/4-ton trucks should be one-
ton trucks. 
 
Director Polan moved to approve Item 8B. Motion seconded by Director Caspary.  
 
Shawn Triplett, Facilities Maintenance Supervisor, responded to a question regarding the 
reason that some of the local dealerships did not submit a bid by stating that staff contacted 
dealerships that conduct fleet sales and provide special pricing for public agencies, and 
perhaps some of the dealerships were unable to determine the public agency pricing. He 
further responded to a question regarding the 10 percent variation in the bids in relation to 
the specifications by stating that he conducted research online to prepare the 
specifications according to the District’s needs, and he sent the specifications to the 
dealerships that agreed to submit a bid based on the specifications. 
 
Motion carried unanimously. 
 
C Deerlake Ranch Tract No. 53138: Quitclaim of Surplus of Easements 
 
Declare as surplus the easements within Parcel Nos. 6, 7, 8, 11, 12, and 13 of 
Easement No. 26, Los Angeles County Recorder’s Document No. 2305; and 
authorize the General Manager to execute a quitclaim for the easements. 
 
David Lippman, Director of Facilities and Operations, presented the report. 
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Director Renger moved to approve Item 8C. Motion seconded by Director Caspary.  
 
Motion carried unanimously. 

 
9. FINANCE AND ADMINISTRATION 

 
A Financial Review: Second Quarter of Fiscal Year 2017-18 
 
Receive and file the financial review for the second quarter of Fiscal Year 2017-18. 
 
Angela Saccareccia, Finance Manager, presented a PowerPoint presentation.  
 
Don Patterson, Director of Finance and Administration, responded to a question regarding 
the difference between the rate study and the actual potable water revenue by stating that 
the rate study was done before drought regulations were imposed. He noted that staff did 
not anticipate the extent of the multi-year drought at the time of the rate study, and the 
imposed restrictions lowered the anticipated revenues due to lower consumption. He 
further responded to a question regarding the $700,000 difference between the potable 
water operating surplus and the potable water enterprise surplus by stating that the 
operating surplus is the difference between revenues and expenditures before capital 
expenditures.  
 
Joe McDermott, Director of Resource Conservation and Public Outreach, responded to a 
question regarding the increase in the number of customers who are being penalized for 
wasteful water use by stating that some of these customers did not adjust their irrigation 
controllers when entering the winter months, which could have led to some of these 
penalties. He stated that he would work with staff to conduct additional outreach. He also 
stated that staff is looking into other incentive programs that could be offered to 
customers, such as weather-based irrigation controllers. He further responded to a 
question regarding the ability of customers to stay within their water budgets using new 
weather-based irrigation controllers by stating that the City of Ventura launched a program 
six months ago and he would follow-up and provide information on the metrics at a future 
meeting. 
 
Director Caspary moved to receive and file Item 9A. Motion seconded by Director Renger.  
Motion carried unanimously. 
 
B Potable Water Standby Charge: Adoption of Ordinance 
 
Waive the full reading of proposed Ordinance No. 280 as it relates to continuation 
of the Water Replacement Standby Charge for Fiscal Year 2018-19; give second 
reading of the Ordinance by title only; pass, approve and adopt the Ordinance as 
presented; and order publication within 15 days of adoption using a summary of the 
Ordinance. 
 
ORDINANCE NO. 280 (SECOND READING AND ADOPTION) 
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AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF LAS VIRGENES MUNICIPAL 
WATER DISTRICT AS IT RELATES TO STANDBY CHARGES FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 
COMMENCING JULY 1, 2018 
 
General Manager David Pedersen presented the report.  
 
Director Renger moved waive the full reading of Ordinance No. 280 as it relates to 
continuation of the Water Replacement Fund Standby Charge for the fiscal year 
commencing July 1, 2018. Motion seconded by Director Polan. Motion carried 
unanimously. 
 
Director Renger moved to give second reading of Ordinance No. 280 by title only; pass, 
approve and adopt Ordinance No. 280 as presented; and order publication within 15 days 
of adoption using a summary of the ordinance. Motion seconded by Director Caspary. 
Motion carried unanimously. 
 
District Counsel Keith Lemieux read Ordinance No. 280 by title only. 

  
 C Claim from Jayne and Marshall Farb 
 
 Deny the Claim from Jayne and Marshall Farb. 
 
 Director Renger moved to deny the claim from Jayne and Marshall Farb. Motion seconded 

by Director Caspary. Motion carried unanimously. 
 

10. INFORMATION ITEMS 
 

A Special District Leadership Foundation: District Transparency Certificate of 
Excellence 

 
Mike McNutt, Public Affairs and Communications Manager, presented the Special District 
Leadership Foundation District Transparency Certificate of Excellence to the Board. 
 

11. NON-ACTION ITEMS 
 

A Organization Reports 
 

(1) MWD Representative Report/Agenda(s) 
  
 Board President Peterson reported that the MWD Board met earlier in the day where the 

2017 MWD Annual Report was distributed and the MWD Board set a public hearing date 
for the next two-year proposed water rates and charges. He also reported that he was 
recognized for 25 years of service on the MWD Board, and Chairman Randy Record was 
recognized for 15 years of service. He noted that Board Member Mark Gold expressed 
concern that people are not conserving water, and he is advocating for mandatory water 
conservation. 
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(2) Other 
 

B Director’s Reports on Outside Meetings 
 
Director Lewitt reported that he attended the Association of California Water Agencies 
(ACWA) Federal Affairs Committee Meeting in Sacramento on January 31st where they 
discussed water storage and proposed water bonds on the 2018 ballot. 
 
Director Polan reported that he attended the ACWA Water Management Committee 
Meeting in Sacramento on February 7th where they received an update on the California 
Water Plan, which would be focused on sustainability and envisioned spending of up to 
$2 billion per year, and would be the model for surcharges to fund disadvantaged 
community water systems.  He also reported that there would be an update on the report 
of contaminants of emerging concern, which would require additional monitoring. He 
reported that there would be an update to the Integrated Regional Water Management 
Plan, and he expressed concern with having more appropriate data reflecting the 
geological formation that was excluded from the previous report. He noted that ACWA is 
supporting the CalTech light detection and ranging (LiDAR) imaging of the snowpack in 
the Sierras to get better measurements of the water content in the mountains. 
 
C General Manager Reports 

 
(1) General Business 

  
 General Manager David Pedersen provided an update on the Employee Total 

Compensation Study. He stated that work is proceeding with proposed updates to several 
job descriptions, a recommended list of comparator agencies, and a meeting to discuss 
internal relationships between positions. He noted that the consultant is collecting data 
from the comparator agencies for compensation and benefits, such as retirement, health, 
and Social Security. He stated that a draft report would be provided to the Board, likely in 
March. He reported that the Quarterly Wastewater and Watershed Tour was held on 
February 10th hosted by Board President Peterson and Triunfo Sanitation District Director 
Susan Pan, with 45 people in attendance. He noted that the February 27th Board meeting 
would be canceled due Board members attending the CASA and ACWA Washington D.C. 
Conferences. He also reported that the MWD 12-day shut-down would begin on March 
4, 2018. David Lippman, Director of Operations and Facilities, noted that the area affected 
by the shut-down would be those areas supplied from the Jensen Treatment Plant and 
West Valley Feeder Nos. 1 and 2. 

 
(2) Follow-Up Items 

 
 D Directors’ Comments 
 
 Director Polan inquired whether augmenting the creek with water violates Proposition 

218. District Counsel Keith Lemieux responded "no". Director Polan inquired whether the 
District would still be required to augment water into the creek should MWD not provide 
water to the District following an earthquake. District Counsel Keith Lemieux responded 
that the permit does not cover acts of God or a disaster situation. 
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12. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 
 

Board President Peterson requested a future agenda item for a free rain barrel program 
that would be unique to the District. 
 

13. PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 

 None. 
 

14. CLOSED SESSION  
 

None. 
 

 15. OPEN SESSION AND ADJOURNMENT 
 

Seeing no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was duly adjourned at 
6:06 p.m. 
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LVMWD Regular Meeting   
February 13, 2018 

 
 
 
 
                                                                     
    GLEN PETERSON, President 
    Board of Directors 
    Las Virgenes Municipal Water District 
ATTEST: 
 
 
    
JAY LEWITT, Secretary 
Board of Directors 
Las Virgenes Municipal Water District 
 
(SEAL) 
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ITEM 4D

March 13, 2018 LVMWD Regular Board Meeting

TO: Board of Directors

FROM: Finance & Administration

Subject : Monthly Cash and Investment Report: January 2018

SUMMARY:

During the month of January, the value of the District’s investment portfolio increased from
$76,222,266, held on December 31, 2017, to $78,265,339.  No investments matured or were
called in January.  Two investments were purchased, increasing the book value of the
investment account to $44,034,625.  The value of the District’s Local Agency Investment
Fund (LAIF) account increased to $31,458,514.

RECOMMENDATION(S):

Receive and file the Monthly Cash and Investment Report for January 2018.

FISCAL IMPACT:

No

ITEM BUDGETED:

No

DISCUSSION:

As of January 31, 2018, the District held $78,265,339, up 17.25% year-over-year.  The
portfolio was up 2.68% from the previous month’s total of $76,222,266.  The majority of the
funds were held in the District’s investment account, which had a January 31st book value of
$44,034,625.  LAIF held the majority of the remaining funds, in the amount of $31,458,514.  A
significant portion of the balance, $2,756,000, was held in LAIF as required reserves for the
bond refunding.  The annualized yield for the District’s investment portfolio was 1.72% in
January 2018, up three basis points from December 2017.  The annualized yield on the
District’s LAIF funds was 1.35% in January 2018, up as compared to December’s 1.24%. 
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The total yield on the District’s accounts was 1.56%, up from 1.18% year-over-year.  
 
No investments matured or were called during January 2018.
 
The following investments were purchased during January 2018:
 

Morgan Stanley Bank insured CD in the amount of $245,000, maturing on 1/11/23; YTM
2.65%.
A $1 million FAMCA agency bullet with a 2.130% coupon at a discount, in the amount of
$990,240, maturing on 01/24/23 with a YTM of 2.338%.

 
The following transactions occurred in the District’s LAIF account:
 

1/11/18 – Deposit in the amount of $1,000,000.
1/12/18 – Quarterly Interest in the amount of $89,562.67.
1/31/18 – Withdrawal in the amount of $500,000.
 

The District’s investments are in compliance with the adopted Investment Policy, and the
District has sufficient funds to meet expenditures during the next six months from funds held in
LAIF.
 
Cash Analysis:
 
Another important aspect of the Monthly Cash and Investment Report is to monitor the
District’s performance as compared to its adopted Financial Policies.  Attachment B shows
the District’s total cash and investments as of January 31, 2018 and compares the balances to
the adopted Financial Policies.  As shown for January, the Potable Water Enterprise was
$14.6 million below the levels set forth in the District’s Financial Policies.  The Sanitation
Enterprise had cash and investments that exceeded the District’s Financial Policies by $14.7
million, and the Recycled Water Enterprise had cash and investments that exceeded the
District’s Financial Policy levels by $7.9 million.  At the March 20, 2018 Strategic
Planning Workshop, staff will present the Board with a proposal to specifically designate the
funds that exceed to the financial policy levels for capital projects in support of the Board’s
policy to prioritize pay-as-you-go project financing.

GOALS:

Ensure Effective Utilization of the Public's Assets and Money

Prepared by:  Donald Patterson, Director of Finance and Administration

ATTACHMENTS:
Descr ipt ion

Charts
Monthly Investment Report
Definitions
January Cash Report
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The District’s total yield varies depending on the percentage of the portfolio in LAIF versus the 

Investment Portfolio. If a higher percentage of the District’s funds are in LAIF, the lower the 

total yield since LAIF is more liquid, more conservative, and has significantly lower yields than 

bonds held in the Investment Portfolio. As of January 31, 2018, at Book Value, LAIF held 40.19% 

of the District’s portfolio, the investment portfolio held 56.27%, and the refunding revenue 

bonds held 3.52%, with the remainder in a money market account. As can be seen in the chart 

below, the total yield in January 2018 was 1.56%, six basis point higher than December 2017 

and up from 1.18% one year ago.  

 
 
In January, the annualized yield for the District’s Investment Portfolio was 1.72%, up from 

1.69% in December and up from 1.49% a year ago. The chart below shows annualized monthly 

yield of the current fiscal year compared with the same monthly yield over the previous year.  
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The following chart shows the average annualized LAIF yields over the past twelve months. In 

January, the LAIF yield was 1.35%, up from 1.24% in November and up from 0.75% a year ago.  

 

 
 

In order to benchmark how the District’s portfolio is performing, it is useful to compare its 

investment portfolio with a comparable index. The District has historically compared its 

investment portfolio returns to the 2‐Year and 3‐Year Treasury notes. Because the District buys 

and holds its investments, the average portfolio yield should generally be flatter and trail the 2 

and 3‐year Treasuries.  
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Equally important to monitoring performance is to monitor total portfolio value which includes 

the District’s Investment Portfolio and LAIF accounts. The chart below shows the total portfolio 

value between 2009 and 2017. The significant reduction in 2014 is primarily because of the 

Torchwood Tank and other backbone improvement program projects. In January, the District’s 

portfolio increased 2.68% from December to $78,265,339.  

 

 
 

The chart below compares total portfolio value in the current Fiscal Year, compared to the 

same period in the previous fiscal year.  
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The chart below shows the value of the District’s Investment and LAIF portfolios over the past 

twelve‐month period. The District’s Investment Policy requires an amount equal to 6 months of 

operating budget to be kept in LAIF, which is $24.6 million. In September, the District continued 

to maintain a higher LAIF balance of $31.5 million to ensure adequate cash flow in anticipation 

of a real property purchase.   
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Monthly Investment Report Definitions 
 

Definitions 

 Disc./Cpn Rate –  The yield paid by a fixed income security. 

 Yield to Call (YTC) – The rate of return of a security held to call when interest payments, 

market value and par value are considered. 

 Yield to Maturity (YTM) – The rate of return of a security held to maturity when interest 

payments,  market value and par value are considered. 

 Bullet – A fixed income security that cannot be redeemed by the issuer until the maturity date. 

 Callable – A fixed income security that can be redeemed by the issuer before the maturity date. 

 Book Value – The price paid for the security. 

 Par Value – The face value of a security. 

 Market Value – The current price of a security. 

 Custodian – The financial institution that holds securities for an investor. 

 
Investment Abbreviations 

 FHLB – Federal Home Loan Bank 

 FHLMC – Federal Home Loan Mortgage Corporation (Freddie Mac) 

 FNMA – Federal National Mortgage Association (Fannie Mae) 

 FFCB – Federal Farm Credit Bank 

 FAMCA – Federal Agricultural Mortgage Corporation  

 Bonds 

o AMAWTR – Amador Water Agency 

o CAL ST – State of California  

o CASHGR – California State University 

o CASPWR – State of California Department of Water Resources 

o CON ST – State of Connecticut  

o COTSCD ‐ Cotati‐Rohnert Park Unified School District 

o MDS – State of Maryland 

o MOUSCD – Mountain View Unified School District 

o NEWSCD – Newark, CA Unified School District 

o NYSDEV – New York State Urban Development Revenue Bond 

o SCVWTR – Santa Clara Valley Water District 

o SFOFAC – City and County of San Francisco Community Facilities District 
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Ending At Midnight - March 5, 2018

Graph Updated 03/06/2018 02:45 PM

LEGEND

Capacity
(TAF)

% of Capacity |% of Historical
Average

Historical

Average

Trinity Lake
73% | 97%

Lake Shasta
76% | 102%

Lake Oroville
42% | 59%

Folsom Lake
54% | 95%

New Melones Lake
80% | 130%

Don Pedro Reservoir
82% | 115%

Lake McClure
67% | 127%

San Luis Reservoir
77% | 89%

Millerton Lake
64% | 97%

Lake Perris
56% | 67%

Castaic Lake
81% | 93%

Pine Flat Reservoir
53% | 99%
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NORTH
Data as of March 5, 2018

Number of Stations Reporting 27

Average snow water equivalent (Inches) 7.4

Percent of April 1 Average (%) 28

Percent of normal for this date (%) 30

CENTRAL
Data as of March 5, 2018

Number of Stations Reporting 39

Average snow water equivalent (Inches) 11.5

Percent of April 1 Average (%) 39

Percent of normal for this date (%) 43

SOUTH
Data as of March 5, 2018

Number of Stations Reporting 28

Average snow water equivalent (Inches) 8.7

Percent of April 1 Average (%) 33

Percent of normal for this date (%) 37

STATE
Data as of March 5, 2018

Number of Stations Reporting 94

Average snow water equivalent (Inches) 9.5

Percent of April 1 Average (%) 34

Percent of normal for this date (%) 37

Current Regional Snowpack from Automated Snow Sensors

 % of April 1 Average / % of Normal for This Date

Data as of March 5, 2018

Updated 03/06/2018 02:45 PM

Northern Sierra / Trinity

Central Sierra

Southern Sierra

28% / 30%

39% / 43%

33% / 37%

Statewide Average: 34% / 37%
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ITEM 7A

March 13, 2018 LVMWD Regular Board Meeting

TO: Board of Directors

FROM: Facilities & Operations

Subject : Reclassification of Administrative Services Coordinator Position

SUMMARY:

With the resignation of the District's Administrative Services Coordinator (ASC) in October
2017, staff took the opportunity to evaluate the administrative needs of the Facilities and
Operations Department as compared to the duties of the position.  The ASC assists the
Department with budget preparation, purchasing and some regulatory compliance functions. 
In addition, the ASC performs high-level complex analyses for special projects such as
required for the 2015 Potable Water, Recycled Water and Sanitation Rate Study and 2016
Water, Recycled Water, and Sanitation Capacity Fee Study.  Looking forward, staff
anticipates the Department will need more support with administrative activities and less for
high-level complex analyses, which distinguish the ASC position from other positions.  As a
result, staff recommends reclassifying the ASC position to a Management Analyst I/II position.

RECOMMENDATION(S):

Reclassify an existing Administrative Services Coordinator position, Salary Grade M83, to a
Management Analyst I/II position, Salary Grade M59/74.

FISCAL IMPACT:

Yes

ITEM BUDGETED:

Yes

FINANCIAL IMPACT:

The reclassification would result in a long-term annual cost-savings of $13,011.28, or
approximately 7%.  The short-term cost-savings could be substantially higher, depending on
the level at which the positon is filled.
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DISCUSSION:

The Facilities and Operations Department is the largest organizational group at the District and
responsible for the operation and maintenance of the potable water, recycled water and
sanitation systems, as well as the planning, engineering and construction of facilities.  The
Department generates the most purchasing activity and budget expenditures.  Also, the
majority of District's regulatory compliance activities fall under the Department’s
responsibility.  A significant amount of administrative support is required by the Department to
plan and track its many functions.
 
Traditionally, an Administrative Service Coordinator (ASC) provided the Department with
assistance on budget preparation, purchasing and some regulatory compliance functions, in
addition to performing high-level complex analyses.  In recent years, high-level complex
analyses were required for a variety of efforts including the 2015 Potable Water, Recycled
Water and Sanitation Rate Study and 2016 Water, Recycled Water, and Sanitation
Capacity Fee Study.  However, staff anticipates that the Department's needs are shifting from
high-level complex analyses, which distinguish the ASC position from other positions, to more
traditional administrative functions.  As a result, staff believes that the Department's needs are
better matched to the job duties of a Management Analyst I/II.

GOALS:

Ensure Effective Utilization of the Public's Assets and Money

Prepared by:  David R. Lippman, P.E., Director of Facilities and Operations
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ITEM 8A

March 13, 2018 LVMWD Regular Board Meeting

TO: Board of Directors

FROM: Facilities & Operations

Subject : Rancho Las Virgenes Composting Facility Rain Gutter Replacement:
Authorization of Purchase Order

The Las Virgenes-Triunfo Joint Powers Authority (JPA) approved funding for this matter in the
JPA Budget.  This recommendation is before the LVMWD Board, as the Administering Agent
of the JPA, as authorized by the JPA Agreement.

SUMMARY:

The Rancho Las Virgenes Composting Facility was placed in service 24 years ago in 1994. 
As the facility has aged, the rain gutters and downspouts on the buildings have deteriorated to
the point that they require replacement. Staff solicited bids from a variety of firms that perform
rain gutter and sheet metal work over a period of several months.  However, due to the large
quantity of rain gutter, height of the buildings and specialized configuration, only one bid was
received from Elite Sheet Metal and Rain Gutter Company.  Staff recommends issuing a
purchase order to Elite Sheet Metal and Rain Gutter Company, in the amount of $128,290, to
complete the work.

RECOMMENDATION(S):

Waive the formal bidding process, and authorize the General Manager to issue a purchase
order, in the amount of $128,290, to Elite Sheet Metal and Rain Gutter Company for
the replacement of deteriorated rain gutters and downspouts at the Rancho Las Virgenes
Composting Facility.

FISCAL IMPACT:

Yes

ITEM BUDGETED:

Yes
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FINANCIAL IMPACT:

The adopted Fiscal Year 2017-18 JPA Budget provided $132,000 for the work.  No additional
appropriation is required.  The cost of the project will be allocated 70.6% to LVMWD and
29.4% to Triunfo Sanitation District.

DISCUSSION:

The rain gutters and downspouts at the Rancho Las Virgenes Composting Facility have
deteriorated to the point that they require replacement.  Attached are photos that illustrate the
condition of the rain gutters.  The scope of work consists of removing and disposing of the old
rain gutter for all seven buildings at the facility and installing a total of 4,910 linear feet of new
rain gutters and downspouts. 
 
Staff solicited bids from a variety of firms that perform rain gutter and sheet metal work over a
period of several months without any response.  The large quantity of rain gutter and height of
several of the buildings deterred most firms from submitting a bid.  In addition, the rain gutters
are larger and deeper than typical commercial installations and require custom sheet metal
fabrication.  Fortunately, staff identified Elite Sheet Metal and Rain Gutter Company as a
potential firm to perform the work and received a bid, in the amount of $128,290.  The cost of
the work is approximately 3% below the budgeted amount, and staff believes the fee is
reasonable.

GOALS:

Construct, Manage and Maintain All Facilities and Provide Services to Assure System
Reliability and Environmental Compatibility

Prepared by:  Brett Dingman, Water Reclamation Manager

ATTACHMENTS:
Descr ipt ion

Proposal from Elite Sheet Metal and Rain Gutter Company
Photo 1 of Deteriorated Rain Gutter
Photo 2 of Deteriorated Rain Gutter
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ITEM 8B

March 13, 2018 LVMWD Regular Board Meeting

TO: Board of Directors

FROM: Facilities & Operations

Subject : Annual Bioassessment Monitoring Report: Approval of Purchase Order

The Las Virgenes-Triunfo Joint Powers Authority (JPA) approved funding for this matter in the
JPA Budget.  This recommendation is before the LVMWD Board for action, acting as the
Administering Agent of the JPA, as authorized by the JPA Agreement.

SUMMARY:

Since 2006, the JPA has submitted an annual bioassessment monitoring report to the
Los Angeles Regional Water Quality Control Board as required by Tapia’s NPDES
Permit.  The report is intended to assess the "eco-health of the stream” by measuring the
physical condition of the receiving waters and their biological communities.  The work
involves sampling and characterizing the habitat potential of the creek, as well as
identifying and quantifying the species of benthic macroinvertebrates and algae at eight
different receiving water stations.
 
In 2010, new requirements were established for the JPA to conduct sampling and
taxonomic identification of algal biomass taken from the substrate.  This task is labor
intensive and requires the use of specialized consultants and laboratories.  As a result, the
overall cost of the bioassessment monitoring has increased.  The cost of the 2017
bioassessment monitoring report is $44,652.

RECOMMENDATION(S):

Authorize the General Manager to approve a purchase order to Aquatic Bioassay Consulting
Laboratories, Inc., in the amount of $44,652, for the annual bioassessment monitoring report.

FISCAL IMPACT:

Yes

ITEM BUDGETED:
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Yes

FINANCIAL IMPACT:

Sufficient funds are available for this work in the adopted Fiscal Year 2017-18 JPA Budget.

DISCUSSION:

Bioassessment monitoring for sampling sites along Malibu Creek (see attached map) is
required by Tapia’s NPDES Permit.  The monitoring consists of creek site sampling and
observations, laboratory analysis and data analysis for each site under protocols
established by the Surface Water Ambient Monitoring Program (SWAMP) and the U.S.
EPA estuarine sampling guidance documents for RSW-MC011D (Malibu Lagoon).
Site observations include stream flow measurements and a physical habitat assessment,
which evaluates stream bank conditions, potential sediment impairment, and canopy cover. It
was noted that the stream flows were below average due to persistent drought conditions.
Physical habitat assessments were optimal to suboptimal for most sites with RSW-007U
having the lowest (marginal) score due to sediment deposition and channel alteration.  The
laboratory analyses of the site samples identified 4,265 benthic macroinvertebrates from 42
different taxa. The sample sites the majority of organisms included disturbance tolerant
species, including snails, flies, mayflies, amphipods, midges, and New Zealand Mud Snails.
 
Results from sampling and laboratory analyses were used to determine scores using the
California Stream Condition Index (CSCI) and the Southern California Algae Index of
Biological Integrity (SoCA Algae IBI).  CSCI scores were determined by the composition of
the benthic macroinvertebrate community, while SoCA Algae IBI scores were determined by
the abundances and composition of diatom and soft-bodied algae communities.  CSCI scores
were either “likely altered” or “very likely altered,” and SoCA Algal IBI scores were classified
as “non-reference.”
 
One of the potential reasons given for the low scores in the bioassessment report was the
water quality in Malibu Creek.  Because of high sulfate and phosphate concentrations in the
water from the Monterey Formation, there was a detrimental effect on benthic
macroinvertebrates.

GOALS:

Construct, Manage and Maintain All Facilities and Provide Services to Assure System
Reliability and Environmental Compatibility

Annual bioassessment monitoring is required in Tapia's NPDES permit.

Prepared by:  Brett Dingman, Water Reclamation Manager

ATTACHMENTS:
Descr ipt ion

Map of Monitoring Stations
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ITEM 8C

March 13, 2018 LVMWD Regular Board Meeting

TO: Board of Directors

FROM: Facilities & Operations

Subject : Twin Lakes Pump Station Pipeline Project: Acquisition of Easements

SUMMARY:

On April 25, 2017, the Board accepted a proposal from Kennedy/Jenks Consultants,
Inc., and authorized the General Manager to execute a professional services agreement, in the
amount of $295,925, for the Twin Lakes Pump Station Pipeline Project.  The design is
currently 90% complete, and Kennedy/Jenks Consultants has recommended a pipeline
alignment as shown in Attachment A.  The proposed alignment requires easements across 11
parcels owned by private parties, the City of Los Angeles, the State of California, and
Metropolitan Water District of Southern California (MWDSC).  Staff solicited proposals from
two firms with experience obtaining easements and permits for the District: Hamner, Jewell
and Associates and m6 Consultants.  Although m6 Consultants declined to propose on the
work, Hamner Jewell submitted a detailed proposal.

RECOMMENDATION(S):

Accept the proposal from Hamner, Jewell and Associates; and authorize the General Manager
to execute a professional services agreement, in the amount of $94,750, for the acquisition of
easements for the Twin Lakes Pump Station Pipeline Project.

FISCAL IMPACT:

Yes

ITEM BUDGETED:

Yes

FINANCIAL IMPACT:

Sufficient funds for the work are available in the adopted Fiscal Year 2017-18 Budget.  No
additional appropriation is required.
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DISCUSSION:

The Twin Lakes sub-system is currently supplied as a "satellite" system from the West Valley
Feeder No. 2 via the District's  8-inch LV-3 interconnection with Metropolitan Water District of
Southern California.  This 8-inch interconnection pipeline is not sufficient to meet future
demands in the Twin Lakes subsystem, especially with the proposed 314 home development
in Deerlake Ranch.  In addition, during an outage of the West Valley Feeder No. 2, the Twin
Lakes sub-system is supplied through a temporary connection to a Los Angeles Department
of Water and Power fire hydrant on Germain Street, east of Chatsworth Park South.  The Twin
Lakes Pump Station Pipeline Project will not only provide enough capacity to meet future
demands, it would also improve the reliability of the entire Twin Lakes sub-system by
connecting it to the District's existing 30-inch conduit, which can be supplied from either the
Calabasas Tank or West Valley Feeder No. 1 via LV-1.
 
Hamner Jewell is a specialty government real estate firm that helps public agencies with a
variety of real estate-related business transactions, including acquisition of easements.  Staff
has successfully worked with Hamner Jewell on many projects in the past.  After review of the
proposed scope and fees, staff believes the proposal is very reasonable, especially
considering the special experience needed to work with the City of Los Angeles and State of
California, and private property owners to successfully acquire the easements.  Nearly half of
the total proposed costs relate to necessary third-party expenses for items such as title reports
and appraisals.  Staff and Kennedy Jenks representatives met with City of Los Angeles and
MWDSC staff to inform them of the upcoming easement acquisition for the proposed project. 
Staff from the City of Los Angeles and MWDSC appeared to be receptive to the proposed
easement acquisition process.  

GOALS:

Construct, Manage and Maintain All Facilities and Provide Services to Assure System
Reliability and Environmental Compatibility

Construction of the Twin Lakes Pipeline Project will provide additional capacity to meet future
demands and enhance reliability for the entire Twin Lakes sub-system.

Prepared by:  John Zhao, P.E., Principal Engineer

ATTACHMENTS:
Descr ipt ion

Attachment A - Pipeline Alignment
Attachment B - Proposal from Hamner, Jewell and Associates
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Corporate and San Luis Obispo County Office      530 Paulding Circle, Suite A, Arroyo Grande, CA 93420      (805) 773-1459 
Ventura County Office                                            4476 Market Street, Suite 601, Ventura, CA 93003           (805) 658-8844 
Central Valley Office                                              6051 N. Fresno Street, Suite 106, Fresno, CA 93710            (559) 412-8710 

February 15, 2018 

via email to: jzhao@lvmwd.com 

John Zhao, PE 
Las Virgenes Municipal Water District 
4232 Las Virgenes Road 
Calabasas, CA  91302 

Subject: Las Virgenes Municipal Water District – Twin Lakes Pipeline Project 
Acquisition of Pipeline Easements 

Dear John, 

Thank you for contacting us to provide a proposal for appraisal and acquisition services. We have reviewed 
the information you provided and understand that Las Virgenes Municipal Water District (“LVMWD”) is 
planning a Pump Station Pipeline in the Twin Lakes area of Chatsworth in Los Angeles County.  We 
understand that LVMWD needs to install a pipeline requiring a 30’ pipeline easement and a 50’ temporary 
construction easement on each of the following 8 larger parcels with 7 owners as noted below.  We are 
pleased to assist you with this effort! 

Larger 
Parcel APN Owner Impact 

1 2723-010-904 City of Los Angeles
Parks and Rec District Pipeline along existing access road.

2 2723-009-905 Metropolitan Water 
District Pipeline will cross northern end of this parcel. 

3 

2723-009-908 

State of California Pipeline runs along Boulder Ridge Terrace at 
south border of parcel. 

2723-009-913 
2723-009-910 
2723-009-911 

4 2723-009-002 Parton Jesse D / 
Reinoehl Kathleen 

Pipeline runs through southwest corner of parcel, 
the front yard of this residential parcel.  

5 2723-009-015 Brown, Julie 
Residence Trust Pipeline crosses parcel at road. 

6 2723-009-903 
City of Los Angeles 
Parks and Rec 
Department 

Pipeline generally runs parallel to Germain Street, 
along southern border of parcel. Routes around 
existing trees through ballpark outfield, through 
parking lot and open space on the other side of the 
flood canal. 

7 2723-009-907 LA County Flood 
Control District Pipeline runs across/under this flood canal parcel. 

8 2723-013-903 City of Los Angeles 
Pipeline runs down Valley Circle Blvd and 
crosses and undeveloped swath of land to Andora 
Avenue. 

 HAMNER, JEWELL & ASSOCIATES 
        Government Real Estate Services 

 Right of Way Acquisition ~ Relocation Assistance ~ Real Property Consulting        

       Offices in Ventura, San Luis Obispo and Fresno Counties

      Writer’s Telephone Number:  (805) 658-8844 
  Writer’s email address: hjohnson@hamner-jewell.com 

Attachment B
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John Zhao, PE 
Twin Lakes Pipeline Project 
February 15, 2018 
Page 2 of 3 

You have indicated that the LVMWD has good relationships with the City of Los Angeles (“L.A.”) and the 
City of L.A. Park and Recreation District.  Structural improvements that may be impacted are the parking 
lot owned by City of L.A. Parks and Recreation, City owned Valley Circle Boulevard, and possibly, the 
drainage canal owned by the L.A. County Flood Control District.  We would need to understand how the 
District plans to cross the canal, whether they will build a bridge or bore below the existing canal.   

We propose to order Preliminary Title Reports from Chicago Title Company.  We would need LVMWD 
to provide us with project plans, right of way maps, and specific legal descriptions with plat maps, and area 
calculations for the areas that need to be acquired for the project.  Once we have these items, we will have 
the appraisals completed by Riggs and Riggs, Inc. Since Joyce Riggs has a history working with the City 
of L.A. and the Metropolitan Water District, they should acknowledge the appraisal reports as accurate. 

We will then prepare easement purchase offer packages, consisting of offer letters, appraisal summary 
statements, right of way agreements and easement deeds for LVMWD’s review and pre-approval.  Once 
LVMWD approves the appraisals and offer packages, we will meet with property owners to present the 
offers and seek property owner agreements. Once Agreements are reached, we will provide notary services 
for easement deed execution and process obtained agreements for LVMWD acceptance.  Lastly, we would 
process the documents through escrow to deed recordation and issuance of a title insurance policy to 
LVMWD. It is always our goal to reach mutually acceptable amicable agreements with property owners on 
our client’s behalf and we have an excellent track record of doing so. Of course, the level of accessibility 
and responsiveness of each property owner will affect this success and the amount of time needed to achieve 
the final results. We also anticipate that the State-owned parcels may be more time consuming.   

To assist you with these services, we propose to bill monthly in accordance with the terms and provisions 
of our current Time and Materials Fee Schedule. We would work closely with you and your project team 
to ensure that we are investing our efforts in accordance with your needs and preferences. In any case where 
one is working with people, and in this case also public agencies, rather than completing an independently 
controllable task, it is always difficult to speculate in advance the specific amount of time that may be 
required to complete our goals. As indicated above, our efforts are impacted by the level of accessibility 
and responsiveness of the property owners. Obviously, some will require much more time than others in 
coming to terms and finalizing documents required for the purposes of the project. However, for your 
budgetary and contractual purposes, we propose the attached budget allocation. 

This estimate is based upon 65 hours for the state-owned parcels and 55 hours for each of the six other 
owners for our staff to handle the scope of work described above, plus 8 formal appraisals prepared by 
State-licensed Certified General Real Estate appraiser, Joyce Riggs, and a $15,500 quote for title reports 
from Chicago Title Company.  If it is deemed that any of the involved parcels will not require a formal 
appraisal, the appraisal budget will be appropriately reduced.   

This budget is also based on a presumption of no more than two required signatories per parcel and no more 
than one monetary lien subordination per parcel.  LVMWD will be solely responsible for the actual 
payments to property owners for the easement compensation and any and all transactional processing, 
closing costs, and recording fees.  Again, we will require you to provide us with project construction plans, 
legal descriptions, plats and area calculations for easement areas, which we will use in our discussions with 
property owners, provide to the appraiser to aid them in appraisal preparation and for our contract 
documents.  We will look to you to provide all review of documents that we prepare on LVMWD’s behalf 
at no expense or liability to HJA.  We have three decades of experience providing right of way acquisition 
services and are licensed through the State Bureau of Real Estate, however we do not provide legal services. 
Any legal review and consultation shall be handled directly by LVMWD, as it sees prudent or required by 
your internal policies and procedures. 
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John Zhao, PE 
Twin Lakes Pipeline Project 
February 15, 2018 
Page 3 of 3 
 
This proposal is valid for work completed by or before June 30, 2018.  If you have any questions or will 
require anything further in order to retain us to assist you with this project, please give me a call.  We look 
forward to working with you and assisting LVMWD with this project.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
Heather Johnson 
 
Heather Johnson 
 
Enc:  HJA Cost Proposal – Twin Lakes Pipeline.pdf 
 HJA Time and Materials Fee Schedule 
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Consultant: Contract No. Date 2/15/2018
dba Hamner, Jewell & Associates

Project Name:

RIGHT OF WAY SERVICES:

DIRECT LABOR Hours
Hourly Billing 

Rate ($)           Total ($)
Managing Senior Associate $225.00 $0.00
Senior Associate II $165.00 $0.00
Senior Associate I 330 $135.00 $44,550.00
Right of Way Agt II $115.00 $0.00
Right of Way Agt I $98.00 $0.00
Project Coordinator/Quality Ctrl $98.00 $0.00
Transaction/Escrow Coordinators 65 $80.00 $5,200.00
Clerical Support $45.00 $0.00

Total Hours 395 Total Direct Labor $49,750.00
OTHER DIRECT COST

Description Unit(s) Unit Cost

Title Reports 3 $1,100.00 $3,300.00
State and City Title Reports 8 $1,650.00 $13,200.00
Appraisals 8 $3,437.50 $27,500.00
Appraisal Reviews $0.00
Postage/Delivery/Mileage Lump Sum $1,000.00 * $1,000.00

Total Other Direct Costs $45,000.00
ANTICIPATED SALARY INCREASES

Total Direct Labor x 3.00% $49,750.00 3.0% $1,492.50

 
TOTAL COST

$94,750.00

NOTES:
•        Other Direct Cost items will be based on actual costs incurred with 10% markup.
•        8 appraisals,and 11 Preliminary Title Reports are included.
•        Professional services billed at actual time. We will bill only for actual time and expenses expended.

Rates will be adjusted at commencement of each fiscal year.
•         Maximum of 11  parcels. 
•         DOES NOT include preparation of right of way certification for client execution. 

COST PROPOSAL
(RIGHT OF WAY SERVICES)

Beacon Integrated Professional Resources, Inc. 

Twin Lakes Pipeline

Las Virgenes Municipal Water District - 2018
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Time & Materials Fee Schedule
Fee Schedule For

$225 an hour

$225 an hour*

$165 an hour

$135 an hour

$115 an hour

$98 an hour

$98 an hour

$80 an hour

$45 an hour

Project-baSed contractS 

Managing Senior Associate

Legal Support *

Senior Associate II/Project Manager

Senior Right of Way Associate I

Right of Way Associates II

Right of Way Associates I

Project Coordinator/Quality Control

Transaction and Escrow Coordinators

Administrative Support

Appraisers Lump Sum Fee per 
Appraisal Assignment

These rates are inclusive of secretarial support and general office expenses, overhead, and profit.  Reimbursable costs that may be 
passed through to the client as additional expenses include travel expenses (based upon the standard IRS mileage reimbursement rate 
for automobile travel, or actual expenses for rail or air travel), special handling fees such as certified, express mail, and delivery charges, 
postage, photography and third party photocopy expenses, certain project/client-specific telephone expenses, and other charges 
made by third parties in connection with performing the scope of services.  Such third party expenses may include, but are not 
limited to, such costs as moving bid fees, title and escrow company charges, and appraisal fees.  Fees charged by insurance companies 
for issuing insurance certificates for client per contract requirements will also be billed through to client for reimbursement.  Per 
diem charges may apply in cases where the project area is more than two hours auto commuting time away from a Hamner, Jewell 
& Associates (“HJA”) office location. 

All reimbursable and third party expenses will be billed to the client at cost plus 10%, with appropriate invoices or other appropriate 
documentation provided for reference, unless mark-up is contractually restricted.  Mileage and travel costs will be passed through 
without mark-up.

Statements for work shall be rendered monthly.  Payments are due within 30 days.  Payments not received within said period will 
accrue interest at a rate of 10% per annum.  

At all times, by pre-directive, our clients may structure and direct our efforts and general time expenditures so as to maintain control 
of the course and cost of our services.

If HJA is called upon or compelled to provide support for litigation or other proceedings, or respond to subpoenas in any way 
whatsoever related to the work HJA has completed on client’s behalf, client shall pay HJA for required time in accordance with the 
hourly rates and fees specified in this Fee Schedule, except, however, any time for court testimony and depositions shall be paid 
at a rate of $325/hour for HJA Senior Associates, $225/hour for HJA Associates, and $150/hour for HJA Support Staff.  HJA shall 
additionally be reimbursed for all out-of-pocket and overhead expenses in connection with such proceedings.  This provision shall 
survive the term of the contract and shall be binding without restriction of otherwise stated contract budget limitations.

Rates may be adjusted with thirty days advance written notice.

* At the request of several of our clients, this billing rate category has been added specifically in relation to the qualifications and services of Robert McDowell and
Cathy Springford who, as licensed attorneys, can provide cost effective support and coordination with client legal counselors.  Hamner, Jewell & Associates does not, 
however, provide legal representation or counsel; we work closely with the legal counsel of our clients to cost effectively assist in resolving any legal matters associated 
with services we provide.
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ITEM 8D

March 13, 2018 LVMWD Regular Board Meeting

TO: Board of Directors

FROM: Facilities & Operations

Subject : California Water/Wastewater Agency Response Network (CalWARN)

SUMMARY:

CalWARN’s mission is to support and promote statewide emergency preparedness, disaster
response and mutual aid for water and wastewater utilities.  An agency can join CalWARN by
signing the attached mutual assistance agreement; there is no cost to join.  The agreement
sets forth the terms by which CalWARN members share labor, materials and equipment with
each other during an emergency.  There is no obligation to provide assistance, but if help is
provided, the agreement sets forth the terms for payment, indemnity and other relevant issues.
 
By joining CalWARN, the District will have access to a large pool of labor, materials and
equipment during an emergency and immediately following an emergency.  The District would
also be able to assist other agencies during emergencies.  Many other agencies that provide
service in the vicinity of the District are already CalWARN members, including Metropolitan
Water District of Southern California, Triunfo Sanitation District, Ventura Regional Sanitation
District and Los Angeles Department of Water and Power.  In addition, Calleguas Municipal
Water District recently joined CalWARN.  The District would be a member of the Southern
OES Region 1.  Attached for reference is a list of Region 1 members.

RECOMMENDATION(S):

Authorize the General Manager to execute an agreement for the District to become a party to
the CalWARN 2007 Omnibus Mutual Assistance Agreement.

FISCAL IMPACT:

No

ITEM BUDGETED:

No
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FINANCIAL IMPACT:

There is no financial impact with this action.

GOALS:

Sustain Community Awareness and Support

Prepared by:  David R. Lippman, P.E., Director of Facilities and Operations

ATTACHMENTS:
Descr ipt ion

CalWARN Articles of Agreement
CalWARN 2007 Omnibus Mutual Assistance Agreement
CalWARN Region 1 Members
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CalWARN Mutual Aid/Asst Agreement  1 Approved and Adopted  
September 30, 2007 by Vote of Members 

Articles of Agreement 1 
California Water/Wastewater Agency Response Network 2 

WARN 2007 Omnibus Mutual Assistance Agreement  3 
 4 

This AGREEMENT is made and entered into by those water and wastewater utilities which have 5 
adopted and signed this agreement to provide mutual assistance in times of emergency in 6 
accordance with the California Emergency Services Act and the California Disaster and Civil 7 
Defense Master Mutual Aid Agreement; and to provide reimbursement for equipment, supplies 8 
and personnel made available on an emergency basis.  9 
 10 
All of said water and wastewater utilities being herein referred to collectively as "the parties."  11 
 12 
In consideration of the mutual covenants and agreements hereinafter set forth, the parties agree 13 
to provide mutual assistance to one another in times of emergency as follows:  14 

 15 
 16 

ARTICLE I. 17 
PURPOSE 18 

 19 
Recognizing that emergencies may require assistance in the form of personnel, equipment, and 20 
supplies from outside the area of impact, the signatory utilities hereby establish an Intrastate 21 
Program for Mutual Aid and Assistance.  Through the Mutual Aid and Assistance Program, 22 
Members coordinate response activities and share resources during emergencies.  This 23 
Agreement sets forth the procedures and standards for the administration of the Intrastate 24 
Mutual Aid and Assistance Program and is available to all water and wastewater utilities, public 25 
and private, in the State of California. 26 
 27 
 28 

ARTICLE II. 29 
DEFINITIONS 30 

 31 
A. Authorized Official – An employee or officer of a Member who is authorized to: (1) request 32 

assistance; (2) offer assistance; (3) refuse to offer assistance or (4) withdraw assistance 33 
under this.   34 

 35 
B. Emergency – A natural or human caused event or circumstance causing, or imminently 36 

threatening to cause impact to the operations of a member utility’s system, loss of life, injury 37 
to person or property, human suffering or financial loss, and includes, but is not limited to, 38 
fire, flood, severe weather, earthquake, civil disturbance, riot, explosion, drought, volcanic 39 
activity, spills or releases of oil or hazardous material, contamination, utility or transportation 40 
emergencies, disease, blight, infestation, intentional acts, sabotage, declaration of war, or 41 
other conditions which is, or is likely to be beyond the control of the services, personnel, 42 
equipment, and facilities of a Member and requires mutual assistance. 43 

 44 
C. Member – Any public or private water or wastewater utility that manifests intent to 45 

participate in the Mutual Aid and Assistance Program by executing this, the California 46 
Water/Wastewater Agency Response Network (CalWARN) Agreement.   47 

 48 
D. Associate Member – Any non utility participant, approved by the State Steering Committee, 49 

that provides a support role for the WARN program, for example State Department of Public 50 
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Health, or associations, who are members of the Regional or State Steering Committees 1 
and do not officially sign the WARN agreement. 2 

 3 
E. Confidential Information - Any document shared with any signatory to this Agreement that 4 

is marked confidential, including but not limited to any map, report, notes, papers, opinion, 5 
or e-mail which relates to the system vulnerabilities of a Member or Associate Member. 6 

 7 
F. Non-Responding Member - A Member that does not provide assistance during a Period of 8 

Assistance under the Mutual Aid and Assistance Program. 9 
 10 
G. Requesting Member – A Member who requests assistance under the Mutual Aid and 11 

Assistance Program.   12 
 13 
H. Responding Member – A Member that responds to a request for assistance under the 14 

Mutual Aid and Assistance Program.  15 
 16 
I. Period of Assistance – A specified period of time when a Responding Member assists a 17 

Requesting Member.  The period commences when personnel, equipment, or supplies 18 
depart from Responding Member’s facility and ends when the resources return to their 19 
facility (portal to portal).  All protections identified in the Agreement apply during this period.  20 
The specified Period of Assistance may occur during response to or recovery from an 21 
Emergency. 22 

 23 
J. National Incident Management System (NIMS) - A national, standardized approach to 24 

incident management and response that sets uniform processes and procedures for 25 
emergency response operations. 26 

 27 
K. Standardized Emergency Management System (SEMS) - A standardized approach to 28 

field command and jurisdictional management and response set forth by State of California 29 
Code of Regulations for multi-agency or multi-jurisdictional response to an emergency. 30 

 31 
 32 

ARTICLE III. 33 
ADMINISTRATION 34 

 35 
The administration of the Water/Wastewater Agency Response Network (WARN) will be 36 
through WARN Regional Steering Committees (RSC) and the WARN State Steering Committee 37 
(SSC).  38 
 39 
The WARN RSCs will be established by representatives from the Members in that region.  A 40 
chair and co-chair will be elected and act as administrators for that region.  The chair will 41 
represent the region on the WARN SSC.  Each WARN RSC will sponsor an annual meeting for 42 
Members, maintain a data base of all water and wastewater utilities who have signed this 43 
Agreement, and meet as a committee to address concerns and procedures for requesting 44 
mutual assistance in that region.  The regions will be comprised of one or more of the six Office 45 
of Emergency Services (OES) mutual aid regions.  46 
 47 
The WARN SSC will include the chairs of the regional steering committees, and a 48 
representative from the California Department of Public Health (CDPH), California Utilities 49 
Emergency Association (CUEA), Department of Water Resources (DWR), the American Water 50 
Works Association (AWWA) Emergency Planning Committee, California Rural Water 51 
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Association (CRWA) and California Sanitation Risk Management Authority (CSRMA).  The SSC 1 
will identify a Chair for the purpose of leading the SSC and act as a point of contact for the 2 
WARN SSC.  At a minimum, the WARN SSC will meet annually and issue a list of participating 3 
utilities.  The database will be maintained on the WARN website, managed by a volunteer 4 
Member, as appointed by the SSC.  5 
 6 
 7 

ARTICLE IV. 8 
PROCEDURES 9 

 10 
A. In coordination with the Regional Steering Committees, emergency management and public 11 

health system of the state, the State Steering Committee shall develop operational and 12 
planning procedures for the Mutual Aid and Assistance Program.  These procedures shall 13 
be consistent with the Standardized Emergency Management System (SEMS) and the 14 
National Incident Management System (NIMS), reviewed at least annually and updated as 15 
needed by the State Steering Committee.  16 

 17 
B. Requests for emergency assistance under this Agreement shall be directed to the 18 

appropriate Authorized Official(s) from the list of Members.  19 
 20 
C. Consistent with SEMS, when more than one County is impacted by a disaster, requests for 21 

mutual assistance under this Agreement may be channeled through the CUEA Utility 22 
Operation Center to ensure maximum effectiveness in allocating resources to the highest 23 
priority needs.  24 
  25 

 26 
ARTICLE V.  27 

REQUESTS FOR ASSISTANCE  28 
 29 

In general, assistance will be in the form of resources, such as equipment, supplies, and 30 
personnel.  Assistance shall be given only when Responding Member determines that its own 31 
needs can be met while rendering assistance.  The execution of this Agreement shall not create 32 
any duty to respond on the part of any party hereto.  A potential Responding Member shall not 33 
be held liable for failing to provide assistance.  A potential Responding Member has the 34 
absolute discretion to decline to provide any requested assistance.   35 
 36 
A. Member Responsibility - Members shall identify an Authorized Official and alternates; 37 

provide contact information including 24-hour access; and maintain resource information 38 
made available by the utility for mutual aid and assistance response, as allowed by utility 39 
policy. Such information shall be updated annually or as changes occur (whichever is 40 
sooner), provided to the State Steering Committee, and uploaded into the statewide 41 
database.  42 

 43 
B. Member Request - In the event of an Emergency, a Member’s Authorized Official may 44 

request mutual aid and assistance from a participating Member.  Requests for assistance 45 
can be made orally or in writing.  When made orally, the request for personnel, equipment, 46 
and supplies shall also be prepared in writing and submitted to the participating Member as 47 
soon as practicable.  Requests for assistance shall be directed to the Authorized Official of 48 
the participating Member.  Specific protocols for requesting aid shall be provided in the 49 
procedures developed under Article IV. 50 

 51 
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C. Response to a Request for Assistance – Members are not obligated to respond to a 1 
request. After a Member receives a request for assistance, the Authorized Official evaluates 2 
whether or not to respond, whether resources are available to respond, or if other 3 
circumstances would hinder response.  Following the evaluation, the Authorized 4 
Representative shall inform, as soon as possible, the Requesting Member whether it will 5 
respond.  If the Member is willing and able to provide assistance, the Member shall inform 6 
the Requesting Member about the type of available resources and the approximate arrival 7 
time of such assistance. 8 

 9 
D. Discretion of Responding Member’s Authorized Official – Execution of this Agreement 10 

does not create any duty to respond to a request for assistance.  When a Member receives 11 
a request for assistance, the Authorized Official shall have sole and absolute discretion as to 12 
whether or not to respond, or the availability of resources to be used in such response.  An 13 
Authorized Member’s decisions on the availability of resources shall be final.  14 

 15 
 16 

ARTICLE VI.  17 
RESPONSE COORDINATION 18 

 19 
When providing assistance under this Agreement, the Requesting Member and Responding 20 
Member shall be organized and shall function under the Standard Emergency Management 21 
System and National Incident Management System protocols and procedures. 22 
 23 
A. Personnel – Responding Member retains right to identify the employees who are willing 24 

to participate and the resources that are available. 25 
 26 
B. Control – While employees so provided may be under the supervision of the 27 

Responding Member, the Responding Member’s employees come under the direction 28 
and control of the Requesting Member, consistent with the NIMS Incident Command 29 
System to address the needs identified by the Requesting Member. The Requesting 30 
Member’s Authorized Official shall coordinate response activities with the designated 31 
supervisor(s) of the Responding Member(s).     Whenever practical, Responding 32 
Member personnel must be self sufficient for up to 72 hours. The Responding Member’s 33 
designated supervisor(s) must keep accurate records of work performed by personnel 34 
during the specified Period of Assistance.   35 

 36 
C. Food and Shelter – When possible, the Requesting Member shall supply reasonable food 37 

and shelter for Responding Member personnel.  If the Requesting Member is unable to 38 
provide food and shelter for Responding Member personnel, the Responding Member’s 39 
designated supervisor is authorized to secure the resources necessary to meet the needs of 40 
its personnel.  Except as provided below, the cost for such resources must not exceed the 41 
State per diem rates for that area.  To the extent Food and Shelter costs exceed the State 42 
per diem rates for the area, the Responding Member must demonstrate that the additional 43 
costs were reasonable and necessary under the circumstances.  Unless otherwise agreed 44 
to in writing, the Requesting Member remains responsible for reimbursing the Responding 45 
Member for all reasonable and necessary costs associated with providing food and shelter, 46 
if such resources are not provided. 47 

 48 
D. Communication – The Requesting Member shall provide Responding Member personnel 49 

with radio equipment as available, or radio frequency information to program existing radio, 50 
in order to facilitate communications with local responders and utility personnel. 51 
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 1 
E. Status - Unless otherwise provided by law, the Responding Member’s officers and 2 

employees retain the same privileges, immunities, rights, duties and benefits as provided in 3 
their respective jurisdictions.  4 

 5 
F. Licenses and Permits – To the extent permitted by law, Responding Member personnel 6 

who hold licenses, certificates, or permits evidencing professional, mechanical, or other 7 
skills shall be allowed to carry out activities and tasks relevant and related to their respective 8 
credentials during the specified Period of Assistance.  9 

 10 
G. Right to Withdraw Resources - The Responding Member’s Authorized Official retains the 11 

right to withdraw some or all of its resources at any time for any reason in the Responding 12 
Member’s sole and absolute discretion.  Notice of intention to withdraw must be 13 
communicated to the Requesting Member’s Authorized Official as soon as soon as is 14 
practicable under the circumstances.   15 

 16 
 17 

ARTICLE VII. 18 
COST REIMBURSEMENT 19 

 20 
Unless otherwise mutually agreed in whole or in part by both parties, the Requesting Member 21 
shall reimburse the Responding Member for each of the following categories of costs incurred 22 
while providing aid and assistance during the specified Period of Assistance. 23 
 24 
A. Personnel – Responding Member will make such employees as are willing to 25 

participate available to Requesting Member at Requesting Member’s expense equal to 26 
Responding Member’s  full cost, i.e., equal to the employee's applicable salary or hourly 27 
wage plus fringe benefits and overhead, and consistent with Responding Member’s 28 
collective bargaining agreements or other conditions of employment. All costs incurred 29 
for work performed during the specified Period of Assistance will be included. The 30 
Requesting Member shall be responsible for all direct and indirect labor costs. 31 

 32 
B. Equipment – Use of equipment, such as construction equipment, vehicles, tools, pumps 33 

and generators, shall be at Responding Member's current equipment rate and subject to the 34 
following conditions: The Requesting Member shall reimburse the Responding Member for 35 
the use of equipment during the specified Period of Assistance, including, but not limited to, 36 
reasonable rental rates, all fuel, lubrication, maintenance, transportation, and 37 
loading/unloading of loaned equipment.  All equipment shall be returned to the Responding 38 
Member as soon as is practicable and reasonable under the circumstances.   39 

(a) At the option of Responding Member, equipment may be provided with an 40 
operator.  41 

(b) Equipment shall be returned to Responding Member within 24 hours after receipt 42 
of an oral or written request for return.  43 

(c) Requesting Member shall, at its own expense, supply all fuel, lubrication and 44 
maintenance for furnished equipment.  45 

(d) Responding Member’s cost related to the transportation, handling and 46 
loading/unloading of equipment shall be chargeable to Requesting Member.  47 

(e) In the event equipment is damaged while being dispatched to Requesting Member, 48 
or while in the custody and use of Requesting Member, Requesting Member shall 49 
reimburse Responding Member for the reasonable cost of repairing said damaged 50 
equipment.  If the equipment cannot be repaired, then Requesting Member shall 51 
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reimburse Responding Member for the cost of replacing such equipment with 1 
equipment that is of at least equal capability as determined by the Responding 2 
Member.  If Responding Member must lease a piece of equipment while Requesting 3 
Member equipment is being repaired or replaced, Requesting Member shall 4 
reimburse Responding Member for such lease costs. 5 

 6 
C. Materials and Supplies – Requesting Member shall reimburse Responding Member in 7 

kind or at actual replacement cost, plus handling charges, for use of expendable or non-8 
returnable supplies.  Other supplies and reusable items that are returned to Responding 9 
Member in a clean, damage-free condition shall not be charged to the Requesting 10 
Member and no rental fee will be charged; otherwise, they shall be treated as 11 
expendable supplies.  Supplies that are returned to the Responding Member with 12 
damage must be treated as expendable supplies for purposes of cost reimbursement.  13 

 14 
D. Payment Period – The Responding Member shall provide an itemized bill to the Requesting 15 

Member for all expenses incurred by the Responding Member while providing assistance 16 
under this Agreement.  The Requesting Member shall send the itemized bill not later than 17 
(90) ninety dates following the end of the Period of Assistance.  The Responding Member 18 
may request additional periods of time within which to submit the itemized bill, and 19 
Requesting Member shall not unreasonably withhold consent to such request.  The 20 
Requesting Member agrees to reimburse the Responding Member within 60 days from 21 
receipt of an invoice for assistance provided under this Agreement.  The Requesting 22 
Member may request additional periods of time within which to pay the itemized bill, and 23 
Responding Member shall not unreasonably withhold consent to such request, provided, 24 
however, that all payment shall occur not later than one-year after the date a final itemized 25 
bill is submitted to the Requesting Member.  26 

 27 
E. Records - Each Responding Member and its duly authorized representatives shall have 28 

access to a Requesting Member’s books, documents, notes, reports, papers and records 29 
which are directly pertinent to this Agreement for the purposes of reviewing the accuracy of 30 
a cost bill or making a financial, maintenance or regulatory audit.  Each Requesting Member 31 
and its duly authorized representatives shall have access to a Responding Member’s books, 32 
documents, notes, reports, papers and records which are directly pertinent to this 33 
Agreement for the purposes of reviewing the accuracy of a cost bill or making a financial, 34 
maintenance or regulatory audit.  Such records shall be maintained for at least three (3) 35 
years or longer where required by law and as needed for federal reimbursement practices. 36 

 37 
 38 

ARTICLE VIII.  39 
ARBITRATION 40 

 41 
If any controversy or claim arises out of, or relates to, the Agreement, including, but not limited 42 
to an alleged breach of the Agreement, the disputing Members shall first attempt to resolve the 43 
dispute by negotiation, followed by mediation and finally shall be settled by arbitration in 44 
accordance with the Rules of the American Arbitration Association.  Judgment on the award 45 
rendered by the arbitrator(s) may be entered in any court having jurisdiction. 46 
 47 
 48 
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ARTICLE IX.  1 
REQUESTING MEMBER’S DUTY TO INDEMNIFY 2 

 3 
Pursuant to Government Code Section 895.4, and subject to Article X, Requesting Member 4 
shall assume the defense of, fully indemnify and hold harmless Responding Member, its 5 
Directors, Council Members, Supervisors, officers and employees, from all claims, loss, 6 
damage, injury and liability of every kind, nature and description, directly or indirectly arising 7 
from the Requesting Member’s work hereunder, including, but not limited to, negligent or 8 
wrongful use of equipment, supplies or personnel provided to Requesting Member or faulty 9 
workmanship or other negligent acts, errors or omissions by Responding Member, or by 10 
personnel provided to Requesting Member from the time assistance is requested and 11 
rendered until the assistance is returned to Responding Member’s control, portal to portal.  12 
 13 
 14 

ARTICLE X.  15 
SIGNATORY INDEMNIFICATION 16 

 17 
In the event of a liability, claim, demand, action or proceeding, of whatever kind or nature 18 
arising out of the rendering of assistance through this Agreement, the parties involved in 19 
rendering or receiving assistance agree to indemnify and hold harmless all Members whose 20 
only involvement is the execution and approval of this Agreement, in the transaction or 21 
occurrence which is the subject of such claim, action, demand or other proceeding.  Such 22 
indemnification shall include indemnity for all claims, demands, liability, damages and costs, 23 
including reasonable attorneys' fees and other costs of defense, for injury, property damage 24 
and workers compensation.  25 
 26 
 27 

ARTICLE XI.  28 
WORKER’S COMPENSATION CLAIMS 29 

 30 
The Responding Member is responsible for providing worker’s compensation benefits and 31 
administering worker’s compensation for its employees.   The Requesting Member is 32 
responsible for providing worker’s compensation benefits and administering worker’s 33 
compensation for its employees.   34 
 35 
 36 

ARTICLE XII.  37 
NOTICE 38 

 39 
Each party hereto shall give to the others prompt and timely written notice of any claim 40 
made or any suit instituted coming to its knowledge, which in any way, directly or indirectly, 41 
contingently or otherwise, affects or might affect them, and each Member shall have the 42 
right to participate in the defense of the same, as it considers necessary to protect its own 43 
interests.  44 
 45 
 46 
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CalWARN Mutual Aid/Asst Agreement  8 Approved and Adopted  
September 30, 2007 by Vote of Members 

ARTICLE XIII.  1 
INSURANCE 2 

 3 
Members shall maintain an insurance policy or maintain a self insurance program that covers 4 
activities that it may undertake by virtue of membership in the Mutual Aid and Assistance 5 
Program.     6 
 7 
 8 

ARTICLE XIV. 9 
CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION 10 

 11 
To the extent allowed by law, any Member or Associate Member shall maintain in the strictest 12 
confidence and shall take all reasonable steps necessary to prevent the disclosure of any 13 
Confidential Information provided to it by another Member pursuant to this Agreement.  If any 14 
Member, Associate Member, or third party requests or demands, by subpoena or otherwise, 15 
that a Member or Associate Member disclose any Confidential Information provided to it under 16 
this Agreement, the Member or Associate Member shall immediately notify the owner of the 17 
Confidential Information and shall take all reasonable steps necessary to prevent the disclosure 18 
of any Confidential Information by asserting all applicable rights and privileges with respect to 19 
such information and shall cooperate fully in any judicial or administrative proceeding relating 20 
thereto.   21 

 22 
 23 

ARTICLE XV.  24 
EFFECTIVE DATE 25 

 26 
This Agreement shall take effect for a new party immediately upon its execution by said 27 
party. 28 
 29 
 30 

ARTICLE XVI.  31 
WITHDRAWAL 32 

 33 
Any party may terminate its participation in this Agreement by written notice to the Chair of the 34 
appropriate RSC and to the SSC Chair. Withdrawal takes effect 60 days after the appropriate 35 
officials receive notice.  Withdrawal from this Agreement shall in no way affect a Requesting 36 
Member’s duty to reimburse a Responding Member for cost incurred during a Period of 37 
Assistance, which duty shall survive such withdrawal. 38 
 39 
 40 

ARTICLE XVII.  41 
MODIFICATION 42 

 43 
No provision of this Agreement may be modified, altered or rescinded by individual parties to the 44 
Agreement.  Modifications to this Agreement require a simple majority vote of Members within 45 
each region and unanimous agreement among the regions.  The State Steering Committee will 46 
notify all parties of modifications to this Agreement in writing and those modifications shall be 47 
effective upon 60 days written notice to the parties.  48 

 49 
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CalWARN Mutual Aid/Asst Agreement  9 Approved and Adopted  
September 30, 2007 by Vote of Members 

 1 
ARTICLE XVIII.  2 
SEVERABILITY 3 

 4 
If any term or provision of this Agreement is declared by a court of competent jurisdiction to be 5 
illegal or in conflict with any law, the validity of the remaining terms and provisions shall not be 6 
affected, and the rights and obligations of the parties shall be construed and enforced as if the 7 
Agreement did not contain the particular term or provision held to be invalid.   8 
 9 
 10 

ARTICLE XIX.  11 
PRIOR AGREEMENTS 12 

 13 
To the extent that prior agreements among signatories to this Agreement for mutual assistance 14 
are inconsistent with this Agreement, such agreements are hereby superseded.  This 15 
Agreement supersedes the 1996 Omnibus Mutual Aid Agreement, the WARN 1997 Omnibus 16 
Mutual Aid Agreement, and the WARN 2001 Omnibus Mutual Aid and Assistance Agreement.  17 
 18 
 19 

ARTICLE XX. 20 
PROHIBITION ON THIRD PARTIES AND ASSIGNMENT OF RIGHTS/DUTIES 21 

 22 
This Agreement is for the sole benefit of the Members and no other person or entity has rights 23 
under this Agreement as a third party beneficiary.  Assignment of benefits or delegation of 24 
duties created by this Agreement to third parties that are not Members is prohibited and without 25 
effect. 26 

 27 
 28 

ARTICLE XXI.  29 
TORT CLAIMS 30 

 31 
This Agreement in no way abrogates or waives any immunity or defense available under 32 
California law. 33 
 34 
 35 

ARTICLE XXII.  36 
INTRASTATE AND INTERSTATE MUTUAL AID AND ASSISTANCE PROGRAMS 37 

 38 
To the extent practicable, Members retain the right to participate in mutual aid and assistance 39 
activities conducted under the State of California Intrastate WARN Mutual Aid and Assistance 40 
Program and the Interstate Emergency Management Assistance Compact (EMAC) and similar 41 
programs.   42 
 43 
 44 
 45 
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California Water/Wastewater Agency Response Network (CalWARN) 
 2007 Omnibus Mutual Assistance Agreement  

 
WHEREAS, the California Office of Emergency Services (OES), the Department of Water 
Resources (DWR), the Department of Public Health (DPH) and the California Utilities 
Emergency Association (CUEA) have expressed a mutual interest in the establishment of a plan 
to facilitate and encourage water agency mutual assistance agreements between water 
agencies; and  
 
WHEREAS, the California Water Agency Response Network (CalWARN) was originally created to 
provide a forum for the development of mutual assistance agreements between water agencies 
in the OES Coastal Region of California; and later expanded to all water and wastewater 
agencies in the State of California, and  
 
WHEREAS, the CALIFORNIA WATER/WASTEWATER AGENCY RESPONSE NETWORK 
(CalWARN) 2007 OMNIBUS MUTUAL ASSISTANCE AGREEMENT is a continuation of the 
WARN 1996 OMNIBUS MUTUAL AID and 2001 OMNIBUS MUTUAL AID AGREEMENT and 
sets forth the mutual covenants and agreements for water and wastewater agencies to provide 
mutual assistance to one another in times of emergency; and  
 
WHEREAS, State OES regulates the SEMS program, and this agreement is consistent with 
SEMS, and that it is necessary to have a mutual assistance agreement in place to support 
requests to FEMA for costs of using assistance during an emergency, and  
 
WHEREAS, the water or wastewater agency hereto has determined that it would be in its best 
interests to enter into an agreement that implements that plan and sets forth procedures and the 
responsibilities of the agency whenever emergency personnel, equipment and facility 
assistance are provided from one agency to the other; and  
 
WHEREAS, no water or wastewater agency should be in a position of unreasonably using its own 
resources, facilities, or services providing such mutual assistance; and  
 
WHEREAS, it is the intent of WARN to revise this agreement as necessary and to annually 
publish a list of all water and wastewater agencies participating in this agreement, as posted on 
www.calwarn.org; and  
 
WHEREAS, such an agreement is in accord with the California Emergency Services Act set forth 
in Title 2, Division 1, Chapter 7 (Section 8550 et seq.) of the Government Code and specifically 
with Articles 14 and 17 (Section 8630 et seq.) of the Act.  
 
NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the conditions and covenants contained therein, the  
 
 ______________________________________________________________ 

(Utility)  
agrees to become a party to the CalWARN 2007 Omnibus Mutual Assistance Agreement.  
 
Date:    
Name: (printed)  (signature)  
Title:    
    
Please return an ORIGINAL signed copy of this page, plus the information requested on 
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Emergency Contacts List to:  
 
Ms. Kelly Hubbard 
CalWARN, Region 1, Southern Chair 
Municipal Water District of Orange County 
18700 Ward Street 
Fountain Valley CA 92728 
 
 
Send a copy to the appropriate Region Chair:  
 
Region I, Southern Chair 
Municipal Water District of Orange Co 
Kelly Hubbard 
18700 Ward Street 
Fountain Valley, CA 92728 
(714) 593-5010 
khubbard@mwdoc.com 
 
Region II, Coastal Chair 
Alameda County Water District 
Steven Dennis 
43885 South Grimmer Boulevard 
Fremont, CA  94537 
(510) 668-6530 
Steve.Dennis@acwd.com 
 
Region III, Inland Chair 
Bella Vista Water District 
Don Groundwater 
11368 East Stillwater Way 
Redding, CA 96003-9510 
(530) 241-1085 
dgroundwater@bvwd.org 

 
 
 
 
State Steering Committee Chair 
Raymond Riordan 
City of San Ramon 
2662 Marsh Drive 
San Ramon, CA 94583 
(925) 830-9019 
rayriordan@comcast.net 
 

 
Region IV, Inland Chair 
Golden State Water 
John Spitler 
3035 Prospect Park Drive Suite 60 
Rancho Cordova, CA 95670 
(916) 853-3616 
jpspitler@gswater.com 
 
Region V, Inland South Chair 
Please send to the State Steering 
Committee Chair 
 
Region VI, Southern Chair 
Western Municipal Water District 
Tom McMillen 
14205 Meridian Parkway 
Riverside, CA 92518  
(951) 571-7252 
tmcmillen@wmwd.com 
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County Agency City

Los Angeles Beverly Hills, City of Beverly Hills, CA

Los Angeles Cal American Water Company‐Rosemead Rosemead, CA

Los Angeles Castaic Lake Water Company Santa Clarita, CA

Los Angeles Crescenta Valley Water District La Crescenta, CA

Los Angeles East Pasadena Water Company Pasadena, CA

Los Angeles El Monte Water Services El Monte, CA

Los Angeles Foothill Municipal Water District La Cañada Flintridge, CA

Los Angeles Glendale Water and Power Glendale, CA

Los Angeles Glendora Water Division, City of Glendora, CA

Los Angeles Golden State Water Company‐ Central Basin East CSA Norwalk, CA

Los Angeles Golden State Water Company‐ Central Basin West CSA Bell Gardens, CA

Los Angeles Golden State Water Company‐ Central District Office Santa Fe Springs, CA

Los Angeles Golden State Water Company‐ Claremont CSA Claremont, CA

Los Angeles Golden State Water Company‐ Culver City CSA Culver City, CA

Los Angeles Golden State Water Company‐ Foothill District Office San Dimas, CA

Los Angeles Golden State Water Company‐ Headquarters Office San Dimas, CA

Los Angeles Golden State Water Company‐ San Dimas CSA San Dimas, CA

Los Angeles Golden State Water Company‐ San Gabriel CSA El Monte, CA

Los Angeles Golden State Water Company‐ Southwest District Office/CSA Gardena, CA

Los Angeles Kinneloa Irrigation District Pasadena, CA

Los Angeles La Verne, City of La Verne, CA

Los Angeles Las Flores Water Company Altadena, CA

Los Angeles Liberty Utilities (Park Water) Downey, CA

Los Angeles Lincoln Ave Water Company Altadena, CA

Los Angeles Long Beach Water Department Long Beach, CA

Los Angeles Los Angeles County Sanitation District Administration Office Whittier, CA

Los Angeles Los Angeles Department of Water and Power Los Angeles, CA

Los Angeles Manhattan Beach, City of Manhattan Beach, CA

Los Angeles Mesa Crest Water Company La Cañada Flintridge, CA

Los Angeles Metropolitan Water District of Southern California Los Angeles, CA

Los Angeles Monterey Park Water Department Monterey Park, CA

Los Angeles Newhall County Water District Newhall, CA

Los Angeles Orchard Dale Water District Whittier, CA

Los Angeles Palmdale Water District Palmdale, CA

Los Angeles Pasadena Water & Power Pasadena, CA

Los Angeles Pomona‐Walnut‐Rowland Pomona, CA

Los Angeles Rowland Water District Rowland Heights, CA

Los Angeles Rubio Canon Land & Water Altadena, CA

Los Angeles San Gabriel County Water District Rosemead, CA

Los Angeles Three Valleys Municipal Water District Claremont, CA

Los Angeles Valencia Heights Water Company West Covina, CA

Los Angeles Valley Water Company La Cañada Flintridge, CA

Los Angeles Walnut Valley Water District Walnut, CA

Orange Anaheim, City of Anaheim, CA

Orange Costa Mesa Sanitary District Costa Mesa, CA

Orange East Orange County Water District Orange, CA

Orange El Toro Water District Lake Forest, CA

Orange Golden State Water Company‐ Anaheim Office Anaheim, CA

Orange Golden State Water Company‐ Los Alamitos CSA Los Alamitos, CA

Orange Golden State Water Company‐ Los Alamitos Field Office Cypress, CA

Orange Golden State Water Company‐ Orange County District Office Anaheim, CA

Orange Golden State Water Company‐ Placentia CSA Placentia, CA

Orange La Habra Heights County Water District La Habra Heights, CA

Orange Laguna Beach County Water District Laguna Beach, CA

Orange Mesa Water District Costa Mesa, CA

Orange Moulton Niguel Water District Laguna Niguel, CA

Orange Municipal Water District of Orange County Fountain Valley, CA

Orange Orange County Sanitation District Fountain Valley, CA

Orange Orange County Water District Fountain Valley, CA

Orange San Juan Capistrano Water Department, City of San Juan Capistrano, CA

Orange South Coast Water District Laguna Beach, CA

Orange Westminster Westminster, CA

Orange Yorba Linda Water District Placentia, CA

San Luis Obispo Arroyo Grande, City of Arroyo Grande, CA

San Luis Obispo Atascadero Mutual Water Company Atascadero, CA

San Luis Obispo Avila Beach Community Service District Avila Beach, CA

San Luis Obispo Golden State Water Company‐ Los Osos CSA Los Osos, CA

San Luis Obispo Nipomo Community Services District Nipomo, CA

San Luis Obispo San Luis Obispo Flood Control District San Luis Obispo, CA

San Luis Obispo San Luis Obispo, County of San Luis Obispo, CA

San Luis Obispo San Luis Obsipo, City of San Luis Obispo, CA

San Luis Obispo South San Luis Obispo County Sanitation District Oceano, CA

Santa Barbara Cachuma Operation and Maintenance Board Santa Barbara, CA

Santa Barbara Carpinteria Sanitation District Carpinteria, CA

Santa Barbara Carpinteria Valley Water District Carpinteria, CA

Santa Barbara Central Coast Water Authority Buellton, CA

Santa Barbara Golden State Water Company‐ Coastal District Office/Santa Marina CSA Santa Maria, CA

Santa Barbara Goleta Sanitary District Goleta, CA

Santa Barbara Goleta Water District Santa Barbara, CA

Santa Barbara La Cumbre Mutual Water Company Santa Barbara, CA

Santa Barbara Lompoc, City of Lompoc, CA

Santa Barbara Montecito Water District Santa Barbara, CA

Santa Barbara Santa Barbara, City of Santa Barbara, CA

Santa Barbara Vandenberg Village CSD Lompoc, CA

Ventura Cal American Water Company ‐Ventura Newbury Park, CA

Ventura Camrosa Water District Camarillo, CA

Ventura Golden State Water Company‐ Simi Valley CSA Simi Valley, CA

Ventura Ojai Valley Sanitary District Ojai, CA

Ventura San Buenaventura Ventura, CA

Ventura Triunfo Sanitation District Ventura, CA

Ventura Ventura Regional Sanitation District Santa Paula,

CalWARN Region 1 Membership List 
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ITEM 9A

March 13, 2018 LVMWD Regular Board Meeting

TO: Board of Directors

FROM: Finance & Administration

Subject : Claim by Thuy Tran Wu

SUMMARY:

On February 8, 2018, the District received the attached claim, in the amount of $525.00, from
Thuy Tran Wu of Calabasas for replacement of a damaged hot water recirculating pump.  The
claimant alleges that the District did not provide adequate notice for a planned shutdown that
occurred on Wednesday, January 17, 2018, which allegedly caused the hot water
recirculating pump to burn out.  
 
Staff recommends the claim be denied because the hot water recirculating pump should be
equipped with an automatic shut-off in the event low water pressure is detected.  The
District performed its due diligence by notifying all impacted customers the day before the
shutdown, including placement of door tags and posting information on the Nextdoor
community application. 

RECOMMENDATION(S):

Deny the claim from Thuy Tran Wu.

FISCAL IMPACT:

No

ITEM BUDGETED:

No

FINANCIAL IMPACT:

There is no financial impact associated with denial of the claim.

DISCUSSION:
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Staff investigated the incident and believes that appropriate measures were taken to notify
the customers affected by the shutdown.  On January 16, all affected customers received
door tags, and the District posted information on the shutdown on Nextdoor community
application.  In addition, the District generated an e-mail notification that went to all customers
registered to receive electronic notifications. 
 
Pursuant to the Las Virgenes Municipal Water District Code, customers are responsible for
ensuring the safety of their property by installing adequate plumbing and protective devices in
compliance with the Uniform Plumbing Code.  The applicable sections of the Code are
provided below for the Board’s consideration.
 
3-3.101 - GENERAL:
 
All applicants and customers shall accept such conditions of pressure and service as are
provided by the distribution system of the district at the location of the proposed service
connection, and hold the District harmless for any damage arising out of low pressure or high
pressure conditions or interruptions in service.  
 
3-4.205 - DAMAGE TO PROPERTY:
 
(a)  In no case will the District be liable for damages occasioned by water running from opened
or faulty fixtures, or from opened or damaged pipes on the customer side of the meter.

GOALS:

Ensure Effective Utilization of the Public's Assets and Money

Prepared by:  Mary Capps, Secretary

ATTACHMENTS:
Descr ipt ion

Claim by Thuy Tran Wu
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ITEM 10A

March 13, 2018 LVMWD Regular Board Meeting

TO: Board of Directors

FROM: Resource Conservation & Public Outreach

Subject : AB 2050 (Caballero), Small System Water Authority Act of 2018: Support

SUMMARY:

Assembly Bill 2050  provides  a means to address chronically non-compliant water systems
through reform of their governance model.  The Bill is an alternative to the tax on water
services proposed under SB 623 and is in lockstep with the presentation made by Paul Jones,
General Manager of Eastern Municipal Water District (EMWD), at the Board's regularly
scheduled meeting on January 20, 2018.  The Bill is being sponsored by EMWD and co-
sponsored by the California Municipal Utilities Association.  By taking a support position on AB
2050, the District would send a stronger message to the State Legislature that there is a better
alternative to SB 623.

RECOMMENDATION(S):

Support AB 2050 (Caballero), the Small System Water Authority Act of 2018.

FISCAL IMPACT:

No

ITEM BUDGETED:

No

DISCUSSION:

An estimated 800,000 California residents do not have regular access to safe and reliable
drinking water.  Several hundred water systems exist statewide that continuously struggle to
provide safe and reliable drinking water to these residents.  Of these systems, 84 percent are
small, serving less than 1,000 residents (approximately 400 services).  In response, SB 623
was introduced in 2017 by Senator Bill Monning (D-Carmel).  While the bill did not pass in the
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first year, it remained active as a two-year bill, and the key elements of the proposal
were introduced as a Budget Trailer Bill (BTB) in February 2018.  The BTB includes nearly
identical language as SB 623 for the Safe and Affordable Drinking Water Act.  The Bill would
impose a tax on metered water connections.  
 
Staff mailed letters of opposition to the BTB to the Assembly Members and State Senators
that sit on key subcommittees, as well as to our local representatives (Attachment A).  The
letters were consistent with the Legislative Policy Principles adopted by the Board and
explain that there is a better means to provide safe and affordable drinking water, rather than
through a tax.  Unlike SB 623 or the BTB, AB 2050 provides a roadmap for compliance
without the need for a tax.  In order to fortify the District’s position in opposition of SB 623,
staff recommends that the District take a support position on AB 2050 as a better
alternative and have the General Manager sign a letter of support (Attachment B).  A summary
of AB 2050 is provided in Attachment C with the full text of the bill provided in Attachment D.  
 
Assembly Bill 2050, should it become law, would create the Small System Water Authority Act
of 2018 with state legislative findings and declarations relating to authorizing the creation of
small system water authorities that will have powers to absorb, improve, and competently
operate non-compliant public water systems.  The absorption of non-compliant water systems
into larger systems would provide efficiencies and enhance financial capabilities that are
currently too difficult for small systems to attain. 

GOALS:

Sustain Community Awareness and Support

Prepared by:  Joe McDermott, Director of Resource Conservation and Public Outreach

ATTACHMENTS:
Descr ipt ion

Attachment A - Letter of Opposition to SB 623
Attachment B - Letter of Support for AB 2050 (Draft form)
Attachment C - Legislative Summary for AB 2050
Attachment D - AB 2050
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March 14, 2018 
 
 
The Honorable Anna Caballero  
30th Assembly District  
P.O. Box 942849, 
Sacramento, CA 94249-0030 
 
Subject: AB 2050 (Caballero): The Small System Water Authority Act of 2018 – Support 
 
Dear Assembly Member Caballero: 
 
The Las Virgenes Municipal Water District (District) is pleased to support AB 2050 - The Small 
System Water Authority Act of 2018, and we wish to thank you for addressing this complex and 
critical issue. The Small System Water Authority Act of 2018 offers sustainable governance 
reforms necessary to address small water systems that chronically fail to provide safe and reliable 
drinking water. This bill seeks to establish a new category of public water agency by way of 
merging formerly non-compliant drinking water systems in order to sustainably provide technical, 
managerial and financial capabilities to ensure the delivery of safe, clean, affordable and 
accessible water. 
 
The District recognizes that water accessibility is truly a concern in a number of regions throughout 
the state and that something must be done to address this critical issue. The State Water 
Resource Control Board has identified 331 systems (as of February 12, 2018) that cannot provide 
safe drinking water to its customers. These systems often serve less than 10,000 people, are 
typically located in disadvantaged communities, and are largely privately owned or mutual water 
companies. Systems that fail to provide access to clean, reliable, drinking water must be held 
accountable and have a plan to mitigate natural and manmade contaminants, or improve their 
water systems.  
 
This bill authorizes the creation of a Small System Water Authority that will be authorized to 
absorb, improve, and competently operate currently non-compliant public water systems with 
either contiguous or non-contiguous boundaries. By establishing lasting changes to the 
governance structures of failing water systems, the State of California will take substantial steps 
toward achieving their goal of making safe, clean and reliable drinking water a reality for all 
Californians.  
 
The District thanks you for your support in addressing water accessibility issues.  If we could be 
of any further assistance to you, I may be contacted at 818-251-2122 or by e-mail at 
dpedersen@lvmwd.com.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
David W. Pedersen, P.E. 
General Manager 
 
 
 
c: Eastern Municipal Water District 
 California Municipal Utilities Association  
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March 2018

AB 2050 (Caballero)
The Small System Water Authority Act of 2018

A Solution to Providing Safe Drinking Water to Communities
Served by Chronically Non-Compliant Systems

Background
In 2012, Governor Jerry Brown signed into law Assembly Bill 685 (Eng), establishing the Human Right to Water 
and declaring that it is the policy of the state that every Californian has a human right to safe, clean, affordable, 
and accessible drinking water. 

Water Accessibility and Safety Concerns in California
Nearly 800,000 people in California lack access to safe and reliable drinking water 
on a daily basis. The State Water Resources Control Board (State Board) has 
identified 329 (as of November 2017) systems statewide that chronically serve 

contaminated drinking 
water or cannot provide 
reliable water service due 
to unsound infrastructure 
or because they lack the 
local financial, managerial, and technical resources to do so. 
The vast majority of these systems are small, rural systems 
that typically serve less than 10,000 people. A sustainable 
solution is necessary to address this drastic health and 
safety crisis.  

To date, laws have been passed that address various 
elements of the water accessibility issue including 
voluntary and forced consolidations, supplying resources 
and technical support, and limiting the development of 
new unsustainable water systems. While these efforts have 
created a portfolio of options to address this critical issue 
of water accessibility in California, immediate and lasting 
changes to the governance structure of chronically non-
compliant small systems are still needed to protect public 
health and safety.
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The Small System Water Authority Act of 2018
AB 2050 would create the Small System Water Authority Act of 2018, providing yet another valuable tool to 
prevent chronically non-compliant water systems from serving contaminated water to Californians. AB 2050 
proposes to merge non-compliant water systems into a larger and more robust public water system that can take 
advantage of improved economies of scale, streamlined managerial functions and enhanced financial capacity.

This bill authorizes the State Board to notify chronically non-compliant systems that they are in violation of public 
health and safety. Each system is then provided with an opportunity to develop a compliance plan within a given 
time period. If a system is unable to develop an approved plan, the State Board will then notify the county local 
agency formation commission (LAFCO) that it has determined the chronically non-compliant system needs to be 
dissolved and consolidated into an authority. Private and mutual water companies will be dissolved through the 
Department of Business Oversight and will receive compensation through a distressed business valuation process, 
if there is remaining value on the system. At this time any existing water systems also will have an opportunity to 
voluntarily consolidate with a new authority.  

The State Board will appoint an Administrator by county in regions that have five or more chronically non-
compliant systems or where multiple systems serve a population of 10,000 or more. In regions that have less 
than five systems, existing consolidation recommendations may be a more appropriate course of action. The 
LAFCO will then form the new Small System Water Authority (Authority), which will have the unique powers 
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to absorb, improve, and consolidate currently non-compliant public water systems with either contiguous or 
noncontiguous boundaries. Each Authority will be required to submit a conceptual formation pan to the State 
Board. The Administrator will identify and hire critical staff and will ultimately complete a Final Plan for Service 
that will be approved, through a local public hearing process, at the LAFCO.  

The new system will be formed as an independent special district, provided with new internal and external 
financing opportunities, increased transparency including an elected Board of Directors, and the system will be 
scaled to a size to develop, coordinate, or contract through regional agreements, the necessary infrastructure to 
treat contamination issues.  This in turn will lead to more sustainable water systems that can effectively deliver 
safe and affordable drinking water to its residents.

OFFICE OF ASSEMBLY 
MEMBER ANNA M. 
CABALLERO
Peter Ansel, Legislative Assistant
916.319.2030
peter.ansel@asm.ca.gov

RON DAVIS ADVOCACY
Ron Davis
916.802.3891
rdavis1228@gmail.com

CALIFORNIA MUNICIPAL 
UTILITIES ASSOCIATION
Danielle Blacet
916.326.5802
dblacet@cmua.org

For more information regarding the Small System Water Authority Act of 2018

SAMPLE Grouping of Non-Compliant Systems
For demonstration purposes only.

MWC or Private

Public Agency

School

17 Systems

6 Systems

18 Systems

Larger stars denote proportionately larger populations 
of small systems noted as “Out of Compliance” in 

State Water Board Database.
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ITEM 11A

INFORMATION ONLY

March 13, 2018 LVMWD Regular Board Meeting

TO: Board of Directors

FROM: Finance & Administration

Subject : Claim by Michael and Roxanne Burk

SUMMARY:

On November 7, 2017, the District received the attached claim from Michael and Roxanne
Burk of Agoura Hills for an unspecified dollar amount due to alleged overbilling of their water
usage and for reimbursement of $295 for leak detection services.  The claimants alleged that
the water meter serving their home was defective and recorded greater usage than that
supplied to their property.  Based on an investigation, staff and Legal Counsel recommended
that the claim be denied.
 
On December 12, 2017, the Board denied the claim from Michael and Roxanne Burk, but
directed staff to investigate the incident further.  On February 15, 2018, the General Manager
and claimant agreed to settle the claim in the amount of $295, which was the cost of the leak
detection services.

RECOMMENDATION(S):

FISCAL IMPACT:

Yes

ITEM BUDGETED:

No

FINANCIAL IMPACT:

The cost to settle the claim was $295.  Sufficient funds are available in the adopted Fiscal
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Year 2017-18 Budget for this purpose.

DISCUSSION:

On September 17, 2017, the claimants contacted the District's customer service staff to
request that their water meter be replaced due to concerns that the triangular "tell-tale" was
constantly spinning.  Staff expressed concerns that the customer had an on-site leak and,
therefore, agreed to replace and test the meter only after the customer verified that their on-
site plumbing was free of leaks.  The claimants hired Sherlock Leak Detectives who identified
no leaks on the property. 
 
District staff removed and replaced the claimants' water meter on November 17, 2016.  The
meter was bench tested, and the results were within American Water Works Association
(AWWA) standards.  However, the claimants believe that their water usage decreased
significantly with the new meter as compared to the previous meter without any appreciable
change in their water usage patterns.  Based on average annual water usage, the claimants
allege that they were overbilled for 405 units over a five-year period from 2011 to 2016.
 
Staff reviewed the historical water usage for the subject account and found that the usage prior
to 2011 was consistent with that between 2011 and 2016.  Given that the meter tested within
AWWA standards, there is no credible evidence that the water meter over-registered usage. 
However, considering all the circumstances, the General Manager opted to settle the claim in
the amount of $295, the cost of the leak detection service.  The claimants agreed and signed a
release of all claims against the District.

GOALS:

Ensure Effective Utilization of the Public's Assets and Money

Prepared by:  Mary Capps, Secretary

ATTACHMENTS:
Descr ipt ion

Claim by Michael and Roxanne Burk
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Board Meeting Agenda May 9, 2017 
Page 1 

Date of Notice:  March 2, 2018 

Board Meeting 

March 13, 2018 

12:00 p.m. – Boardroom 

March 13, 2018 
Meeting Schedule 

8:30 a.m. Rm. 2-145 L&C 

9:30 a.m. Rm. 2-456 C&LR 

10:30 a.m. Rm. 2-145 OP&T 

12:00 p.m. Boardroom Board Meeting 

MWD Headquarters Building       700 N. Alameda Street     Los Angeles, CA 90012 

1. Call to Order

(a) Invocation:  Raha Shirkhani, Assistant Chemist, Water System 
Operations Group 

(b) Pledge of Allegiance:  Keith Lewinger, San Diego County Water 
Authority 

2. Roll Call

3. Determination of a Quorum

4. Opportunity for members of the public to address the Board on matters
within the Board’s jurisdiction.  (As required by Gov. Code § 54954.3(a)

PUBLIC HEARINGS 

1. Public hearing to consider whether to continue suspending the tax rate limitations in
Section 124.5 of the Metropolitan Water District Act to maintain the ad valorem tax rate for
fiscal years 2018/19 and 2019/20

2. Public hearing on proposed water rates and charges for calendar years 2019 and 2020 to
meet revenue requirements

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

ITEM 12A
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Date of Notice:  March 2, 2018 

5. OTHER MATTERS 
   
 A. Approval of the Minutes of the Meeting for February 13, 2018 

(A copy has been mailed to each Director) 
Any additions, corrections, or omissions 

   
 B. Report on Directors’ events attended at Metropolitan expense for 

month of February 2018  
   
 C. Approve committee assignments 
   
 D. Chairman's Monthly Activity Report 
   

 
 
 

6. DEPARTMENT HEADS' REPORTS 
   
 A. General Manager's summary of activities for the month of 

February 2018 
   
 B. General Counsel’s summary of activities for the month of 

February 2018 
   
 C. General Auditor’s summary of activities for the month of 

February 2018 
   
 D. Interim Ethics Officer’s summary of activities for the month of 

February 2018 
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7. CONSENT CALENDAR ITEMS — ACTION 
   
 7-1 Adopt CEQA determination and authorize agreement with the 

Mountains Recreation and Conservation Authority in an amount 
not to exceed $1,121,000 for implementation of conservation 
actions and long-term management on mitigation lands in 
Soledad Canyon, Los Angeles County.  (E&O) 
 

  Recommendation: 
 

Option #1: 
 
Adopt CEQA determination as follows: Certify the Final 
Supplemental EIR for planned shutdown and inspection of the 
Foothill Feeder; adopt the FOF, the SOC, and the MMRP; and  

a. Approve the Project for the purposes of CEQA; and 
b. Authorize an agreement with Mountains Recreation 

Conservation Authority for implementation of mitigation 
required by regulatory agency permits. 

   
 7-2 Adopt CEQA determination and appropriate $1.7 million; and 

authorize:  (1) preliminary design of upgrades to the San Gabriel 
Tower on the Upper Feeder; and (2) agreement with Aspen 
Environmental Group in an amount not to exceed $500,000 to 
provide environmental support (Appropriation No. 15441).  
(E&O)  
 

  Recommendation: 
Option #1: 
 

Adopt CEQA determination that the proposed action is categorically 
exempt, and 

a. Appropriate $1.7 million;  
b. Authorize preliminary design of upgrades to the San Gabriel 

Tower on the Upper Feeder; and 
c. Authorize agreement with Aspen Environmental Group in an 

amount not to exceed $500,000 for environmental support. 
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 7-3 Adopt CEQA determination and ratify support for Proposition 68 

the California Drought, Water, Parks, Climate, Coastal 
Protection, and Outdoor Access for All Act of 2018.  (C&L)   
 

  Recommendation: 
Option #1: 
 
Adopt the CEQA determination that the proposed action is not 
defined as a project under CEQA, and 

Authorize the General Manager to ratify Metropolitan’s support 
for Proposition 68. 

 
 7-4 Adopt CEQA determination and authorize: (1) agreement with 

the State Water Contractors, Inc. to pursue 2018 Sacramento 
Valley water transfer supplies; and (2) $5 per acre-foot initial 
administrative deposit not to exceed $500,000.  (WP&S) 
 

  Recommendation: 
 

Option #1: 
 

Adopt the CEQA determination that the proposed action is not 
defined as a project and is not subject to CEQA, and  

a. Authorize the General Manager to enter into an agreement 
with the State Water Contractors, Inc. to pursue 2018 
Sacramento Valley water transfer supplies, in a form 
approved by the General Counsel; and  

b. Authorize making a $5 per acre-foot initial administrative 
deposit and disbursements from that deposit consistent with 
the agreement not to exceed $500,000. 

   
   
   
   

END OF CONSENT CALENDAR 
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8. OTHER BOARD ITEMS — ACTION 
   
 8-1 Adopt CEQA determination and appropriate $12.4 million; award 

$9,257,483 contract to R.I.C. Construction Company, Inc. to 
construct an operations and maintenance service center for the 
Orange County operating region; and authorize increase of 
$170,000 to an agreement with La Can͂ada Design Group, for a 
new not-to-exceed total of $517,000 (Appropriation No. 15480).  
(E&O)  
 

  
 

Recommendation: 
 

Option #1: 
 
Adopt the CEQA determination that the proposed action has been 
previously addressed in the certified 2016 Final Environmental 
Impact Report and related documentation, and that no further 
environmental analysis or documentation is required, and 

a. Appropriate $12.4 million;  
b. Award $9,257,483 contract to R.I.C. Construction Company, 

Inc. for construction of an operations and maintenance 
service center for the Orange County operating region; and  

c. Authorize increase of $170,000 to an agreement with La 
Can͂ada Design Group, for a new not-to-exceed total of 
$517,000, for technical support during construction. 

   
   
 8-2 Adopt CEQA determination and authorize entering into a three-

year contract with Quigley-Simpson & Heppelwhite, Inc. for 
advertising and community outreach services related to water 
conservation not to exceed $14.7 million.  (C&L) [To be mailed 
separately] 

   

   
 8-3 Adopt CEQA determination and report on existing litigation: 

Brian May v. Metropolitan Water District of Southern California, 
Los Angeles Superior Court Case No. BC657802; and authorize 
an increase in the maximum amount payable under contract with 
Atkinson, Andelson, Loya, Ruud & Romo for legal services by 
$445,000 to an amount not to exceed $545,000.  (L&C)   
[Conference with legal counsel--existing litigation; to be heard in closed 
session pursuant to Gov. Code Section 54956.9(d)(1)] 
 [To be mailed separately] 
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9. BOARD INFORMATION ITEMS 
   
 9-1 Update on Conservation Program  
   
 9-2 Review of potential modifications and additions to Metropolitan’s 

Conservation Program (WP&S) 
 
 
 

10. OTHER MATTERS  
   

 10-1 Review of the Policies, Procedures, and Governance of 
Metropolitan’s Ethics Office  

[Evaluation of the performance of Ethics Office employees may be 
heard in closed session pursuant to Gov. Code §54957(b)] 

 
 
 
 

11. FOLLOW UP ITEMS 
 
 
 

12. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 
 
 
 

13. ADJOURNMENT  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
NOTE: At the discretion of the Board, all items appearing on this agenda and all committee agendas, whether or not 

expressly listed for action, may be deliberated and may be subject to action by the Board. 
 

 Each agenda item with a committee designation will be considered and a recommendation may be made by 
one or more committees prior to consideration and final action by the full Board of Directors.  The committee 
designation appears in parentheses at the end of the description of the agenda item e.g., (E&O, F&I).  
Committee agendas may be obtained from the Board Executive Secretary. 
 

 Writings relating to open session agenda items distributed to Directors less than 72 hours prior to a regular 
meeting are available for public inspection at Metropolitan's Headquarters Building and on Metropolitan's Web 
site http://www.mwdh2o.com. 
 

 Requests for a disability related modification or accommodation, including auxiliary aids or services, in order to 
attend or participate in a meeting should be made to the Board Executive Secretary in advance of the meeting 
to ensure availability of the requested service or accommodation.  
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