
 

 
  

  

 
LAS VIRGENES MUNICIPAL WATER DISTRICT

4232 Las Virgenes Road, Calabasas, CA 91302

 
AGENDA 

REGULAR MEETING
 

Members of the public wishing to address the Board of Directors are advised that a 
statement of Public Comment Protocols is available from the Clerk of the Board. Prior to 
speaking, each speaker is asked to review these protocols and MUST complete a 
speakers' card and hand it to the Clerk of the Board. Speakers will be recognized in the 
order cards are received.  

The Public Comments agenda item is presented to allow the public to address the Board 
on matters not on the agenda. The public may present comments on any agenda item at 
the time the item is called upon for discussion.  

Materials prepared by the District in connection with subject matter on the agenda are 
available for public inspection at 4232 Las Virgenes Road, Calabasas, CA 91302. Materials 
prepared by the District and distributed to the Board during this meeting are available for 
public inspection at the meeting or as soon thereafter as possible. Materials presented to 
the Board by the public will be maintained as part of the records of these proceedings and 
are available upon written request to the Clerk of the Board. 

5:00 PM September 10, 2013

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

 

1. CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL

 A The meeting was called to order at _____ p.m. by _____ in the District offices, and the 
Secretary called the roll.  
 

Board of Directors Present Left Absent

Charles Caspary, President ______ ______ ______

Glen Peterson, Vice President/MWD Rep. ______ ______ ______

Barry Steinhardt, Secretary ______ ______ ______

Leonard Polan, Treasurer ______ ______ ______

Lee Renger, Director ______ ______ ______

2. APPROVAL OF AGENDA



 A Moved by Director_____, seconded by Director_____, and_____, that the agenda for the 
Regular Meeting of September 10, 2013, be approved as presented/amended.

3. PUBLIC COMMENTS

Members of the public may now address the Board of Directors ON MATTERS NOT 
APPEARING ON THE AGENDA, but within the jurisdiction of the Board. No action shall be 
taken on any matter not appearing on the agenda unless authorized by Subdivision (b) of 
Government Code Section 54954.2 

4. ILLUSTRATIVE AND/OR VERBAL PRESENTATION AGENDA ITEMS

 A Ad Hoc Committee Report: Probability Analysis  

 B Legislative and Regulatory Updates 

5. CONSENT CALENDAR 

 A Minutes: Regular Meeting of August 13, 2013.  Approve

 B List of Demands: September 10, 2013.  Approve

 C Directors' Per Diem: August 2013.   Ratify

6. TREASURER

7. BOARD OF DIRECTORS

 A ACWA Committee Appointment Nominations for 2014-2015 Term

 Accept and consider ACWA committee appointment nominations, select candidates for ACWA 
committee appointment consideration, and authorize the General Manager to sign and return 
the completed Committee Consideration Form to ACWA no later than September 30, 2013. 

 B ACWA Region 8 Board Election Ballot

 Determine whether to vote for the Nominating Committee's Recommended Slate or individual 
Board Candidate nominations; if voting for individual candidates, select candidates for Chair, 
Vice Chair and Board Members (maximum of five); and authorize the General Manager to 
execute and return the completed ballot to ACWA no later than September 30, 2013.

 C Calabasas Road 10-inch Water Main Repair and Replacement: Continuation of 
Emergency Authorization

 Approve continuation of the emergency authorization for the General Manager to replace 
approximately 1,500 feet of deteriorated 10-inch water main on Calabasas Road 
following informal bidding procedures in an amount not to exceed $700,000. 

8. NON-ACTION ITEMS 

 A Organization Reports 

(1) MWD

a. Representative Report/Agenda(s)

(2) Other

 B Director's Reports on Outside Meetings 

 C General Manager Reports 



(1) General Business

(2) Follow-Up Items

 D Director's Comments 

9. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS

10. PUBLIC COMMENTS

Members of the public may now address the Board of Directors ON MATTERS NOT 
APPEARING ON THE AGENDA, but within the jurisdiction of the Board. No action shall be 
taken on any matter not appearing on the agenda unless authorized by Subdivision (b) of 
Government Code Section 54954.2 

11. CLOSED SESSION 

 A Conference with District Counsel – Existing Litigation (Government Code Section 
54956.9(a)): 

1. Dorna S. McKee v. Las Virgenes Municipal Water District  
2. Las Virgenes Municipal Water District v. Millgee Investment Company, Inc.  

 B Conference with District Counsel - Potential Litigation (Government Code Section 
54956.9): One Case  

1. In the opinion of District Counsel, disclosure of the identity of the litigant would be 
prejudicial to the district.  

 C Conference with District Counsel – Existing Litigation:  

1. Heal the Bay, Inc. v. Lisa P. Jackson  

12. OPEN SESSION AND ADJOURNMENT

 



  

 

September 10, 2013 LVMWD Regular Board Meeting

TO: Board of Directors

FROM: General Manager

 

  

 Subject: Ad Hoc Committee Report: Probability Analysis  

SUMMARY:

On August 13, 2013, the Board President formed an Ad Hoc Committee in response to a probability analysis 
and risk management discussion related to the proposed 5-million-gallon tank project.  Directors Polan and 
Renger were selected to serve on the Ad Hoc Committee.   
  
The Committee was assigned the following three tasks: (1) prepare a draft scope of work for a probability 
analysis to determine the likelihood of occurrence of the design event for the tank, (2) determine the 
estimated cost to perform the probability analysis, and (3) recommend the reasonable level of risk to be 
accepted when considering the results of a probability analysis for this purpose. 
  
On September 4, 2013, the Ad Hoc Committee met at the District's Headquarters to further discuss the key 
elements for a scope of work.  Directors Polan and Renger and General Manager Pedersen were in 
attendance.  At the Board meeting, Directors Polan and Renger will provide an update on the progress of 
the Committee's work, including the attached "Draft Scope of Work for Probability Analysis". 

Prepared By: David W. Pedersen, General Manager

ATTACHMENTS:

Draft Scope of Work for Probability Analysis 
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Draft Scope of Work for Probability Analysis 

 
Background: 
 
 The District serves a mostly residential area that has no large industry, but a population of approx. 

68,000 people (over 122 square miles called the Las Virgenes MWD).   
 

 The area has both flat land and mountainous terrain with two major zones: East and West.  We are 
only concerned with the West end for this study. 
 

 The District receives all of its potable water from Metropolitan Water District of Southern 
California, mostly through the California State Water Project. 
 

 The District has a reservoir of 9,500 acre-feet.  To give a scale, LVMWD’s staff believes this is 
enough for 3 months of supply.  The reservoir is apparently built well into the bedrock to make it 
even more earthquake resistant than most. 

 
 During peak months, LVMWD runs its west end filtration plant nearly continuously, filtering water 

from the reservoir to serve its customers.  During non-peak months, water from MWD is pumped 
directly into the potable system and distributed directly to customers.  This difference is what 
makes us need to separate peak from non-peak season in probability. Plant filtration uses a suction 
system and needs potable H2O to start filters and had a problem after 1994 earthquake 

 
 In an extreme scenario, the District has the choice of releasing unfiltered water from the reservoir 

into the potable system to fight commercial/residential fire (and specifically not brush fires).  There 
are: cost, recovery issues, and possibly health risks associated with such an action as it would 
require a “Boil Water” order.  It’s not an act to be taken lightly. 
 

 District staff identifies west sector water storage as already becoming deficient on peak demand 
days (summer) dipping into fire storage if only potable water is used for fires. 

 
What is the probability of the design event driving the need for the tank over 50 years? 
 
Non-peak Season scenario: 
 
 Supply would need to be cut off from MWD (e.g., earthquake)
 Peak use during non-peak season taxing potable water storage
 There are large enough or multiple fires that would deplete the available storage and supplies prior 

to the filtration plant being started up (12 hours). 


Peak Season scenario: 
 
 Continually running filtration station unable to supply potable water at the same time as MWD 

supply being cut off
 Peak water use taxing potable water storage
 There are large enough or multiple fires that would deplete the available storage and supplies
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LAS VIRGENES MUNICIPAL WATER DISTRICT

4232 Las Virgenes Road, Calabasas, CA 91302

 
MINUTES 

REGULAR MEETING
 

5:00 PM August 13, 2013

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

 The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag was led by President Caspary. 

 

1. CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL

 A Call to order and roll call 

 The meeting was called to order at 5:02 p.m. by President Caspary in the District offices.  
Deputy Secretary Conklin called the roll.  Those answering present were Directors Caspary, 
Peterson, Polan, Renger and Steinhardt. 

2. APPROVAL OF AGENDA

 A Approval of agenda 

 On a motion by Director Lee Renger, seconded by Director Leonard Polan, the Board of 
Directors voted 5-0 to Approve the agenda for the Regular Board Meeting of August 13, 
2013, as presented.  
AYES: Director(s) Caspary , Peterson , Polan , Renger , Steinhardt  

3. PUBLIC COMMENTS

 No speaker cards were received from the public. 

4. ILLUSTRATIVE AND/OR VERBAL PRESENTATION AGENDA ITEMS

 A Probability Analysis and Risk Management Discussion

 General Manager Pedersen gave a presentation entitled "Probability Analysis and Risk 
Management Discussion", which discusses purpose, academia and business community 
references, three design conditions, six approaches for analysis, two overriding 
considerations, engineering references, risk management perspective provided by Tolman 
and Wiker (broker) and Alteris Insurances Services (underwriter), and conclusions. 
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A summary of Board comments included: include a brush fire scenario if probability analysis is 
done; analysis of costs on injuries; if the three conditions happen all at once, we can use 
untreated water, would the flow rate be the same as with the 5-million-gallon tank (flow would 
be the same, we need additional volume not additional flow); Tolman and Wiker letter is an 
opinion and not an industry standard, not specific and would disregard, all insurance 
companies would like a lot of water to avoid losses; probability can be done just as they do in 
the rocket and oil industry; we have a reservoir and we shouldn't run out of water; we have the 
filtration plant; wants an underwriter to review not Tolman and Wiker and wants a probability 
study (there are fields that use engineering probability, which is different than designs of water 
systems), we shouldn't have a flaw in the system; can people withstand 1-2% of water 
available; use an actuary not an underwriter; ACWA / JPIA attorney said if Orange County 
tank had been built, less loss would have occurred, and doesn't want Las Virgenes to suffer 
any of these consequences, if engineering report shows infrastructure should be built then it 
should be built; Yorba Linda tank to reservoir (they didn't have an open tank), then we are 
comparing apples to oranges; if we go through a probability analysis is there a return on 
investment, loss of life cannot be measured; did Alteris say anything that was not included in 
the Tolman and Wiker letter (yes, Jeff Dodds (Tolman and Wiker Insurance) and Paul Fuller 
(underwriter at Alteris expressed concerns)); Legal Counsel Lemieux cautioned that 
the discussion was bordering on closed session liability versus open session for probability; if 
probability showed 98% should the tank be built, what is the acceptable level of risk, the Board 
needs to determine what is acceptable (Legal Counsel Lemieux stated the probability analysis 
is interesting on a policy level, probability analysis versus generally accepted engineering 
practices may not agree and general engineering practices should be followed, it's up to the 
Board to determine what is acceptable); what is industry standard for general engineering and 
what is the cost; insurance costs are increased based on risk, any idea of what the insurance 
premiums would increase by (not discussed with Tolman and Wiker); asked other insurance 
carriers and there would be no additional cost; not willing to serve inferior water to customers, 
the reservoir is not a backup for the 5-million-gallon tank; increase in costs to customers in the 
west end too if we don't have sufficient storage; 5-million-gallon tank is needed so there is 
water until the filtration system is up and running; engineering reports from 2006 say there is a 
storage deficiency (General Manager Pedersen stated he analyzed when he came on 
board, filtration plant does not have sufficient capacity to serve entire district); increase in size 
to Westlake Filtration Plant (15 to 18 million-gallons per day), can the plant be doubled; 
excellent staff and consultants for 50-years and is not going to reinvent engineering solutions; 
rebuilding cost of Westlake Filtration Plant would be enormous; we need to look outside the 
box, 50-years of history doesn't mean everything was done right. 
 
The Board continued to discuss a variety of topics including: probability suggestion is fraught 
with problems; what is the purpose of the agenda item; President Caspary requested staff 
bring the probability item back to the Board; other probability than general engineering 
practices shouldn't be used; do a probability analysis, but do not use our insurance company 
or our broker, can this be voted on (Legal Counsel Lemieux: yes; General Manager Pedersen 
stated staff does not believe probability analysis would be of value).

 Director Renger made a motion to conduct a probability and cost analysis, which 
would include a scope of work for brush fire and loss of life costs, the motion was seconded by 
Director Leonard Polan. 
 
President Caspary asked what a reasonable cost would be for conducting of a probability 
analysis (Director Renger: $10,000), and to define the scope of work. 
 
A summary of Board comments included: we are going down too many rabbit holes; staff is 
spending too much time on this one issue; we have a huge complex report in the agenda 
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discussing need, believes we are close to being able to make a decision on whether the tank 
is needed or not; we keep talking about consumption yet Westlake Village is not building and 
development of 131 units was voted down. 
 
President Caspary stated the Board should determine the scope of work and not staff.

 President Caspary appointed an ad hoc committee consisting of Director Leonard Polan and 
Director Lee Renger to develop a scope of work related to conducting of a probability analysis 
and a policy related to acceptable risk, and to request assistance from the General Manager in 
the event of difficulties and/or questions. 
 
Director Renger withdrew his previous motion therefore a formal vote of the Board of Directors 
was not taken. 
 
Director Steinhardt inquired as to whether Las Virgenes is responsible for brush fires (General 
Manager Pedersen stated public water systems are not designed for brush fires, but in the 
event of a brush fire the public water system is frequently used to fight brush fires, it 
is designed for commercial fires and Director Renger stated the District is responsible to the 
public). 

 B Update on Population and Water Demand Projections, 20x2020 Water Conservation 
Plan, and Water Conservation Incentives

 Approve a District-paid supplement to the financial incentive for the Mow-No-Mow Turf 
Removal Rebate Program, providing up to $3.00 per square foot of turf removed with a 
maximum of $4,500 per property, and approve the addition of $100,000 to the approved Fiscal 
Year 2013-14 Budget to fund the supplemental incentives.

 Roger Null, Vice President, Kennedy/Jenks Consultants gave a presentation entitled "Water 
Master Plan Population and Demand Projections", which discusses water demand projections 
purpose and methodology; basis of planning: data sources; understanding and utilizing spatial 
data; summary of projected population; projected water demands statistical analysis; effect of 
economy (unemployment rate) on single family residential water use; effect of weather 
(evapotranspiration) on single family residential use; effect of drought on single family 
residential water use; summary of projected water demands and summary of findings. 
 
Director of Facilities and Operations Lippman gave a presentation entitled "Water 
Conservation Act of 2009" (also known as 20 by 2020 or SBx7-7), which discusses targets 
(four methods were considered); baseline GPCD (gallons per capita per day); LVMWD 
targets; projected population; projected annual demand; compliance; 2015 UWMP (Urban 
Water Master Plan). 
 
A question was asked in regards to what CII stood for (Commercial Industrial Institutional).  

 Director of Resource Conservation and Public Outreach Reyes gave a presentation entitled 
"2020 Demand Scenarios", which discusses 20% x 2020 reductions under three demand 
scenarios (partial drought recovery, no drought recovery, full drought recovery); three 
strategies for compliance; LVMWD conservation programs; MWD conservation programs; 
CUWCC BMPs (California Urban Water Conservation Council/Best Management Practices); 
MWD conservation factors; historical conservation; Fiscal Year 2012/13 Incentive 
Subscription; comparison of lawn removal programs; ranges of lawn removal costs; and staffs' 
recommendation. 
 
A summary of Board comments included: how much water will be saved in comparison to 
$100,000 spent (payback takes a long time); believes we are saving more if Las Virgenes 
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reimburses 500 square feet and if 1,000 square feet is converted then additional water is 
saved; 2/3 of an acre average conversion (usage for some customers actually 
increased); not happy with Mow-No-Mow (when considering the economics using averages 
the program is not going to solve 20 by 2020); does this type of program work with water 
based budgeting as a cross purpose or does it send a different message (hardscaping won't 
need water, but doesn't believe it is a cross message). 
 
Director Steinhardt requested consideration of water conservation incentives be tabled to the 
next meeting in order to determine (1) what have our past customers done and (2) what 
square footage did customers replace versus how much they were reimbursed for (Director 
Caspary estimated there is a 40-year payback); is the data correct one-acre versus possibly 
four-acres (data will be discussed with other agencies). 
 
A summary of Board comments included: problem in our communities is the number of large 
properties, doesn't want to approve $3.00 until Metropolitan Water District (MWD) puts in their 
$1.00, put money into recycled water, concerned about new owners removing artificial turf and 
reinstalling regular lawn; with climate change we have to do something, we need to use 
recycled water; analysis of fixtures, was Southern California Edison considered (no, only 
MWD), talk to Edison; residential plumbing retrofit for showerheads and aerators for sinks. 
 
A summary of Board comments/questions to Roger Null included: projection data (analytical 
analysis used to determine GPCD for 20 by 2020); struck by population graph, ceiling of 
90,000 people (doesn't know land use of all member agencies city General Plans are utilized); 
a lot of land within the District became dedicated to State Park Service; address consistency 
of current analysis to prior studies (studies had General Plan consistency, water usage for 
different account types analyzed numerically, false sense of security if economy looks like it 
isn't rebounding); this area is affluent, do other areas having lower incomes have the same 
evapotranspiration as Las Virgenes (working with Santa Monica and Riverside who have very 
different supply strategies; Mr. Reyes had good strategies for conservation/20 by 2020); 8-
years of data seems consistent (a lot of time has been spent to quantify population). 

 President Caspary requested the recommendation for Water Conservation Incentives be 
brought back to the Board for consideration and that staff should include information on 
budget, Mow No Mow, average customer life-cycle (Director Renger asked when you sell a 
house there are certain low-flow requirements, do we need to worry about customer turnover 
or do county requirements take care of it), and phased rebates.  

 C Legislative and Regulatory Updates 

 General Manager Pedersen reported on legislative correspondence issued by the District 
including SB 731 (Steinberg) California Environmental Quality Act (oppose); and SB 601 
(Boxer) Water Infrastructure Finance and Innovation Act of 2013 (support). 

5. CONSENT CALENDAR 

 A Minutes: Regular Meetings of July 9, 2013 and July 23, 2013.  Approve

 B List of Demands: August 13, 2013.  Approve

 C Directors' Per Diem: July 2013.  Ratify

 On a motion by Director Glen Peterson, seconded by Director Barry Steinhardt, the 
Board of Directors voted 5-0 to Approve Consent Calendar 5A-5C as presented in the 
recommendations.  
AYES: Director(s) Caspary , Peterson , Polan , Renger , Steinhardt  
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6. TREASURER

 Treasurer Polan inquired as to whether the check to CS Engineering for $31,000 had been 
cashed (Director of Facilities and Operations Lippman stated no, but the contractor indicated 
they were going to). 

7. BOARD OF DIRECTORS

 A 5-Million-Gallon Tank: Follow-up on Alternatives to Address Storage Deficiency

 Consider alternatives to address the storage deficiency in the western portion of the District's 
potable water system, identify the alternatives that best address the storage deficiency, rank 
the identified alternatives, and direct staff to proceed accordingly.

 General Manager Pedersen provided an overview and summary of prior Board actions to 
date; discussed "Table A/Table B: Follow-Up on Alternatives to Address Storage 
Deficiency"; bladder alternative Granite Environmental, Inc. (distributor) and SolHuTec Group 
(manufacturer) both stated the pillow type bladder tanks are a temporary solution not a 
permanent solution with a lifespan of 1-7 years when used as a remote base or construction 
site and if used routinely there is a lifespan of 3-5 years, per the manufacturer not suitable for 
our intended use; and discussed the process to rank remaining alternatives. 
 
General Manager Pedersen facilitated a two-round voting process to rank the three remaining 
alternatives, at the conclusion of voting by the Board of Directors, Alternative # 46: no 
additional action (received the lowest ranking (third) and was therefore eliminated during 
round one); at the conclusion of round two, Alternative # 1: Tank at Site A (3 board members 
voted to rank the tank alternative as first); Alternative # 2: Install bladder in LV Reservoir for 
treated water (2 board members voted to rank the bladder alternative as first, and lacking a 
majority it was ranked second). 
 
Director Renger inquired as to whether the call for suggestions had yielded a response 
(minimal responses to date); and stated if discussions with Calleguas Municipal Water District 
are incredibly fruitful and it mitigates the District's storage problem then the Board can do 
whatever it wants to, and we could then drop the tank totally assuming we haven't committed 
to it and use that instead, the scenario is improbable, but possible. 
 
No further action was taken by the Board of Directors.  

 B Calabasas Road 10-inch Water Main Repair and Replacement: Continuation of 
Emergency Authorization 

 Approve continuation of the emergency authorization for the General Manager to replace 
approximately 1,500 feet of deteriorated 10-inch water main on Calabasas Road following 
informal bidding procedures in an amount not to exceed $700,000.

 Director of Facilities and Operations Lippman provided an update in regards to the emergency 
authorization including: on August 12th, Blois Construction slip-lined and tested the repair 
sites; during the process, the contractor discovered fourteen lateral valves that were in poor 
condition; the costs of valve/nut/bolt replacements were approximately $25,000; and with this 
expenditure, the emergency repairs are still under the $700,000 authorization limit. 

 On a motion by Director Glen Peterson, seconded by Director Leonard Polan, the Board 
of Directors voted 5-0 to Approve the recommendation as presented.  
AYES: Director(s) Caspary , Peterson , Polan , Renger , Steinhardt  

8. FINANCE AND ADMINISTRATION
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 A Claim by Vista Pointe Homeowners Association 

 Deny the claim from Vista Pointe Homeowners Association. 

 General Manager Pedersen reported the mineral deposits were caused by over-watering and 
Director of Facilities and Operations Lippman reported that Water System and Facilities 
Manger Miller had met with the homeowners association regarding over-watering. 

 On a motion by Director Glen Peterson, seconded by Director Leonard Polan, the Board 
of Directors voted 5-0 to Approve the recommendation as presented.  
AYES: Director(s) Caspary , Peterson , Polan , Renger , Steinhardt  

9. LEGAL SERVICES

 A Street Lighting Districts: Negotiated Tax Exchange Resolutions Resulting from 
Annexation of Territory Petition No. 5-212 to County Lighting Maintenance District 10032 

 Pass, approve and adopt Resolution No. 08-13-2442 for Negotiated Tax Exchange (LVMWD) 
Annexation of Petition No. 5-212; and pass, approve and adopt Resolution No. 08-13-2443 for 
Negotiated Tax Exchange (LVMW-Improvement District No. 9) Annexation of Petition No. 5-
212 to County Lighting Maintenance District 10032.RESOLUTION NOs. 08-13-2442 and 08-
13-2443: JOINT RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF THE COUNTY OF 
LOS ANGELES, THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE LOS ANGELES COUNTY WEST 
VECTOR CONTROL DISTRICT, THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE RESOURCE 
CONSERVATION DISTRICT OF THE SANTA MONICA MOUNTAINS, THE CITY COUNCIL 
OF THE CITY OF AGOURA HILLS, THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE LAS VIRGENES 
MUNICIPAL WATER DISTRICT, AND THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE LAS 
VIRGENES MUNICIPAL WATER IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT NO. 9 APPROVING AND 
ACCEPTING THE NEGOTIATED EXCHANGE OF PROPERTY TAX REVENUES 
RESULTING FROM ANNEXATION OF PETITION NO. 5-212 TO COUNTY LIGHTING 
MAINTENANCE DISTRICT 10032(Reference is hereby made to Resolution Nos. 08-13-2442 
and 08-13-2443 on file in the District's Resolution Book and by this reference the same are 
incorporated and made a part hereof.) 

 On a motion by Director Lee Renger, seconded by Director Barry Steinhardt, the Board of 
Directors voted 5-0 to Approve the recommendations as presented.  
AYES: Director(s) Caspary , Peterson , Polan , Renger , Steinhardt  

 B Resolution in Support of the Bay Delta Conservation Plan 

 Pass, approve and adopt Resolution No. 08-13-2444 in support of the Bay Delta Conservation 
Plan (BDCP).RESOLUTION NO. 08-13-2444: A RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS OF LAS VIRGENES MUNCIPAL WATER DISTRICT IN SUPPORT OF THE 
BAY DELTA CONSERVATION PLAN, RELIABLE WATER SUPPLIES AND 
ENVIRONMENTAL RESTORATION(Reference is hereby made to Resolution No. 08-13-2444 
on file in the District's Resolution Book and by this reference the same are incorporated and 
made a part hereof.) 

 On a motion by Director Lee Renger, seconded by Director Charles Caspary, the Board 
of Directors voted 5-0 to Approve the recommendation as presented.  
AYES: Director(s) Caspary , Peterson , Polan , Renger , Steinhardt  

10. INFORMATION ITEMS 

 A Procedure for Dealing with Bees, Snakes and Pests in Meter Boxes, Vaults or Other 
District Facilities

 B Renewal of Sodium Bisulfite Contract 
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 Director Caspary inquired as to how the bill of lading is verified (Director of Resource 
Conservation and Public Outreach Reyes stated the tank has a site gauge). 

 C Renewal of Sodium Hypochlorite Contract

11. NON-ACTION ITEMS 

 A Organization Reports (1) MWD a. Representative Report/Agenda(s); (2) Other 

 (1) MWD Representative Peterson stated there was no report as Metropolitan's Regular Board 
Meeting had been adjourned to August 20th. 
 
(2) Director Steinhardt reported on an ACWA Region 8 meeting he attended via conference 
call during which there was a discussion of Legal Counsel Lemieux and General Manager 
Pedersen providing presentations at the ACWA Fall Conference in December 2013.  

 B Director's Reports on Outside Meetings 

 Director Steinhardt stated due to the length of tonight's meeting he would provide a report on 
outside meetings August 27th. 
 
Director Polan reported on his attendance at the August 8th, Southern California Water 
Workshop, hosted by Congresswoman Napolitano, during which outreach to elected 
officials regarding diversification in meeting long-term water conservation goals was 
discussed. 
 
Director Caspary reported he was working with Santa Monica Bay Restoration Commission 
(SMBRC) on their 25th anniversary ceremony to be held in October 2013, noted Resource 
Conservation Manager Orton was serving as treasurer, accomplishments of the organization 
and those who assisted with the watershed would be recognized; and further reported that he 
has not received any commitments and is not approaching any consultants for donations due 
a conflict of interest and the next SMBRC meeting would be held on August 15th. 

 C General Manager Reports (1) General Business; (2) Follow-Up Items 

 (1) General Manager Pedersen provided an update on general business of the District 
including: the upcoming CASA Conference, TMDL presentation would be made to The 
Westlakers community group on August 20th, four weekly landscape classes were being held 
beginning August 21st, and a Westlake Joint Board HOA Watershed Tour was scheduled 
for August 22nd. 
 
(2) No report was given.

 D Director's Comments 

 None. 

12. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS

 None. 

13. PUBLIC COMMENTS

 No speaker cards were received from the public. 
 
The meeting convened into break at 8:17 p.m. 

14. CLOSED SESSION 
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 The meeting reconvened into Closed Session at 8:25 p.m. 

 A Conference with District Counsel - Existing Litigation (Government Code Section 
54956.9(a)): 
 
1. Rommel Marzan v. Las Virgenes Municipal Water District 
2. Dorna S. McKee v. Las Virgenes Municipal Water District 
3. San Diego County Water Authority v. Metropolitan Water District of Southern 
California (Cases 1 and 2) 
4. Las Virgenes Municipal Water District v. Millgee Investment Company, Inc. 

 B Conference with District Counsel - Potential Litigation (Government Code Section 
54956.9): One Case 
 
1. In the opinion of District Counsel, disclosure of the identity of the litigant would be 
prejudicial to the district. 

 C Conference with District Counsel - Existing Litigation: 
 
1. Heal the Bay, Inc. v. Lisa P. Jackson 

15. OPEN SESSION AND ADJOURNMENT

 The meeting convened into Open Session at 9:00 p.m.  No reportable actions were taken 
during Closed Session. 
 
The Chair declared the meeting adjourned at 9:01 p.m. 
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LVMWD Regular Meeting 
August 13, 2013 

 
 
 
 
                                                                     
    CHARLES CASPARY, President 
    Board of Directors 
    Las Virgenes Municipal Water District 
ATTEST: 
 
 
    
BARRY STEINHARDT, Secretary 
Board of Directors 
Las Virgenes Municipal Water District 
 
(SEAL) 
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September 10, 2013 LVMWD Regular Board Meeting

TO: Board of Directors

FROM: General Manager

 

  

 Subject: ACWA Committee Appointment Nominations for 2014-2015 Term

SUMMARY:

On August 12, 2013, the District received correspondence from ACWA that new officers for President and 
Vice President would be elected at the Fall Conference and requesting that agencies prepare to reconstitute 
all committees for the 2014-2015 term.  A Committee Consideration Form must be completed and returned 
to ACWA no later than September 30, 2013, for the District's nominations to be eligible for consideration. 
  
During the 2012-2013 term, Board Members and staff served on ACWA Committees as follows: Director 
Glen Peterson (State Legislative); Director Lee Renger (Water Quality); Director of Facilities and 
Operations David Lippman (Energy); and Public Affairs and Communications Manager Jeff 
Reinhardt (Communications).  

RECOMMENDATION(S):

Accept and consider ACWA committee appointment nominations, select candidates for ACWA committee 
appointment consideration, and authorize the General Manager to sign and return the completed 
Committee Consideration Form to ACWA no later than September 30, 2013. 

FINANCIAL IMPACT:

No financial impact at this time.  If committee appointments are confirmed by ACWA, the District would 
be responsible for all costs associated with the participation of it representatives on the committees. 

DISCUSSION:

A summary of staff interest in ACWA committees includes: Joseph Lillio, Finance Manager (Finance 
Committee); David Lippman, Director of Facilities and Operations (Energy Committee); Sherri Paniagua, 
Human Resources Manager (Personnel and Benefits Committee); and Jeff Reinhardt, Public Affairs and 
Communications Manager (Communications Committee).

Prepared By: Kimmey Conklin, Executive Assistant/Clerk of the Board

ATTACHMENTS:

ACWA Committee Nominations 2014-15 Term 
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September 10, 2013 LVMWD Regular Board Meeting

TO: Board of Directors

FROM: General Manager

 

  

 Subject: ACWA Region 8 Board Election Ballot

SUMMARY:

On August 1, 2013, the District received an email notification from ACWA requesting consideration 
and voting for candidates to serve on the ACWA Region 8 Board of Directors. 
 
The Region 8 Ballot consists of two general voting options: (1) the Nominating Committee's Recommended 
Slate, or (2) individual Board Candidate nominations for Chair, Vice Chair, and Board Members (maximum 
of five).  Director Barry Steinhardt is included in the Nominating Committee's Recommended Slate as a 
Board Member and in the individual Board Candidate nominations as both Vice Chair and Board Member.  

RECOMMENDATION(S):

Determine whether to vote for the Nominating Committee's Recommended Slate or individual Board 
Candidate nominations; if voting for individual candidates, select candidates for Chair, Vice Chair and Board 
Members (maximum of five); and authorize the General Manager to execute and return the completed 
ballot to ACWA no later than September 30, 2013.

FINANCIAL IMPACT:

No financial impact at this time.  Election as Vice Chair or Board Member of ACWA Region 8 could result in 
additional travel expenses associated with attending ACWA Board meetings or other events.

Prepared By: Kimmey Conklin, Executive Assistant/Clerk of the Board

ATTACHMENTS:

ACWA Region 8 - Ballot Email 

ACWA Region 8 Ballot 

Rules and Regulations Region 8 
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2014-2015
Term

Official

Region 8 Board Ballot

Please return completed ballot 
by September 30, 2013

e-mail: anat@acwa.com
mail: ACWA  

910 K Street, Suite 100 
Sacramento, CA 95814

General Voting instructions: 

1  You may either vote for 
the slate recommended by 
the region 8 Nominating 
Committee or vote for 
individual region board 
members. Please mark the 
appropriate box to indicate 
your decision.

2  Please complete your agency 
information. The authorized 
representative is determined 
by your agency in accordance 
with your agency’s policies and 
procedures. 

AgeNCY NAme

AuThorized rePreSeNTATive

dATe

1

2

Nominating committee’s Recommended Slate
 i concur with the region 8 Nominating Committee’s 

recommended slate below.

chair: 
•	 Steve cole, Newhall County Water district

Vice chair: 
•	 Michael Touhey, upper San gabriel valley municipal Water 

district

Board Members:
•	 Bill cooper, Castaic Lake Water Agency
•	 Greg Galindo, La Puente County Water district
•	 Mel Matthews, Foothill municipal Water district 
•	 Sandy Olson, Walnut valley Water district
•	 Barry Steinhardt, Las virgenes municipal Water district

OR

individual Board candidate Nominations
 i do not concur with the region 8 Nominating Committee’s 

recommended slate. i will vote for individual candidates  
below as indicated.

candidates for chair: (choose one)
 Steve cole, Newhall County Water district
 Ronald Smith, West Basin municipal Water district

candidates for Vice chair: (choose one)
 Ronald Smith, West Basin municipal Water district
 Barry Steinhardt, Las virgenes municipal Water district
 Michael Touhey, upper San gabriel valley municipal Water 

district

candidates for Board Members: (Max of 5 choices)
 Bill cooper, Castaic Lake Water Agency
 Greg Galindo, La Puente County Water district
 Mel Matthews, Foothill municipal Water district 
 Sandy Olson, Walnut valley Water district
 Ronald Smith, West Basin municipal Water district
 Barry Steinhardt, Las virgenes mWd
 Michael Touhey, upper San gabriel valley mWd
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ACWA Region 8 ~ Rules and Regulations 

Each region shall organize and adopt rules and regulations for the conduct of its meetings and affairs not inconsistent with the Articles 

of Incorporation or bylaws of the Association (ACWA Bylaw V, 6.). 

Officers 

At least one of the chair or vice chair positions must be an elected / appointed director from a member agency. 

The term of the chair and the vice chair shall allow for two successive two-year terms allowing a maximum of four consecutive years as 

chair or vice chair. 

The chair will appoint a secretary if one is deemed necessary. 

Meetings 

The Region 8 board shall approve all region programs and activities. 

Region 8 shall have a general membership meeting annually in addition to those meetings at the ACWA conferences. 

Attendance 

If a region chair or vice chair is no longer allowed to serve on the Board of Directors due to his / her attendance, the region board shall 

appoint from the existing region board a new region officer. (ACWA Policy & Guideline Q, 1.) 

If a region chair or vice chair misses three consecutive region board / membership meetings, the same process shall be used to backfill 

the region officer position. (ACWA Policy & Guideline Q, 1.) 

If a region board member has three consecutive unexcused absences from a region board meeting or general membership business 

meeting, the region board will convene to discuss options for removal of the inactive board member. If the vacancy causes the board to 

fail to meet the minimum requirement of five board members, the region must fill the vacancy according to its rules and regulations. 

(ACWA Policy & Guideline Q, 3.) 

Elections 

All nominations received for the region chair, vice chair and board positions must be accompanied by a resolution of support from each 

sponsoring member agency, signed by an authorized representative of the Board of Directors. Only one individual may be nominated 

from a given agency to run for election to a region board. Agencies with representatives serving on the nominating committees should 

strive not to submit nominations for the region board from their agency. (ACWA Policy & Guideline P, 2.) 

Election ballots will be e-mailed to ACWA member agency general managers and presidents. 

The nominating committee shall consist of three to five members. 
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The nominating committee shall pursue qualified members within the region to run for the region board; consider geographic diversity, 

agency size and focus in selecting a slate, nominate both elected/appointed officials and staff members as part of the Region 8 board; 

and preserve objectivity by not nominating a member of the nominating committee for any elected positions being considered. 

See the current region election timeline for specific dates. 

Endorsements 

ACWA, as a statewide organization, may endorse potential nominees and nominees for appointment to local, regional, and statewide 

commissions and boards. ACWA’s regions may submit a recommendation for consideration and action to the ACWA Board of Directors 

to endorse a potential nominee or nominee for appointment to a local, regional or statewide commission or board. (ACWA Policy & 

Guideline P, 3.) 

Committee Recommendations & Representation 

All regions are given equal opportunity to recommend representatives of the region for appointment to a standing or regular committee 

of the Association. If a region fails to provide full representation on all ACWA committees, those committee slots will be left open for the 

remainder of the term or until such time as the region designates a representative to complete the remainder of the term. (ACWA Policy 

& Guideline P, 4. A.) 

At the first region board / membership meeting of the term, regions shall designate a representative serving on each of the standing and 

regular committees to serve as the official reporter to and from the committee on behalf of the region to facilitate input and 

communication. (ACWA Policy & Guideline P, 4. B.) 

The chair and vice chair shall make all committee appointment recommendations to the ACWA committees, to be ratified by the Region 

8 board prior to submission to the ACWA president for consideration. 

Tours 

ACWA may develop and conduct various tours for the regions. All tour attendees must sign a “release and waiver” to attend any and all 

region tours. Attendees agree to follow environmental guidelines and regulations in accordance with direction from ACWA staff; and will 

respect the rights and privacy of other attendees. (ACWA Policy & Guideline P, 6.) 

Finances 

See “Financial Guidelines for ACWA Region Events” document. 

Amending the Region Rules & Regulations 

ACWA policies and guidelines can be amended by approval of the ACWA Board of Directors. 

The Region 8 Rules & Regulations can be amended by a majority vote of those present at any Region 8 meeting as long as a quorum 

is present. 
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September 10, 2013 LVMWD Regular Board Meeting

TO: Board of Directors

FROM: Facilities & Operations

 

  

 Subject: Calabasas Road 10-inch Water Main Repair and Replacement: Continuation of 
Emergency Authorization

SUMMARY:

On May 14, 2013 and at each subsequent Regular Meeting through August 13, 2013, the Board of 
Directors, by unanimous vote, authorized the General Manager to take emergency action to replace 
approximately 1,500 feet of deteriorated 10-inch water main on Calabasas Road following informal bidding 
procedures in an amount not to exceed $700,000.  Section 2-5-502 of the Las Virgenes Municipal Water 
District Code establishes that, at each subsequent regular meeting, the Board shall determine by 4/5's vote 
whether to continue the emergency authorization. 
 
On August 27, 2013, General Manager Pedersen provided an update on the project including: construction 
work progressing well with 900 feet of the 1,500 feet slip-lined, services being re-established west of Park 
Granada, work should be completed the first or second week of September 2013, and the emergency 
repairs are still expected to remain under the $700,000 authorization limit.  Upon completion of the update, 
the Board of Directors, by unanimous vote, approved continuation of the emergency authorization.

RECOMMENDATION(S):

Approve continuation of the emergency authorization for the General Manager to replace approximately 
1,500 feet of deteriorated 10-inch water main on Calabasas Road following informal bidding procedures in 
an amount not to exceed $700,000. 

FINANCIAL IMPACT:

The Board of Directors previously authorized the work in an amount not to exceed $700,000.

DISCUSSION:

Las Virgenes Municipal Water District Code Section 2-5-502 - Emergencies: 
 
(b) "When a meeting of the Board can be commenced in a timely manner to authorize emergency action, by 
a 4/5's vote, the Board may authorize procurement of good and services without formal bids, informal bids, 
or requests for proposal.  Such authorization shall be based on substantial evidence set forth in the minutes 
of the meeting that the emergency will not permit delay and action is necessary to respond to the 
emergency.  Until the emergency subsides or the work is complete, at each subsequent regular meeting the 
Board shall determine by 4/5's vote whether to continue or terminate the authorization for emergency."

Prepared By: Kimmey Conklin, Executive Assistant/Clerk of the Board
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Regular Board Meeting 

September 10, 2013

12:00 p.m.  -- Board Room

Tuesday, September 10, 2013
Meeting Schedule

7:00-8:00 a.m. Rm. 2-413 Dirs. Computer 
Training

9:00 a.m. Rm. 2-145 L&C

10:00 a.m. Rm. 2-456 C&L 

12:00 p.m. Board 
Room

Board Meeting

MWD Headquarters Building                          700 N. Alameda Street                         Los Angeles, CA 90012

1. Call to Order

(a) Invocation: Jose R. Sanchez, Jr., Unit Manager V, Office of the Chief 
Financial Officer

(b) Pledge of Allegiance:  Director Dan Griset

2. Roll Call

3. Determination of a Quorum

4. Opportunity for members of the public to address the Board on matters 
within the Board's jurisdiction. (As required by Gov. Code § 54954.3(a))

5. OTHER MATTERS

A. Approval of the Minutes of the Meetings for August 13 and 20, 2013.
(Copies have been mailed to each Director)
Any additions, corrections, or omissions

Date of Notice: August 28, 2013
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Board Meeting Agenda September 10, 2013
Page 2

B. Report on Directors' meetings attended at Metropolitan expense for month 
of August

C. Introduction of new Director, Michael T. Hogan, from San Diego County 
Water Authority

(a) Report on credentials by General Counsel
(b) File credentials
(c) File Oath

D. Approve committee assignments

E Chairman's Monthly Activity Report

6. DEPARTMENT HEADS' REPORTS

A. General Manager's summary of Metropolitan's activities for the month of 
August

B. General Counsel’s summary of Legal Department activities for the month 
of August

C. General Auditor's summary of activities for the month of August

D. Ethics Officer's summary of activities for the month of August

7. CONSENT CALENDAR ITEMS — ACTION

7-1 Adopt final resolutions for annexation and water standby charge levy for 
Meadowood Annexation to San Diego County Water Authority and to 
Metropolitan Water District.  (F&I)

Date of Notice:  August 28, 2013 ITEM 8A



Board Meeting Agenda September 10, 2013
Page 3

Recommendation:

Option #1:

Review and consider information provided in the certified EIR and adopt the 
Lead Agency’s findings related to the proposed actions and

a. Adopt resolution granting SDCWA’s request for approval of Meadowood 
Annexation concurrently to SDCWA and Metropolitan and establish 
Metropolitan’s terms and conditions for the annexation, conditioned 
upon approval by San Diego Local Agency Formation Commission, and 
upon receipt of annexation fee of $1,172,420; and

b. Adopt resolution to impose water standby charge at a rate of $11.51 per 
acre, or per parcel of less than one acre, within the proposed 
annexation area.

(END OF CONSENT CALENDAR)

8. OTHER BOARD ITEMS — ACTION

8-1 Appropriate $5.1 million; and authorize:  (1) preliminary design to 
rehabilitate prestresed concrete cylinder pipe (PCCP) portions of the 
Second Lower Feeder; (2) agreement with Black & Veatch for engineering 
services; (3) agreement with ICF International for preparation of 
environmental documentation; and (4) agreement with DHI, Inc. for a 
system-wide hydraulic model  (Approp. 15471).  (E&O)

Recommendation:

Option #1:

Adopt the CEQA determination that the proposed action is categorically exempt 
and

a. Appropriate $5.1 million;
b. Authorize preliminary design to rehabilitate PCCP portions of the 

Second Lower Feeder;
c. Authorize agreement with Black & Veatch in an amount not to exceed 

$1.78 million to provide engineering services;
d. Authorize increase of $800,000 to the agreement with ICF International, 

for a new not-to-exceed total of $950,000, to prepare environmental 
documentation; and

e. Authorize agreement with DHI, Inc. in an amount not to exceed 
$975,000 to develop a system-wide hydraulic model.

Date of Notice:  August 28, 2013 ITEM 8A
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8-2 Authorize staff to enter into funding agreements for Foundational Actions 
Funding Program proposals. (WP&S)

Recommendation:

Option #1:

Adopt the CEQA determination that the proposed action is categorically exempt 
and direct staff to enter into funding agreements for the recommended 
16 proposals totaling $3.3 million.

8-3 Authorization to implement New Conservation Program Initiatives.  (WP&S)

Recommendation:

Option #1:

Adopt the CEQA determination that the project is categorically exempt from 
CEQA and authorize implementation of 

a. New conservation program initiatives effective October 1, 2013; and
b. New policy on providing Conservation Credits Program funding to 

projects conserving recycled water.

8-4 Withdrawn

8-5 Authorize entering into a long-term lease with the Los Angeles County 
Metropolitan Transportation Authority at Metropolitan Headquarters 
Building in Los Angeles County.  (RP&AM)
[Conference with real property negotiators; Los Angeles  County Assessor Parcel 
No. 5409-023-930; agency negotiators:  Gilbert Ivey, John Clairday, Bryan Otake, 
and Nancy Webb;  negotiating parties:  Los Angeles County Metropolitan 
Transportation Authority; under negotiation:  price and terms of payment; to be 
heard in closed session pursuant to Gov. Code Section 54956.8]

8-6 Report on existing litigation, Oscar Renda Contracting, Inc. v. MWD,
Superior Court for the County of Riverside, Case No. RIC 1213525; and 
authorize increase in maximum amount payable under contracts with 
(1) Criterium Consulting Group for consulting services by $100,000 for an 
amount not to exceed $200,000; and (2) Lachel and Associates, Inc. for 
consulting services by $100,000 for an amount not to exceed $200,000.  
(L&C)
[Conference with legal counsel—existing litigation; to be heard in closed session 
pursuant to Gov. Code Section 54956.9(d)(1)]

Date of Notice:  August 28, 2013 ITEM 8A
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9. BOARD INFORMATION ITEMS

None

10. DEPARTMENT HEADS PERFORMANCE EVALUATIONS

10-1 Report on action plans by Department Heads
[Public employees’ performance evaluation; to be heard in closed session pursuant 
to Gov. Code Section 54957]

11. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS

12. ADJOURNMENT

NOTE: At the discretion of the Board, all items appearing on this agenda and all committee agendas, whether or not 
expressly listed for action, may be deliberated and may be subject to action by the Board.

Each agenda item with a committee designation will be considered and a recommendation may be made by one or 
more committees prior to consideration and final action by the full Board of Directors.  The committee designation 
appears in parentheses at the end of the description of the agenda item e.g.  (E&O, F&I).  Committee agendas may 
be obtained from the Board Executive Secretary.

Writings relating to open session agenda items distributed to Directors less than 72 hours prior to a regular meeting 
are available for public inspection at Metropolitan's Headquarters Building and on Metropolitan's Web site 
http://www.mwdh2o.com.

Requests for a disability related modification or accommodation, including auxiliary aids or services, in order to 
attend or participate in a meeting should be made to the Board Executive Secretary in advance of the meeting to 
ensure availability of the requested service or accommodation. 

Date of Notice:  August 28, 2013 ITEM 8A




