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Design Objectives:

“Gaining a Clear Perspective on Outdoor Water Use”

Provide examples of: 
Medium, Low and Very Low Water-Use Plantings

Storm Water Harvesting
Rain Gardens

Permeable Pavements
Drip Irrigation and Smart Controller

Inspire homeowners to implement these ideas in their own 
yards to reduce outdoor water use
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Lawn 
Alternatives

• Field Sedge          
(Carex praegracilis) 
Uses 50% less water

Mow or not mow

• Kurapia
(Phylla nodiflora) 

Uses 75% less water



Medium-Low Water Plants
Natives and Mediterranean

• Mediterranean 
Uses 50% less water

Mow or no mow

• Kurapia
(Phylla nodiflora) 

Uses 75% less water



Low-Very Low Water Plants
Succulents



Low-Very Low Water Plants
California Natives



Rain Garden

 Infiltrates stormwater to 
reduce irrigation needs

 Filters stormwater overflow  
before discharging to 
street

Photo: Saxon Holt



Rain Garden

 Plants adapted to seasonal 
wet and dry conditions
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Rain Tanks

• Capture Roof Water
 620 gallons per inch 

of rain from 1,000 sf 
roof

 Use to deep water 
trees with gravity-fed 
soaker hose

 LID compliance

 Examples of 55 to 420 
gallons



Amphitheater
• Teaching and Community 

Gathering Events

 Seating for 30 people



Permeable 
Pavement

• Infiltrate Runoff
Reduces irrigation 

needs

Prevent site runoff 
from polluting 
waterways 
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• Partial shade 
garden

• Permeable 
hardscapes

• Recirculating water 
feature

• Native plantings 
under oaks
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• Oak woodland 
slope plantings

• Drainage 
improvements

• Rain garden
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• Erosion control 
plantings

• Wildflower and  
grass meadows

• Entry signage 
plantings



Signage

• Interpretive Subjects:
Plant lists for each 

garden

How to install rain 
tanks 

How to install 
permeable paving

 The story of 
imported water

Announcements 
and community 
events
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30” Valve Artifact a.k.a. “The Lens”

• Signifies the extent of  
infrastructure need to 
import water

 Tactile perspective

 Sight through 
opening to see 
examples of 
medium, low and 
very gardens 
indicated by 
“drop” sign posts  



30” Valve Artifact a.k.a. “The Lens”

 Sight through opening to see examples of 
medium, low and very gardens indicated by 
“drop” sign posts  



Water Management

“Smart” Controllers, aka 
Weather-Based Irrigation Controller 
(WBIC):

 Automatically adjusts watering 
schedule to seasonal averages or 
real-time weather data

Calculates watering schedules
based upon exposure, soil type, 
plant factor, slope, emitter flow 
rates, summer water reduction, 
establishment period etc.



Water Management
Water only every few 

weeks

 Reduce summer water

Many require no 
irrigation
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Once established::



Questions?
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