
 

  
  

 
LAS VIRGENES MUNICIPAL WATER DISTRICT

4232 Las Virgenes Road, Calabasas, California

 
AGENDA 

REGULAR MEETING
 

Members of the public wishing to address the Board of Directors are advised that a 
statement of Public Comment Protocols is available from the Clerk of the Board. Prior to 
speaking, each speaker is asked to review these protocols and MUST complete a 
speakers' card and hand it to the Clerk of the Board. Speakers will be recognized in the 
order cards are received.  

The Public Comments agenda item is presented to allow the public to address the Board 
on matters not on the agenda. The public may present comments on any agenda item at 
the time the item is called upon for discussion.  

Materials prepared by the District in connection with subject matter on the agenda are 
available for public inspection at 4232 Las Virgenes Road, Calabasas, CA 91302. Materials 
prepared by the District and distributed to the Board during this meeting are available for 
public inspection at the meeting or as soon thereafter as possible. Materials presented to 
the Board by the public will be maintained as part of the records of these proceedings and 
are available upon written request to the Clerk of the Board. 

5:00 PM November 9, 2010

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

 

1. CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL

 A The meeting was called to order at _____ p.m. by _____ in the District offices, and the 
Secretary called the roll.  
 

Board of Directors Present Left Absent

Charles Caspary, President ______ ______ ______

Lee Renger, Vice President ______ ______ ______

Glen Peterson, Secretary/MWD Rep. ______ ______ ______

Jeff Smith, Treasurer ______ ______ ______

Joseph M. Bowman, Director ______ ______ ______



2. APPROVAL OF AGENDA

 A Moved by Director_____, seconded by Director_____, and_____, that the agenda for the 
Regular Meeting of November 9, 2010, be approved as presented/amended.

3. PUBLIC COMMENTS

Members of the public may now address the Board of Directors ON MATTERS NOT 
APPEARING ON THE AGENDA, but within the jurisdiction of the Board. No action shall be 
taken on any matter not appearing on the agenda unless authorized by Subdivision (b) of 
Government Code Section 54954.2 

4. ILLUSTRATIVE AND/OR VERBAL PRESENTATION AGENDA ITEMS

 A Public Hearing - Proposed Ordinance Amendment: Schedule of Rate Adjustments

 The full reading of the proposed Ordinance amending Ordinance No. 11-86-161 (Las Virgenes 
Code) As it Relates to Commodity Charges for Potable Water Service be waived, and the 
Board order publication within 30-days of adoption using a summary of the ordinance.  
 
 
The Board by a roll call vote of Ayes: Noes: Abstain: Absent: that the proposed Ordinance 
amending Ordinance No. 11-86-161 (Las Virgenes Code) As it Relates to Commodity 
Charges for Potable Water Service, be given first reading by title only. 

 B Legislative and Regulatory Updates

5. CONSENT CALENDAR 

 A Minutes: Regular Meeting of September 14, 2010.  Approve

 B List of Demands: November 9, 2010.  Approve

 C Directors' Per Diem: October 2010.  Ratify

 D Claim submitted by Peter Baker: Deny the claim submitted by Peter Baker.  Approve

6. TREASURER

7. BOARD OF DIRECTORS

 A ACWA Health Benefits Authority (HBA) Election Ballot

 The Board of Directors to recommend nominees within each geographical area; and authorize 
the General Manager to execute the agency voting ballot with the HBA Inspector of Election 
no later than Monday, November 22, 2010. 

 B Annual Report: Records Review and Destruction

 Authorize the destruction of records as presented. 
 

8. GENERAL MANAGER

 A Thomas Safran & Associates/ Canyon Creek Partners, LP - 4803 El Canon Ave, 
Calabasas

 Approve the agreement regarding potable water capacity fees and sewer connection fees 



between Las Virgenes Municipal Water District and Canyon Creek Seniors, LP. 

9. FACILITIES AND OPERATIONS

 A 24" Recycled Water (REW) Pipeline from Tapia State Park to Mulholland Highway - 
Final Acceptance

 Approve the execution of a Notice of Completion by the Secretary of the Board for and on 
behalf of the District and have the same recorded; and that in the absence of claims from 
subcontractors and others, release retention in the amount of $350,239.18 thirty calendar 
days after filing the Notice of Completion for the 24" Recycled Water (REW) Pipeline from 
Tapia State Park to Mulholland Highway.

 B Kimberly and Mulwood Tanks Renovation Project (2009) - Final Acceptance

 Approve the execution of a Notice of Completion by the Secretary of the Board for and on 
behalf of the District and have the same recorded; approve the final Progress Payment, in the 
amount of $37,531.51 to Crosno Construction, Inc., and that in the absence of claims from 
subcontractors and others, release retention in the amount of $82,025.24 thirty calendar days 
after filing the Notice of Completion for Kimberly and Mulwood Tanks Renovation Project. 

 C Westlake Filtration Building and Control House Re-roofing - Final Acceptance

 Approve the execution of a Notice of Completion by the Secretary of the Board for and on 
behalf of the District and have the same recorded; approve the final Progress Payment, in the 
amount of $208,188.90 to Cabral Roofing & Waterproofing Corporation; and in the absence of 
claims from subcontractors and others, release retention in the amount of $23,132.00 thirty 
calendar days after filing the Notice of Completion for the Westlake Filtration Building and 
Control House Re-roofing Project. 

10. FINANCE AND ADMINISTRATION

 A Award of Bid: Outsourcing of Mailing Customer Bills

 The Board of Directors authorize the General Manager to issue a one year contract with two 
one-year renewal options to V3 Corporation for the outsourcing of the weekly process of 
mailing customer bills. Proposed price is for an estimated average quantity of 3,000 pieces of 
mail per week at $0.447 per piece processed. The estimated annual cost to the District for this 
service is $60,000. 

11. RESOURCE CONSERVATION AND PUBLIC OUTREACH

 A Landscape Maintenance Services 

 Authorize the General Manager to enter into a one-year agreement, with two (2) one-year 
renewal options, with Villa Esperanza Services to provide landscape maintenance services in 
an amount not to exceed $4,783 per month. 
 

 B National Geographic - Water for Tomorrow

 Provide direction to staff as to the Board's preference on continuing to subscribe to Water for 

Tomorrow for another four issues to be distributed to customers (two times each year, one in 
the spring, the other in autumn) in 2011 and 2012. 
 

12. LEGAL SERVICES



 A Resolution of Intent for Continuation of Potable Water Standby Charge

 Approve the Letter Agreement for Professional Services with Datastream Business Solutions, 
Inc. for assistance on the Standby Charge Program, at an amount not to exceed $20,500 per 
year (excluding postage) for a two year period; adopt the proposed Resolution of Intent 
(Resolution No. 11-10-2409) continuing the Standby Charge pursuant to the "Municipal Water 
District Law" with property owner notification pursuant to California Water Code, Section 
71638.3; and Set a Public Hearing for 5:00 PM, January 11, 2011 to consider the continuation 
of the Standby Charge.  
 
RESOLUTION NO. 11-10-2409: A RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF 
LAS VIRGENES MUNICIPAL WATER DISTRICT INITIATING PROCEEDINGS FOR THE 
CONTINUATION OF THE WATER AVAILABILITY OR STANDBY CHARGE FOR THE 
FISCAL YEAR COMMENCING JULY 1, 2011. 
 
(Reference is hereby made to Resolution No. 11-10-2409 on file in the District's Resolution 
Book and by this reference the same is incorporated herein and made a part of hereof.) 

13. NON-ACTION ITEMS 

 A Organization Reports 

(1) MWD

a. Representative Report/Agenda(s)

(2) Other

 B Director's Reports on Outside Meetings

 C General Manager Reports

 D Director's Comments

14. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS

15. CLOSED SESSION 

 A Conference with District Counsel - Anticipated Litigation (Government Code 
Section 54956.9(b): one case): 

1. Disclosure of identity of the parties would prejudice the interests of the District.  

 B Conference with District Counsel - Existing Litigation (Government Code Section 
54956.9(a)): 

1. Cooper, et al. v. Calabasas Park Estates, et al.  
2. San Diego County Water Authority v. Metropolitan Water District, et al.  
3. Arnaldes v. EH Excavation, Inc. and Las Virgenes Municipal Water District  

16. OPEN SESSION AND ADJOURNMENT

 



  

November 9, 2010 LVMWD Regular Board Meeting

TO: Board of Directors

FROM: Finance & Administration

 

  

 Subject: Public Hearing - Proposed Ordinance Amendment: Schedule of Rate Adjustments

SUMMARY:

Government Code Section 53756 allows retail water purveyors to pass along wholesale water cost 
increases to customers under several conditions. One of those conditions requires the adoption of a 
Schedule of Adjustments.  
 
On November 24, 2009 the Board of Directors adopted Ordinance No. 11-09-259 creating a Schedule of 
Adjustments to Pass-Through Wholesale Cost Increases. Prior to adoption of this ordinance customers were 
notified by mail of the proposed Schedule of Adjustments and the District's intent to pass along future 
wholesale water cost increases in compliance with State law.  
 
Metropolitan Water District of Southern California, the wholesale water supplier to the District, increased its 
water cost 7.5% effective January 1, 2011. This increases the cost of purchased water to the District by 
approximately $800,000 per year. Passing this along to customers raises each rate tier by $0.08 per 
hundred cubic feet (HCF) of water. The average customer who uses 70 HCF of water bi-monthly will see an 
increase in cost of $2.82/month or 3.3%.  
 
Considering the Board approved a planned spend down of reserves as part of its financial planning in 2007, 
the loss of revenue due to water allocations and the budgeted operating loss in the Water Fund of $3 million 
dollars for FY 2010/11, it is recommended that the Board approve the pass through of the Metropolitan 
increase. 

RECOMMENDATION(S):

The full reading of the proposed Ordinance amending Ordinance No. 11-86-161 (Las Virgenes Code) As it 
Relates to Commodity Charges for Potable Water Service be waived, and the Board order publication within 
30-days of adoption using a summary of the ordinance.  
 
 
The Board by a roll call vote of Ayes: Noes: Abstain: Absent: that the proposed Ordinance amending 
Ordinance No. 11-86-161 (Las Virgenes Code) As it Relates to Commodity Charges for Potable Water 
Service, be given first reading by title only. 

FINANCIAL IMPACT:

Metropolitan's wholesale water rate increase is estimated to cost the District an additional $800,000 per 
year. This increase, along with the two previous increases from Metropolitan, are significantly more than the 
wholesale water cost projections provided by Metropolitan in 2007 and used by the District in setting water 
rates through FY 2011/12. Of this $800,000 almost $400,000 is related to the increase in Metropolitan's 
Readiness To Serve (RTS) charge. The RTS is a fixed charge that is paid to Metropolitan regardless of the 
amount of water purchased.  
 
A more detailed financial review of the Water Fund financials will be provided at the regularly scheduled 
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November 9, 2010 Board meeting. 

Prepared By: John Mundy, General Manager

ATTACHMENTS:

Proposed Ordinance Schedule of Adjustments
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ORDINANCE NO. XX-XX-XXX 
 
 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF 
LAS VIRGENES MUNICIPAL WATER DISTRICT 

AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 11-86-161 
(LAS VIRGENES CODE) 

AS IT RELATES TO COMMODITY CHARGES FOR  
POTABLE WATER SERVICE 

 
 
 BE IT ORDAINED BY THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF LAS VIRGENES MUNICIPAL WATER 
DISTRICT as follows: 
 
 1. Purpose. 
 This ordinance amends the Las Virgenes Code to memorialize rate increases resulting from the 
pass-through increased cost of water supply. 
 
 2. Findings. 
 The board finds, determines and declares as follows: 
 
  (a) The District has adopted a schedule of adjustments in accordance with 
Government Code Section 53756 to establish a schedule to pass through increases in the cost of water; 
  (b) The adjustments set forth herein reflect the increased cost of water supplied to the 
District by the Metropolitan Water District of Southern California; 
  (c) This ordinance will not produce significant environment impacts.  
 
 3. Amendment. 
 Section 3-4.103 of Ordinance No. 11-86-161 is hereby amended and reenacted to read as follows: 
 
 “3-4.103 Commodity Charges 

 
(a)  In addition to the readiness to serve charge, each customer shall pay a commodity charge 

for water delivered through each meter in a bimonthly period based on the class of customer, tier 
allotments and the elevation zone within which the customer’s property is located as follows.  

 
(b)   A tier allotment is the number of units of water allocated to a customer for a bimonthly 

billing period.  Tier allotments, stated in billing units, for single-family class of customers are follows: 
 

 Single Family 
Tier 1  First 16 
Tier 2  Next 51 
Tier 3  Next 133 
Tier 4  Over 200 

 
Tier allotments, stated in billing units, for a multi-family class of customers are as follows: 

 
 Multi-Family  

per dwelling unit 
Tier 1  First 12 
Tier 2  Next 2 
Tier 3  Next 10 
Tier 4  Over 24 

 
Tier allotments for commercial and irrigation classes of customers are determined by multiplying the single-
family class tier allotments by the meter capacity ratio for the meter serving the property. 
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Meter Size 
Meter Capacity 

Ratio 
3/4" 1.0 
1" 1.7 
1-1/2" 3.3 
2" 5.3 
3" 10.7 
4" 16.7 
6" 33.3 
8" 53.3 

10" 76.7 
 

(c)   Each customer shall pay a charge for the units of water delivered to offset the cost of 
delivery, other than pumping above zone one, as follows: 
 

Commencing with meter reads on or after: Volume 
Charge per 

Unit 
  7/1/2010  1/1/2011  7/1/2011 

Tier 1 $     1.58 $     1.66 $     1.71 
Tier 2 1.93 2.01 2.08 
Tier 3 2.77 2.85 2.95 
Tier 4 4.05 4.13 4.28 

 
Commencing with meter 

reads on or after: 
Elevation 

Charge per Unit 
 7/1/2010  7/1/2011 

Zone 2 $     0.35 $     0.36
Zone 3 0.60 0.62
Zone 4 1.05 1.09
Zone 5 2.11 2.19

 
 

(d) Each customer shall pay a charge for each unit of water delivered to offset the cost of 
pumping above zone one as follows: 
 
 
 4. Other. 
 Except as provided herein, Ordinance No. 11-86-161 is hereby reaffirmed and readopted. 
 
 PASSED, APPROVED AND ADOPTED on November 23, 2010. 
 
 
       ________________________________ 
       Charles Caspary, President 
ATTEST: 
 
_______________________________ 
Glen Peterson, Secretary 
 
[Seal] 
 
 
Approved as to Form: 
 
 
_______________________________ 
Wayne K. Lemieux, District Counsel 
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LAS VIRGENES MUNICIPAL WATER DISTRICT

4232 Las Virgenes Road, Calabasas, California

 
MINUTES 

REGULAR MEETING
 

5:00 PM September 14, 2010

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

 At the request of President Caspary, the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag was given by 
Director Smith. 

 

1. CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL

 A Call to order and roll call.

 The meeting was called to order at 5:00 p.m. by President Caspary in the District offices.  
Assistant Deputy Secretary Conklin called the roll.  Those answering present were Directors 
Bowman, Caspary, Renger and Smith.   
 
Directors absent: Peterson. 

2. APPROVAL OF AGENDA

 A Approval of agenda.

 Legal Counsel O'Neill stated subsequent to posting of the agenda a second case of potential 
litigation was discovered, and requires addition to 14.A Closed Session - Conference with 
District Counsel - Potential Litigation. 

 On a motion by Director Joseph Bowman, seconded by Director Lee Renger, the Board 
of Directors voted 5-0 to Approve by a roll call vote of Ayes: 5; Noes: 0; and Abstain: 0, 
the addition of a second case to 14.A Closed Session - Conference with District Counsel 
- Potential Litigation.  
AYES: Director(s) Bowman , Caspary , Peterson , Renger , Smith  

 On a motion by Director Joseph Bowman, seconded by Director Lee Renger, the Board 
of Directors voted 5-0 to Approve the Regular Board Meeting of September 14, 2010, as 
amended by recommendation of Legal Counsel O'Neill.  
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AYES: Director(s) Bowman , Caspary , Peterson , Renger , Smith  

3. PUBLIC COMMENTS

 Five speaker cards were received from the public.  (1) Jim Moorhead discussed termination of 
water service at the Smith property, which has not yet been restored; (2) Linda Stock who 
requested notification of whether the potential litigation cases on the agenda were related to 
T-Mobile or Synergy (Legal Counsel O'Neill stated that neither the one potential litigation case 
listed on the agenda, nor the second potential litigation case added to the agenda were for T-
Mobile or Synergy); (3) Liat Samouhi requested the Board not give into any pressure that may 
be exerted by T-Mobile or Synergy for executing of the cell tower site agreement at Adamsville 
Avenue (Mulwood Tank), and stated that she has not yet received a response to her letter 
dated July 5, 2010, in regards to rescinding the Board action taken on June 22, 2010, and the 
purported Brown Act and CEQA violations; (4) Howard Rodgers spoke on behalf of Steve 
Kessler in regards to his water budget allocation, and made general comments regarding the 
proposed revisions to the adjustment and appeal process; and (5) Steve Kessler who 
discussed the need for some customers to have an additional appeal for their water budget 
allocations due to special circumstance(s). 
 
Director Peterson arrived at 5:17 p.m. during Mr. Kessler's public comments. 

4. ILLUSTRATIVE AND/OR VERBAL PRESENTATION AGENDA ITEMS

 A Legislative and Regulatory Updates

 Public Affairs and Communications Manager Reinhardt provided a legislative update including 
opposition of AB 2049 (Arambula) transfers of water; support of SB 918 (Pavely) water 
recycling; and stated Kathy Cole would be present at the board meeting of December 14, 
2010 to provide an update of legislative activities for calendar year 2010. 

 B Las Virgenes Unified School District - School Programs

 Director Bowman reiterated that the proposed one dollar check box on Las Virgenes bills 
would be considered illegal (correct per Legal Counsel O'Neill as this would be a solicitation of 
funds), and that for the computer advertising proposal a fair value needs to be determined 
(also correct per Legal Counsel O'Neill). 
 
Public Affairs Associate Low gave a presentation entitled "LVMWD's Educational Outreach 
Update".  
 
Director of Resource Conservation and Public Outreach Reyes stated that Las Virgenes USD 
has been asked to provide costs for computer advertising in order for staff to determine value; 
Las Virgenes USD has received $115,000 in rebates; and that Las Virgenes MWD has also 
participated in an artificial turf program at Lupin Hill Elementary. 

5. CONSENT CALENDAR 

 On a motion by Director Joseph Bowman, seconded by Director Lee Renger, the Board 
of Directors voted 5-0 to Approve Consent Calendar 5A-5C as presented in the 
recommendations.  
AYES: Director(s) Bowman , Caspary , Peterson , Renger , Smith  

 A List of Demands: September 14, 2010.  Approve

 B Directors' Per Diem: August 2010.  Ratify
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 C Claim submitted by Mercury Insurance on behalf of Robert Ball.  Deny

6. TREASURER

 Treasurer Smith stated that he spoke to the auditors (Diehl Evans) regarding the field work 
conducted the week of June 7, 2010; and stated additional field work would be conducted the 
week of October 4, 2010 with a report to the Board in November. 

7. BOARD OF DIRECTORS

 A Total Compensation Study - Expanded Scope of Work

 Discuss the strategy as outlined in the Fox Lawson & Associates document entitled "Las 
Virgenes Municipal Water District Discussion Draft - Purpose and Philosophy", and provide 
the General Manager direction on the Board's interest in this matter. 

 General Manager Mundy discussed the expanded scope of work in the Fox Lawson & 
Associates Memorandum of September 1, 2010 in the amount of $10,000; stated private 
sector total compensation was not part of the negotiated agreement with the represented 
units, but the data may be useful in the future, Fox Lawson anticipates private sector 
companies to disclose salary data, but doubts that they will disclose benefit data. 
 
Director Bowman requested staff provide the Board with 4-6 reports on private vs. public 
sector compensation.  Director Caspary asked that the reports be impartial. 

 On a motion by Director Lee Renger, seconded by Director Jeff Smith, the Board of 
Directors voted 5-0 to Approve acceptance of the terms in the expanded scope of work in 
an amount not to exceed $10,000.  
AYES: Director(s) Bowman , Caspary , Peterson , Renger , Smith  

 B Thomas Safran & Associates: Sewer Service - 4803 El Canon Avenue, Calabasas

 General Manager Mundy stated just prior to the board meeting, Thomas Safran & Associates 
had provided the public financing information, which he has not had an opportunity to review.  
Director Bowman stated it needs to be well established that this is not a gift of public funds.  
President Caspary stated he personally invited Hal Helsley to the board meeting to provide 
public comments on this item, but that Mr. Helsley was not in attendance this evening. 

8. FACILITIES AND OPERATIONS

 A Rancho Las Virgenes Composting Facility: Biofilter Maintenance

 Authorize the General Manager to approve a purchase order for Viramontes Express for 
biofilter media supply, removal, replacement and disposal in an amount not to exceed 
$38,930. 

 On a motion by Director Lee Renger, seconded by Director Joseph Bowman, the Board 
of Directors voted 5-0 to Approve the recommendation as presented.  
AYES: Director(s) Bowman , Caspary , Peterson , Renger , Smith  

 B Reyes Adobe Freeway Crossing Pipeline Installation: Authorize Purchase Order

 Authorize the General Manager to issue a purchase order in the amount of $287,202.14 to the 
City of Agoura Hills for construction of the proposed waterline. 

 On a motion by Director Glen Peterson, seconded by Director Lee Renger, the Board of 
Directors voted 5-0 to Approve the recommendation as presented.  
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AYES: Director(s) Bowman , Caspary , Peterson , Renger , Smith  

9. FINANCE AND ADMINISTRATION

 A Award of Bid for Water Meters

 The Board of Directors authorize the General Manager to issue a one-year contract , with two 
one-year renewal options to Ferguson Waterworks, for the purchase and delivery of water 
meters. The estimated annual cost for these meters is $394,853.10. 

 Director of Resource Conservation and Public Outreach Reyes stated the award of bid 
recommendation was being made to the lowest bidder who met the specifications; Las 
Virgenes does not currently use Elster meters, but they are fully compatible with the Datamatic 
system; and the annual cost will be based on the number of meters purchased each year with 
the price being set for a period of 12 months.  The meters also meet the lead regulations as 
mentioned by President Caspary. 

 On a motion by Director Lee Renger, seconded by Director Glen Peterson, the Board of 
Directors voted 5-0 to Approve the recommendation as presented.  
AYES: Director(s) Bowman , Caspary , Peterson , Renger , Smith  

 B Claim from Charles L. Weber

 Deny the claim submitted by Charles L. Weber. 

 Director of Facilities and Operations Lippman stated Los Angeles County is still working on a 
remediation plan, and the Las Virgenes line is still hi-lined above the street. 

 On a motion by Director Lee Renger, seconded by Director Glen Peterson, the Board of 
Directors voted 5-0 to Approve the recommendation as presented.  
AYES: Director(s) Bowman , Caspary , Peterson , Renger , Smith  

10. RESOURCE CONSERVATION AND PUBLIC OUTREACH

 A Education Program - Solar Cup

 Provide direction to staff to proceed with sponsoring a Solar Cup team as part of the District's 
Education Outreach programming. 

 Director of Resource Conservation and Public Outreach Reyes stated in the past, the school 
district has not responded to invitations for participation in this event, however this year a 
qualified instructor, Ty Kastendiek of Camp David Gonzalez had expressed an interest in the 
Solar Cup program.  Director and MWD Representative Peterson stated that if someone has 
an interest, Las Virgenes should sponsor the program and extend sponsorship to Camps 
Miller, Kirkpatrick and Gonzalez. 

 On a motion by Director Glen Peterson, seconded by Director Lee Renger, the Board of 
Directors voted 4-1 to Authorize team sponsorship in the amount of $4,000 
for Metropolitan Water District's Solar Cup educational outreach program.  
AYES: Director(s) Caspary , Peterson , Renger , Smith  
NOES: Director(s) Bowman  

 B Water Shortage Response - Revisions to the Adjustment and Appeal Process

 Approve the Water Budget Adjustment and Appeal Process dated September 14, 2010. 

 On a motion by Director Lee Renger, seconded by Director Joseph Bowman, the Board 
of Directors voted 5-0 to Approve the recommendation as presented.  ITEM 5A



AYES: Director(s) Bowman , Caspary , Peterson , Renger , Smith  

11. INFORMATION ITEMS 

 A Water Shortage Update - July 2010

 Director Bowman in response to the water shortage and allocation numbers requested that 
staff monitor rain and water levels, and if there are additional shortages Las Virgenes needs to 
be on top of the numbers. 

12. NON-ACTION ITEMS 

 A Organization Reports(1) MWDa. Representative Report/Agenda(s) (2)Other

 (1) MWD Representative Peterson discussed general business of Metropolitan including 
Diana Sanchez - new director from Compton; Blue Ribbon Committee updates - report due in 
December 2010; power agreements for turbines in the desert; feeders to parks; term of office 
for General Manager; severance packages; and upper Colorado River tour - salinity program 
to reduce salts. 
 
(2) None. 

 B Director's Reports on Outside Meetings

 Director Bowman reported on his attendance at the ACWA Federal Affairs Committee meeting 
of September 10, 2010, topics included WRDA bill - no allocations before the election; no 
budget for 2010-11 is expected; EPA released estimate of $336 billion to repair outdated 
water system infrastructure; Title XVI monies $136 million still not spent; and EPA comments 
are due by September 17, 2010 in regards to strategy related to Oberstar bill. 

 C General Manager Reports

 General Manager Mundy provided an update regarding general business of the district 
including termination of service policy; today's fire at the entrance of Mountain View 
Estates; AWA Reagan Library and ACWA Fall Conference events. 

 D Director's Comments

 Director Bowman requested an update on his request for staff to contact CASA Conference 
presenter Mr. Gardiner regarding customer outreach for specific issues such as the allocation 
process, etc.  General Manager Mundy stated he had left a message for Mr. Gardiner, but had 
not yet received a response. 
 
Director Bowman discussed the editorial in The Acorn regarding $5 million cost for 
composting.  President Caspary requested the report provided to the JPA Board on July 19, 
2010 be provided again as it includes the costs for dewatering and composting. 
 
Director Renger inquired on the co-generation project, and Director of Facilities and 
Operations Lippman stated the project will begin in December 2010. 
 
Director Bowman stated that he did not see reserves on the pending list and wants to review 
them prior to, or at least at the same time as any future rate increases are presented; NPDES 
accolades - soul search on what was learned technically and the way we relate to the 
Regional Board staff; and stated the last Executive Officer of the Regional Board (Tracy 
Egosque) was excellent in regards to dealing with environmental agencies; excellent letter 
from staff to Koehler. 
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13. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS

 None. 
 
The meeting adjourned to break at 7:10 p.m. 

14. CLOSED SESSION 

 The meeting reconvened to Closed Session at 7:20 p.m. 

 A Conference with District Counsel - Potential Litigation (Government Code Section 
54956.9: one case): 

1. In the opinion of District Counsel, disclosure of the identity of the litigant would be 
prejudicial to the district.  

 B Conference with District Counsel - Existing Litigation (Government Code Section 
54956.9(a)): 

1. Cooper, et al. v. Calabasas Park Estates, et al.  
2. Mehta Construction Company v. LVMWD  
3. San Diego County Water Authority v. Metropolitan Water District, et al.  
4. Arnaldes v. EH Excavation, Inc. and Las Virgenes Municipal Water District  

15. OPEN SESSION AND ADJOURNMENT

 The meeting reconvened into Open Session at 8:04 p.m. and members of the public who were 
present were readmitted to the Board Room. 

 On a motion by Director Lee Renger, seconded by Director Glen Peterson, the Board of 
Directors voted 5-0 to Authorize the General Manger Mundy to execute the Joint Defense 
Agreement in an amount not to exceed $10,000 with participation from West Basin 
Municipal Water District at 50%; Foothill Municipal Water District at 25% and Las 
Virgenes Municipal Water District at 25% for San Diego County Water Authority v. 
Metropolitan Water District, et al.  
AYES: Director(s) Bowman , Caspary , Peterson , Renger , Smith  

 The Chair declared the meeting adjourned at 8:06 p.m. 
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Regular Meeting 
September 14, 2010 

 
 
 
 
                                                    
    CHARLES CASPARY, President 
    Board of Directors 
    Las Virgenes Municipal Water District 
ATTEST: 
 
 
    
GLEN PETERSON, Secretary 
Board of Directors 
Las Virgenes Municipal Water District 
 
(SEAL) 
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November 9, 2010 LVMWD Regular Board Meeting

TO: Board of Directors

FROM: Finance & Administration

 

  

 Subject: Claim submitted by Peter Baker: Deny the claim submitted by Peter Baker. 

SUMMARY:

On October 8, 2010, the District received a claim from Peter Baker of Chatsworth. Mr. Baker's automobile 
had damages in the estimated amount of $721 when the water main near Las Virgenes Road and Agoura 
Road was punctured on August 12, 2010, causing damage his vehicle.  
This is similar to the claim made by Robert Ball and denied by the Board on September 14, 2010. The 
responsible party is the contractor who was installing an electrical conduit for the City of Calabasas. The 
contractor installing the conduit was Terno Electric, headquartered in La Mirada, CA. The District is also 
filing a claim against the contractor for cost of repair and cost of water loss.  
 
Staff has discussed the contractor's liability with Mr. Baker.  
 
District Counsel concurs with the recommendation. 

Prepared By: Sandra Hicks, Director of Finance and Administration

ATTACHMENTS:

Peter Baker Claim
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November 9, 2010 LVMWD Regular Board Meeting

TO: Board of Directors

FROM: General Manager

 

  

 Subject: ACWA Health Benefits Authority (HBA) Election Ballot

SUMMARY:

On October 8, 2010, Las Virgenes MWD received notification from ACWA requesting consideration and 
voting for candidates to serve on the ACWA HBA Board of Directors.  
Voting by ballot for one (1) nominee in Northern region - Agency with less than 20 participating employees; 
Norther region - general, two (2) nominees; Southern - Agency with less than 20 participating employees, 
one (1) nominee; and Southern region - general, two (2) nominees. 

RECOMMENDATION(S):

The Board of Directors to recommend nominees within each geographical area; and authorize the General 
Manager to execute the agency voting ballot with the HBA Inspector of Election no later than Monday, 
November 22, 2010. 

FINANCIAL IMPACT:

None. 

Prepared By: Kimmey Conklin, Executive Assistant/Clerk of the Board

ATTACHMENTS:

ACWA HBA Ballot

Valley Center Water District Letter of Support Merle Aleshire

Cucamonga Valley Water District Letter of Support Randall Reed
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November 9, 2010 LVMWD Regular Board Meeting

TO: Board of Directors

FROM: General Manager

 

  

 Subject: Annual Report: Records Review and Destruction

SUMMARY:

Pursuant to Title 2, Section 2-8.307, of the Las Virgenes Code, the Secretary is required to report at least 
annually, in writing, to the Board of Directors at a public meeting concerning District records. A records 
retention schedule is maintained by the Executive Assistant/Clerk of the Board, which has been approved by 
the Board. A list of documents to be destroyed was presented to Legal Counsel, Department Heads, the 
General Manager and the Secretary for review, and has been approved. The destruction list is in 
accordance with the District's records retention schedules and the Las Virgenes Code. 
 
The proposed listing of records scheduled for destruction in November 2010 is included within the agenda 
as reference. 

RECOMMENDATION(S):

Authorize the destruction of records as presented. 
 

FINANCIAL IMPACT:

Funds are available in Records Management account 701121.6235 for shredding services, which has a 
historical annual average cost of $350.00. 

Prepared By: Kimmey Conklin, Executive Assistant/Clerk of the Board

ATTACHMENTS:

Annual Records Destruction Listing
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November 9, 2010 LVMWD Regular Board Meeting

TO: Board of Directors

FROM: General Manager

 

  

 Subject: Thomas Safran & Associates/ Canyon Creek Partners, LP - 4803 El Canon Ave, Calabasas

SUMMARY:

On August 24, 2010 the Board of Directors approved negotiation of a conditional payment agreement for 
connection fees with Thomas Safran & Associates. The attached agreement has been prepared consistent 
with the Board's motion and is being presented herein for consideration and approval. 

RECOMMENDATION(S):

Approve the agreement regarding potable water capacity fees and sewer connection fees between Las 
Virgenes Municipal Water District and Canyon Creek Seniors, LP. 

FINANCIAL IMPACT:

Current capacity fees for a 75 unit project amount to $525,000 for Sanitation, $78,933 for a 3" domestic 
meter and $12,333 for a 1" irrigation meter. If approved the agreement will set the capacity fees for 
Sanitation at $36,750, the 3" meter at $5,525.31 and the 1" meter at $863.31. Administrate fees, equipment 
and installation costs are in addition to the capacity fees and will be paid by the developer at full cost. 

DISCUSSION:

In August of 2010 Thomas Safran & Associates approached the District with a request to lower the capacity 
fees to their project located at 4803 El Canon Ave, Calabasas, CA. The project currently under construction 
is a 75 unit low income affordable senior housing project within the City of Calabasas. Ninety three percent 
(93%) of the project is being funded by federal, state and local public money or tax credits. The Las 
Virgenes Administrative Code allows the waiver of capacity fees from public entities and is normally handled 
through an administrate process. However, because this project is being constructed by a private entity with 
the majority of funding from public money any reduction in capacity fees must be granted by the Board.  
 
On August 24, 2010 the Board approved negotiation of a conditional payment agreement for connections 
fees with Thomas Safran & Associates. Due to funding conditions placed on the developer it is necessary to 
approve the agreement before November 16, 2010.  
 
The major elements of the agreement include recording a land use restriction agreement against the 
property for 30 years, requires full fees to be paid anytime the project no longer retains its low income status 
and requires successors and assigns to be responsible for the conditions of the agreement. 

Prepared By: John Mundy, General Manager

ATTACHMENTS:

Agreement LVMWD and Canyon Creek Seniors, LP
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November 9, 2010 LVMWD Regular Board Meeting

TO: Board of Directors

FROM: Facilities & Operations

 

  

 Subject: 24" Recycled Water (REW) Pipeline from Tapia State Park to Mulholland Highway - Final 
Acceptance

Las Virgenes-Triunfo Joint Powers Authority approved funding for this matter in the Joint Powers Authority 
Budget. This recommendation is before the LVMWD Board of Directors for action, as administering agent, 
as authorized under the Joint Powers Authority Agreement. 

SUMMARY:

On October 27, 2009, the Board awarded a contract to Blois Construction, Inc. (Blois) to construct 8,966 feet 
of the 24" Recycled Water (REW) Pipeline from Tapia State Park to Mulholland Highway. This project was 
constructed to provide additional capacity, redundancy, reliability, and operation flexibility in the recycled 
water transmission system. Six change orders were approved during the construction.As of October 29, 
2010, the project was completed. It is appropriate at this time to file the Notice of Completion, make the final 
payment and release retention as stipulated in the contract. 
 

RECOMMENDATION(S):

Approve the execution of a Notice of Completion by the Secretary of the Board for and on behalf of the 
District and have the same recorded; and that in the absence of claims from subcontractors and others, 
release retention in the amount of $350,239.18 thirty calendar days after filing the Notice of Completion for 
the 24" Recycled Water (REW) Pipeline from Tapia State Park to Mulholland Highway.

FINANCIAL IMPACT:

This project is funded through CIP Work Order Account10281 with a budget of $5,506,651. A federal grant 
in the amount of $1,949,474.77 (less federal administrative costs of $149,474.77) will reimburse the JPA for 
a portion of the project costs.Final costs are as follows: 
 
Project Budget $5,506.651 

 
Design Costs $611,651 

 
Construction Contract 
 

$3,502,391  
 

Services During Construction 
 

$286,686  

Inspection/Project Mgmt/Administration 
 

$497,437 
 

TOTAL PROJECT COST 
 

$4,898,165  

Less Federal Grant Reimbursement 
 

<$1,800,000>

NET PROJECT COST $3,098,165 
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Prepared By: Lindsay Cao, P.E., Associate Engineer

ATTACHMENTS:

Notice Of Completion 24&quot; REW Pipeline
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Las Virgenes Municipal Water District

Carol Girotto
Las Virgenes Municipal Water District
4232 Las Virgenes Road
Calabasas, CA 91302

Las Virgenes Municipal Water District

4232 Las Virgenes Road, Calabasas, CA 91302

N/A

N/A
October 29, 2010

Calabasas

Los Angeles
24" Recycled Water Pipeline from Tapia State Park to Mulholland Highway

November 9                    2010

Calabasas 9th                                  November                    2010

Glen Peterson, Secretary

Blois Construction, Inc.

Glen Peterson
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November 9, 2010 LVMWD Regular Board Meeting

TO: Board of Directors

FROM: Facilities & Operations

 

  

 Subject: Kimberly and Mulwood Tanks Renovation Project (2009) - Final Acceptance

SUMMARY:

On November 10, 2009, the Board awarded a contract to Crosno Construction, Inc. in the amount of 
$885,755.06 for significant repairs and upgrades at Kimberly and Mulwood tanks and with a completion date 
of July 13, 2010. The scope included internal coating repairs, partial (spot) exterior repairs (with the option of 
a full repair if necessary), mechanical and piping improvements, roadway repairs, and security system 
upgrades. Minor repairs of the roadways around Woolsey and Indian Hills tank were also included. The 
existing cathodic protection (CP) systems at both tanks were inspected and refurbished.  
 
A total of one (1) Change Order was administratively approved for a total net credit of $65,502.69. Change 
Order 1 consists of following four items: 
 
1) A credit of $71, 890 for exterior coating that was found in good conditions and did not need to be fully 
repaired. 2) An increase of $21,260 for additional 1,063 linear feet of asphalt dike at bid price of $20 per 
linear foot. 3) An increase of $4,391.31 for the increased length and height of a retaining wall due to field 
conditions. 4) A credit of $19,264.00 for miscellaneous structural repairs that were found in good condition.  
 
A additional 108 day time extension was included in Change Order 1. to account for various delays due to 
site and weather conditions and sub-contractor changes.  
 
As of October 29, 2010, the project was completed and both tanks are back in service.It is appropriate at 
this time to file the Notice of Completion, make the final payment and release retention as stipulated in the 
contract. 

RECOMMENDATION(S):

Approve the execution of a Notice of Completion by the Secretary of the Board for and on behalf of the 
District and have the same recorded; approve the final Progress Payment, in the amount of $37,531.51 to 
Crosno Construction, Inc., and that in the absence of claims from subcontractors and others, release 
retention in the amount of $82,025.24 thirty calendar days after filing the Notice of Completion for Kimberly 
and Mulwood Tanks Renovation Project. 

FINANCIAL IMPACT:

This project is funded through CIP Work Order 10423 that has adequate budget to fund the project. 

Prepared By: John Zhao, P.E., Principal Engineer

ATTACHMENTS:

Notice of Completion Kimberly and Mulwood Tanks
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Las Virgenes Municipal Water District

Carol Girotto
Las Virgenes Municipal Water District
4232 Las Virgenes Road
Calabasas, CA 91302

Las Virgenes Municipal Water District

4232 Las Virgenes Road, Calabasas, CA 91302

N/A

N/A
October 29, 2010

Calabasas

Los Angeles
Kimberly and Mulwood Tanks Renovation Project (2009)

November 9                    2010

Calabasas 9th                                  November                    2010

Glen Peterson, Secretary

Crosno Construction Inc.

Glen Peterson
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November 9, 2010 LVMWD Regular Board Meeting

TO: Board of Directors

FROM: Facilities & Operations

 

  

 Subject: Westlake Filtration Building and Control House Re-roofing - Final Acceptance

SUMMARY:

On July 13, 2010, the Las Virgenes Municipal Water District Board of Directors awarded a contract to Cabral 
Roofing & Waterproofing Corp. in the amount of $231,321.00 for the Westlake Filtration Building and Control 
House Re-roofing project. The project includes replacement of the existing roof membrane system at the 
filter building with a polyvinyl chloride (PVC) membrane system and at the control house with a PVC 
membrane system and clay roof tile system. As of October 29, 2010, the project was completed. It is 
appropriate at this time to file the Notice of Completion, make the final payment and release retention as 
stipulated in the contract.  
 

RECOMMENDATION(S):

Approve the execution of a Notice of Completion by the Secretary of the Board for and on behalf of the 
District and have the same recorded; approve the final Progress Payment, in the amount of $208,188.90 to 
Cabral Roofing & Waterproofing Corporation; and in the absence of claims from subcontractors and others, 
release retention in the amount of $23,132.00 thirty calendar days after filing the Notice of Completion for 
the Westlake Filtration Building and Control House Re-roofing Project. 

FINANCIAL IMPACT:

This project is funded through CIP Work Order 10435 with a budget of $267,617. 

Prepared By: Lindsay Cao, P.E., Associate Engineer

ATTACHMENTS:

Notice of Completion Westlake Re-roofing
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Las Virgenes Municipal Water District

Carol Girotto
Las Virgenes Municipal Water District
4232 Las Virgenes Road
Calabasas, CA 91302

Las Virgenes Municipal Water District

4232 Las Virgenes Road, Calabasas, CA 91302

N/A

N/A
October 29, 2010

Westlake Village

Los Angeles
Westlake Filtration Building and Control House Re-roofing

32601 Torchwood Place, Westlake Village, CA

November 9                    2010

Calabasas 9th                                  November                    2010

Glen Peterson, Secretary

Cabral Roofing & Waterproofing Corp.

Glen Peterson
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November 9, 2010 LVMWD Regular Board Meeting

TO: Board of Directors

FROM: Finance & Administration

 

  

 Subject: Award of Bid: Outsourcing of Mailing Customer Bills

SUMMARY:

On September 28, 2010, the Board of Directors approved a Call for Bids for outsourcing the weekly mailing 
process of customer bills. Bids were received and opened publicly on Monday, October 18, 2010. 

RECOMMENDATION(S):

The Board of Directors authorize the General Manager to issue a one year contract with two one-year 
renewal options to V3 Corporation for the outsourcing of the weekly process of mailing customer bills. 
Proposed price is for an estimated average quantity of 3,000 pieces of mail per week at $0.447 per piece 
processed. The estimated annual cost to the District for this service is $60,000. 

FINANCIAL IMPACT:

Funds are available in the current budget and will be proposed in future budget for the outsourcing of this 
service. 

DISCUSSION:

Bids were sent to nine service providers and only one response was received as follows:  
 
V3 Corporation: $0.447 per piece  
 
V3 Corporation is the current service provider and the only responsive bidder meeting the District 
specifications and requirements. The proposed price per piece is the average price per piece for postage 
and handling different kinds of customer mailings. The price is the same as the last three years. Staff has 
reviewed the required documentation and recommends this contract be awarded to V3 Corporation for the 
outsourcing of the weekly customer bills mailing process.  
 

Prepared By: Carmen Ripley, Senior Buyer
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November 9, 2010 LVMWD Regular Board Meeting

TO: Board of Directors

FROM: Resource Conservation & Public Outreach

 

  

 Subject: Landscape Maintenance Services 

SUMMARY:

Villa Esperanza Services (VES) is a non-profit organization that provides programs to give the 
developmentally disabled a chance to learn and work as productive members of the community. Other 
services they provide include janitorial, beach maintenance, moving, vending and food preparation services. 
Notable employers include the major supermarket chains, Home Depot, Mann Theaters, PetSmart, etc. 
Work crews always work under full supervision. 
 
For the past 6 years, VES has provided landscape maintenance at the District facilities. They have 
maintained the facilities at a level that exceeds staff's expectations as demonstrated by the appearance of 
the grounds at the District HQ, Tapia, Rancho and the Filtration Plant. Their cost has remained at $4,555 per 
month but because of rising prices, they are requesting a 5% increase of $228 per month. In the past 2 
years, their work was paid on a month-to-month basis. To plan their program better, VES seeks to have a 
longer term commitment for their services. Staff, therefore, recommends a one-year contract at $57,396 with 
two one-year renewal options. The Agreement is attached. 
 
To consolidate all routine landscape maintenance work, staff has also negotiated inclusion of Equestrian 
Tank into this contract. This service is currently provided by a different company at a cost of $350 per 
month. Overall, the District will reduce its total landscape maintenance cost at slightly below the current 
level. 
 

RECOMMENDATION(S):

Authorize the General Manager to enter into a one-year agreement, with two (2) one-year renewal options, 
with Villa Esperanza Services to provide landscape maintenance services in an amount not to exceed 
$4,783 per month. 
 

FINANCIAL IMPACT:

Services will be charged to the appropriate business unit for each facility.  
 

Prepared By: Carlos Reyes, Director of Resource Conservation and Public Outreach

ATTACHMENTS:

Villa Esperanza Agreement
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Landscape Maintenance Services 
Page 1 of 4 

AGREEMENT TO PROVIDE LANDSCAPE MAINTENANCE SERVICES 

 
This agreement is made, entered into and executed in duplicate and to be 
performed in Calabasas, California, as of November 9, 2010. 

 
BY AND BETWEEN  LAS VIRGENES MUNICIPAL WATER DISTRICT 
    Hereinafter referred to as District 
 
AND    VILLA ESPERANZA SERVICES 
    Hereinafter referred to as Company 
 
IN CONSIDERATION OF THE MUTUAL PROMISES, COVENANTS AND 
CONDITIONS HEREINAFTER SET FORTH, THE PARTIES DO HEREBY 
AGREE as follows: 

 
Article 1: The Company, meeting all specifications for the above captioned, 

agrees to provide Landscape Services at a monthly cost of $4,783 
for one year effective November 9, 2010. 

 
 All of the terms and provisions of this Agreement shall be binding 

upon each of the parties hereto, and upon the successors and 
assigns of the District, and the executors, administrators, successors 
and assigns of the Company.  Detailed work requirements are 
included in the attached Exhibit A - Scope of Work for Landscape 
Maintenance Services. 

 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF the parties hereto have executed this Agreement, or  
caused it to be executed as of the day, month, and year first above written.  
 
ATTEST:     DISTRICT 
 
By: ___________________  BY: ___________________________ 
      Glen Peterson, Secretary               John R. Mundy, General Manager 
 
 
APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
 
Wayne K. Lemieux, Attorney  COMPANY 
 
By: ____________________  By: ___________________________ 
      
     Print name: _____________________ 
 
     Title: __________________________ 
 
     Date: __________________________ 
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Landscape Maintenance Services 
Page 2 of 4 

Exhibit A - 

SCOPE OF WORK FOR LANDSCAPE MAINTENANCE SERVICES 

 

 
A. Work Crews 

 
Work crews will consist of four (4) highly-trained Villa Esperanza Services 
(VES) clients with a minimum of 6 months experience in landscape 
maintenance.   
 
One (1) VES landscape supervisor (Job Coach) trained in CPR and First 
Aid, and knowledgeable and experienced in the field of Landscape 
Maintenance will assist and supervise the crew at all times when on site.   
 
Work hours will be from Monday through Friday between the hours of 8:00 
AM and 2:00 PM, with a one-half hour lunch break during the work day.  
The total net crew work hours shall equal 27.5 work hours per week. 
 

 
B. Facilities 

 
Work areas include: 
  
 Las Virgenes Municipal Water District Headquarters Campus 
 Tapia Water Reclamation Facility 
 Rancho Las Virgenes Composting Facility 

 Westlake Filtration Plant 
 Equestrian Tank 

 
 

C. Activities 
 
Work shall include the following tasks: 

 
q Clean trash, debris, leaves, etc. from walks and drives 
q Clean stains from walls and pavement 
q Maintain drainage (v-ditches, curbs and gutters, etc.) 
q Turf maintenance: 

o Mowing weekly with a mulching mower, unless directed 
otherwise 

o Dethatching, aerating and top dressing (utilizing compost from 
the Rancho Las Virgenes Composting Facility) on an as-
needed basis as determined by the District, but not to exceed 
twice annually. 

q Trim groundcover and shrubs (only as directed) 
q Arbor care under 12 feet (only as directed) 
q Fertilizing (only as directed) 
q Ongoing weed control (using District-approved methods) 
q Irrigation system inspections and repairs (as directed) 
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Landscape Maintenance Services 
Page 3 of 4 

q Other tasks as requested by the District, such as removal of 
landscape plantings or installation of new plant materials (within work 
ability and safety guidelines) 

 
VES shall provide a weekly schedule based on the District’s priorities and 
seasonal requirements for certain tasks. 
 
 

D. Liability 
 
VES shall pay Workers Compensation, Unemployment Insurance, and 
FICA to all employees.  VES shall carry its own liability policy and is 
responsible for its job coaches and all other VES staff members involved 
with the training and support of its crews.   
 
VES shall provide comprehensive general liability insurance in the amount 
of one million dollars ($1,000,000) per occurrence and two million dollars 
($2,000,000) aggregate.  A Special Endorsement naming the District, its 
elected, appointed boards, officers, agents, and employees, as additional 
insured shall be provided on a form approved by District Counsel. 
 
Automobile liability in the amount of one million ($1,000,000) combined 
single limits per claim and aggregate for hired vehicles and non-owned 
vehicles. 
 
VES shall obtain and maintain, during the life of this agreement, Worker’s 
Compensation Insurance in the statutory amount. 
 

E. Prevailing Wage 
 
VES client-employees shall be paid sub-minimum wages based on 
productivity time studies performed bi-annually.  The Department of Labor 
grants sub-minimum wage waivers to Community Rehabilitation Programs 
who provide Supported Employment Programs that service the disabled 
population. 
 
VES staff employees shall be paid wages commensurate with other 
Community Rehabilitation Program staff engaged in similar programs and 
contract services. 
 
 

F. Billing 
 
VES shall submit invoices for contract services at the end of each month.  
Payment shall in accordance with District payment schedule. 
 

G. Guarantee 
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VES guarantees all work to be performed in a workman-like, professional 
manner. 
 

H. Contract Provisions 
 
Either party may terminate the agreement for services without cause with a 
30-day written notice.  
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November 9, 2010 LVMWD Regular Board Meeting

TO: Board of Directors

FROM: Resource Conservation & Public Outreach

 

  

 Subject: National Geographic - Water for Tomorrow

SUMMARY:

At the last meeting, the Board deferred the renewal of the subscription to Water for Tomorrow and directed 
staff to provide feedback to ACWA by member agencies and the readers. The attached material from ACWA 
provides magazine distribution in California, member agency survey results and feedback from readers. 
 
Sixty five percent of agencies who responded to the survey indicated that they will renew their subscription 
at the current level. The different magazine sections also ranked high in the same survey. There were very 
few responses to the ACWA online reader poll but those who did highly rated the magazine. 
 
 

RECOMMENDATION(S):

Provide direction to staff as to the Board's preference on continuing to subscribe to Water for Tomorrow for 
another four issues to be distributed to customers (two times each year, one in the spring, the other in 
autumn) in 2011 and 2012. 
 

FINANCIAL IMPACT:

Cost for distributing the publication is approximately $13,000 per issue for a total commitment of $52,000 
spread across two fiscal years. For planning purposes, ACWA will only accept a commitment for all four 
issues. The FY 2010-11 budget contains funding for distributing two issues; one under the old (existing) 
agreement. If the Board authorizes continuation of Water forTomorrow, the total commitment of new funds 
would be $39,000; $26,000 to be budgeted for FY 2011-12 and $13,000 for FY 2012-13. (Account number 
101900.6604)

DISCUSSION:

In the National Geographic tradition, Water for Tomorrow is a high-quality publication with excellent graphics 
and well-researched story material that primarily focuses on California water issues. The District has 
received several favorable customer comments on the publication and only one unfavorable comment which 
arose from the content of a particular story. This year, LVMWD has representation on the ACWA 
Communications Committee and the Water for Tomorrow subcommittee, enabling our agency to provide 
direct input on content. 
 

Prepared By: Carlos Reyes, Director of Resource Conservation and Public Outreach

ATTACHMENTS:

Water for Tomorrow Survey
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November 9, 2010 LVMWD Regular Board Meeting

TO: Board of Directors

FROM: Resource Conservation & Public Outreach

 

  

 Subject: Resolution of Intent for Continuation of Potable Water Standby Charge

SUMMARY:

Las Virgenes Municipal Water District desires to continue its Potable Water Replacement Program. Prior to 
FY 95-96, this program was funded entirely through the potable water rate structure from the Potable Water 
Replacement Fund. In June 1995, the District implemented a "Standby Charge" Program, pursuant to the 
‘Municipal Water District Law' (Water Code Section 71630 et seq) that would augment the Potable Water 
Replacement Fund with a steady source of alternate income. As the Replacement Fund Program benefits 
both existing and future customers, the Standby Charge is assessed on both improved and vacant 
properties insuring the capability and reliability to both existing customers now and future customers when 
service is needed. The program has been renewed each year since FY 95-96. Staff recommends that this 
program be continued for FY 11-12. The Standby Charge for FY 11-12 year will continue to be ten dollars 
($10) per parcel per year for parcels one acre and under and ten dollars ($10) per acre and portion thereof 
per year for parcels greater than one acre. In FY 09-10, the District received $505,000 in Standby Charge 
revenue for the Potable Water Replacement Fund.  
 
Attached for Board approval and adoption is the Resolution of Intent (ROI) to continue the Potable Water 
Standby Charge.  
 
Datastream Business Solutions, Inc. (formerly Reiter Lowry Consultants) will assist the District, as they have 
since the inception of the program, in administering the program by maintaining the tax database which is 
submitted to the County for the tax assessment, conducting necessary mailings and other program support. 
Staff recommends approval of the consulting agreement contract with Datastream Business Solutions, Inc. 
(attached) for a two-year period at an annual cost not to exceed $20,500 (excluding postage). 

RECOMMENDATION(S):

Approve the Letter Agreement for Professional Services with Datastream Business Solutions, Inc. for 
assistance on the Standby Charge Program, at an amount not to exceed $20,500 per year (excluding 
postage) for a two year period; adopt the proposed Resolution of Intent (Resolution No. 11-10-2409) 
continuing the Standby Charge pursuant to the "Municipal Water District Law" with property owner 
notification pursuant to California Water Code, Section 71638.3; and Set a Public Hearing for 5:00 PM, 
January 11, 2011 to consider the continuation of the Standby Charge.  
 
RESOLUTION NO. 11-10-2409: A RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF LAS VIRGENES 
MUNICIPAL WATER DISTRICT INITIATING PROCEEDINGS FOR THE CONTINUATION OF THE 
WATER AVAILABILITY OR STANDBY CHARGE FOR THE FISCAL YEAR COMMENCING JULY 1, 2011. 
 
(Reference is hereby made to Resolution No. 11-10-2409 on file in the District's Resolution Book and by this 
reference the same is incorporated herein and made a part of hereof.) 

FINANCIAL IMPACT:

Funds to cover the costs related to administration of the Potable Water Standby Charge Program 
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(consultant fees, staff labor, etc.) are included in the annual budget for FY 11-12 adopted by the Board 
(page A-3). 

DISCUSSION:

For the first three years of the Standby Charge Program the District notified ALL landowners within the 
District, by postcard, pursuant to California Water Code, Article 2, Section 71632, of the public hearing to 
initiate or continue the water standby charge. In conjunction with this mass mailing, a notice of the time, 
place and purpose of the public hearing, was published in a newspaper of general circulation, once a week 
for a two week period, pursuant to Section 6066 of the Government Code. As this procedure was used for 
three consecutive years, the water code allows an alternative procedure (commencing Section 71638) for 
property owner notification. According to Section 71638.3 "The secretary shall cause written notice to be 
mailed to the owner of any affected property which changed ownership since the last standby assessment or 
availability was fixed...". This alternative was used for the FY 98-99 through FY 10-11 Standby Charge 
notification and is recommended for the FY 11-12 notification. In addition, a publication of the Notice of 
Public hearing will again be made, pursuant to Government Code Section 6066, in a newspaper of general 
circulation, once a week for a two week period.  
 
A 'Deferral Program' is available for property owners that receive little or no District benefit. This deferral, 
once executed, remains in effect until 1) the property owner receives benefit in whatever form, 2) the 
Standby Charge Program is discontinued, or 3) the landowner terminates the deferral in writing and pays, to 
the District, the deferred charges due, up to a ten year maximum. Over the last 16 years 189 parcels less 
than one acre ($1,890 in deferrals) and 493 parcels greater than one acre ($105,230.94 in deferrals) have 
been deferred.  
 
The Standby Charge program needs to be continued in order to guarantee a steady second source of 
income that will supplement the Potable Water Replacement Fund and to provide an equitable means of 
assessing existing and future customers for a portion of costs for replacing the potable water system. 

Prepared By: Michael Brown, Civil Engineering Associate

ATTACHMENTS:

Datastream Letter Agreement

Standby Resolution 11-10-2409

Notice of Public Hearing Standby Charge
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September 16, 2010 
 
 
Mr. Mike Brown 
Las Virgenes Municipal Water District 
4232 Las Virgenes Rd. 
Calabasas, CA  91302-1994 
 

RE:  Proposed Standby Charge Program for 2011/12 and 2012/13 

 
Dear Mike: 
 

DBSI understands that Las Virgenes is again planning an early hearing to allow adequate time for 
property owners to exercise the exemption/deferral process.  Since the District has completed five 
years under the Municipal Water District Act, they may elect to use the alternative provisions as 
long as the rate remains the same.  The following schedule is submitted for the coming year for 
your review and edit. 
 
 Adopt Resolution of Intention November 2010 

 Mail Notice (Alternate provisions) November 2010 

 Conduct Hearing & Adopt Charges  January 2011 

 Process Applications January 2011 – July 15, 2011 

 Submit Charges August 10, 2011 

 
Several assumptions were used in preparing the schedule.  The first assumption is that the current 
year rate ($10/acre $10/parcel) will remain the same.  The second assumption is that the District 
will levy the charge based on the alternate provisions of the Municipal Water District Code 
sections.  Third, the District will use the 21-day notice provision for mailing to property owners. 
 
DBSI's proposed scope of work for the FY 11/12 and FY 12/13 programs is based on the above and 
includes the following tasks: 
 

 Public Notification (using the Alternative Procedures Act, only change of ownership 
and new APNs require mailed notice) 

 
 Provide Public Hearing support 
 
 Permanent compact disc record of preliminary and final charges 
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 Submit CDs containing charges to County and reconcile with County Auditor 
 
 Respond to taxpayers' telephone inquiries 
 
 Administration of requests for deferral/exemption/technical correction 

 
 

PROPOSED SERVICES 

While there are continued debates about Proposition 218’s provisions, existing standby charges 
(now referred to as assessments) can be renewed as long as the criteria are met and the rules 
followed.  Following adoption of the Resolution of Intention by the Board of Directors, DBSI 
will prepare mailing data and coordinate with its sub-contractor for the proper notification of 
parcels within LVMWD (mailing only to new parcels and ownership changes).  DBSI will 
continue to assist with telephone inquiries from property owners.  
 
DBSI will coordinate with the Auditor Controller of Los Angeles County for submission of FY 
11/12 and FY 12/13 standby charges.  DBSI will ensure the highest order of accuracy and provide 
ongoing liaison with the County.  Following reconciliation of charges to the closed tax roll, DBSI 
will prepare an archive copy of FY 11/12 and FY 12/13 charges on compact disc. 
 
The proposed budget covers the next twenty-four months of standby charge administration services, 
commencing October 1, 2010 and ending September 30, 2012.  While DBSI anticipates actual 
expenses will be below this budget, the cost of printing, mailing, compact disc, etc. may go up 
during the next 24 months.   
 

PROPOSED BUDGET (24 months) 
 

   A total of 180 hours, at rates listed on the attached schedule, for all billing 
categories, to respond to FY 10/11 and FY 11/12 taxpayer inquiries and assist with 
the FY 11/12 and FY 12/13 Public Hearings, telephone support, and submitting 
FY 11/12 and FY 12/13 standby charges to Auditor. 

 
 

$22,600 
 

 

  Two mailings at $3,800 each, an estimated 6,000 cards each*; preliminary 
proposed charges on compact disc and other reimbursable expenses; computer 
system (including maintenance, data, software and hardware usage for 24 months) 
@ $450 per month. 
 

TOTAL PROPOSED BUDGET (24 months) 

    (October 1, 2010 – September 30, 2012) 
 

 
 

18,400 
 
 

_______ 
$41,000 

*Cost estimate does not include postage because future postage costs are unknown.  DBSI requests 
that Las Virgenes pay postage costs directly to U.S. Postal Service at the time of mailing.  DBSI 
will completely coordinate and handle the postcard mailings for Las Virgenes. 
 
In the event that Las Virgenes Municipal Water District does not levy standby charges, DBSI agrees 
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to termination upon 30-day written notice from the District and appropriate compensation for 
services rendered up to said cancellation date. 
 
Please call to discuss and firm up the schedule or with any questions that you might have regarding 
the scope or cost of services.   
 
DBSI looks forward to continuing to provide the District with excellent standby charge 
administration service. 
 
  
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Gregg A. Lowry 
President 
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EXHIBIT A 

 

Datastream Business Solutions, Inc. 

Rates and Charges 
Effective 10/01/10 through 09/30/12 

Federal I.D. Number 73-1681222 
 
 
 

 Billing Category Hourly Rate 
 Principal $ 150 
 Associate 110 
 Associate/Systems Design 110 
 Programming 90 
 Research Assistant 70 
 Data Input 55 
 Word Processing 55 

 
 

Reimbursable Expenses 
 
 Administrative Service Charge $10.00 per hour (based on 
 Principals' billing hours) 
 Subconsulting Actual Cost 
 Mileage  $ 0.50 per mile 
 Express Delivery Actual Cost 
 Printing Actual Cost 
 Lodging Actual Cost 
 Color Prints  $.30 per page 
 Transparencies $1.60 per page 
 Other Expenses (directly related to project) Actual Cost 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rates are reviewed annually in November. 

DBSI reserves the right to adjust rates following notification to the district 
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RESOLUTION NO. 11-10-2409 

 
A RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF LAS VIRGENES MUNICIPAL 
WATER DISTRICT INITIATING PROCEEDINGS FOR THE CONTINUATION OF THE 

WATER AVAILABILITY OR STANDBY CHARGE FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 
COMMENCING JULY 1, 2011 

 
 BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF LAS VIRGENES MUNICIPAL 
WATER DISTRICT as follows: 
 
 Section 1. Purpose and Scope 
 
 This resolution initiates proceedings to continue to levy a water standby charge for the fiscal year 
commencing July 1, 2011, to finance water replacement programs of the district. 
 
 Section 2. Affected Lands 
 
 Lands within the Las Virgenes Municipal Water District service boundaries are affected by this 
resolution. 
  
 Section 3. Proposed Charge 
 
 (a) The proposed standby charge shall not exceed $10.00 per acre per year or $10.00 per 
parcel of less than one acre per year for each parcel of affected land. 
 
 (b) It is also proposed that variance to the above charges be granted for unusual 
circumstances. 
 
 Section 4. Public Hearing 
 
 (a) The board shall conduct a public hearing at Las Virgenes Municipal Water District, 4232 
Las Virgenes Road, Calabasas, California, on January 11, 2011, at the hour of 5:00 o’clock p.m., or as 
soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, to consider the continuation of the standby charges described 
herein.  The board will hear and consider all objections or protests, if any, to the proposed charges. 
 
 (b) The notice of hearing shall be in the form required by law.  The notice shall be mailed at 
least twenty-one days prior to the date set for hearing to each owner of land for which ownership has 
changed since the last standby assessment or availability charge was fixed as shown on the last 
equalized assessment roll, or known to the secretary of the district.  The notice shall also be published at 
least once a week for two weeks prior to the date set for the hearing in a newspaper of general circulation 
printed and published within the district, if there is one, and if not, then in a newspaper of general 
circulation printed and published in Los Angeles County. 
 
  PASSED, APPROVED, AND ADOPTED this 9th day of November 2010. 
 
 
                                                      
       Charles Caspary, President 
 
ATTEST:      APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
 
 
                                               
Glen Peterson, Secretary    Wayne K. Lemieux, Legal Counsel 
 
 
(SEAL) 
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Notice of Public Hearing 
Las Virgenes Municipal Water District 

Standby Charge 
 
Las Virgenes Municipal Water District, to continue its record of reliability in providing 
quality water service, proposes to continue to levy a standby charge to replace its potable 
water system. 
 
The system now consists of more than 394 miles of water line, 24 storage tanks, 24 pump 
stations, Las Virgenes Reservoir and Westlake Filtration Plant.  Las Virgenes’ prompt 
restoration of water service to its customers following the January 1994 earthquake 
demonstrates the importance and inherent vulnerability of water delivery systems. 
 
Standby charge revenue is used to assure the existing Las Virgenes water system 
continues to be sound, safe, and reliable.  To accomplish this, the district proposes to 
continue its annual fee of $10 per parcel (one acre or less) and $10 per acre (over one 
acre), to replace pipes, equipment and other elements of the water system. 
 
For a typical family, this will amount to less than 85 cents per month.  If adopted, the 
charge will continue to be collected as part of annual property tax bills.  Certain properties 
may qualify for deferral under the general headings of zoning, land use, and dedicated 
open space.  To be considered for the 2011-2012 fiscal year, deferral requests must be 
submitted on forms available from the district no later than April 15, 2011.  If your property 
has been previously granted a deferral by the district, no further action is necessary. 
 
At its regular meeting beginning at 5:00 PM on January 11, 2011, the Board of Directors 
of the Las Virgenes Municipal Water District, 4232 Las VIrgenes Road, Calabasas, CA  
91302, the district will hold a public hearing to inform property owners and provide the 
opportunity to comment on or object to the proposal.  Written remarks may be submitted 
to the address below, not later than 5:00 PM on January 11, 2011.  All communications 
must identify the property owner and contain sufficient description to identify their lands.  
Copies of the resolution and the schedule of charges are available for review at the 
district office. 
 
Following the public hearing, the Board of Directors of the district will vote on the 
proposed standby charge at its regular meetings on January 11 and 25, 2011. 
 

Las Virgenes Municipal Water District 
4232 Las Virgenes Road 

Calabasas, CA  91302-1994 
(800) 675-2141 
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